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US withdrawal from international 
could alter delivery for APO, FPO addr 


Military working dog Roger 
sniffs mail for contraband at 
Joint Military Mail Terminal, 
Camp Arifjan, Kuwait, in 2017. 

Thomas Crough/U.S. Army 


Air Force studying possible link between fighter pilots, prostate cancer 


By Tara Copp and Shirsho Dasgupta 

McClatchy Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — The Air Force has 
begun to look at whether there’s an in¬ 
creased risk of prostate cancer among its 
fighter pilots. A new investigation by Mc¬ 
Clatchy shows just how serious the prob¬ 
lem might be. 

The fighter pilot study was requested 
by Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. David 
Goldfein after he was contacted by con¬ 


cerned veterans service organizations in 
2018, according to the report obtained by 
McClatchy. 

At the heart of the Air Force study was a 
question of whether extended exposure to 
radiation in the cockpit might be linked to 
increased risk of prostate cancer. 

The study said “pilots have greater en¬ 
vironmental exposure to ultraviolet and 
ionizing radiation ... (fighter pilots) have 
unique intra-cockpit exposures to non¬ 
ionizing radiation.” The Air Force study 


was conducted by the 711th Human Per¬ 
formance Wing at Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base, Ohio. 

The Air Force study found that fighter 
pilots are no likelier to develop prostate 
cancer than nonpilots. But the Air Force 
acknowledged the limitations of its review. 
“Many of the limitations affecting the 
present study concerned data access and 
data quality. Capture of cancer cases may 
have been incomplete,” it said. 

A separate review by McClatchy of 


Veterans Health Administration data on 
prostate cancer among Air Force veterans 
showed more severe results. The num¬ 
ber of Air Force veterans diagnosed with 
prostate cancer has nearly tripled between 
2000 and 2018, while that diagnosis for the 
veteran community at large has doubled 
in the same period. The McClatchy-ob- 
tained data did not break out pilots and 
nonpilots. 

SEE PILOTS ON PAGE 5 









Page 2 


mmnmfoim 


Stars and Stripes 


Tuesday, July 30,2019 


MILITARY 


Soldiers 

exhibit 

artistic 

abilities 

By Martin E gnash 

Stars and Stripes 

GRAFENWOEHR, Germany 
— U.S. Army Garrison Bavaria 
has showcased a number of works 
of art, mainly paintings and 
sculptures, created by its soldiers 
and personnel. 

The exhibit on Sunday at a 
local market was an effort to 
show a different, more creative 
side of the military to their Ger¬ 
man neighbors, the Army said in 
a statement. 

Art is a very helpful way for sol¬ 
diers to express themselves and 
can act as a sort of therapy, said 
Timothy Berry, a theater special¬ 
ist at Tower Barracks. 

The display was also meant to 
create a partnership between the 
garrison’s artists and the local 
German community. It could lead 
to further opportunities for the 
artists to utilize their skills off- 
base, Berry said. 

The exhibit included 41 pieces 
of art created on the base and mu¬ 
sical performances by members 
of the base theater. 


egnash.martin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Marty_Stripes 



Left: Staff Sgt. Austin Freeman, left, and Sgt. Jeremy Dahl, both mortar men with the Army’s 2nd Cavalry Regiment in Vilseck, Germany, 
sing and play guitar at the event. Right: A pig made out of pieces of scrap metal is shown. 
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USAF seeks feedback on new maternity uniforms 



Stacey Butler, right, a clothing designer with the Air Force Life Cycle Management Center’s Air Force 
Uniform Office, measures Capt. Taylor Harrison’s maternity Airman Battle Uniform in 2017. The Air 
Force is seeking feedback from women on its new maternity uniform. 


By Jennifer H. Svan 

Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Ger¬ 
many — More than a year after 
rolling out maternity uniforms 
with a full-stretch waist panel in 
the pants, roomier coat and other 
comfort features, the Air Force is 
conducting a survey to get feed¬ 
back from female airmen on the 
new design. 

All women serving in the Air 
Force will receive an email about 
the survey, but only those who 
have worn the new maternity 
uniform or are currently wearing 
it will be invited to complete the 
full questionnaire, officials from 
the Air Force Uniform Office 
said in a statement. 

The online survey is open to 
active-duty, Reserve and Guard 
members and will be available 
until Sept. 23. 

The Air Force wants to ensure 
the uniforms are comfortable and 
can be worn through an entire 
pregnancy, uniform office chief 
Tracy Roan said in a statement. 


Feedback will help to deter¬ 
mine if the new maternity uni¬ 
forms are meeting the needs of 
pregnant airmen and guide the 
Air Force as it continues to design 
and develop maternity uniforms, 
officials said. 

New maternity ABUs were 
first made available in December 
2017. 

A full-stretch panel at the waist 
was subsequently added after air¬ 
men complained the waistband 
was restrictive and uncomfort¬ 
able. Some airmen reported cut¬ 
ting the elastic in the waistband 
to relieve pressure and then hav¬ 
ing to use safety pins to keep the 
pants up. 

Other new features include 
coats that have flaps on the chest, 
a pencil pocket, adjustable side 
tabs and more room in the front. 

For questions about the survey 
or maternity uniforms, send an 
email to: AFLCMC.WNUV.TAC. 
AF.UniformOffice@us.af.mil. 

svan.iennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 


Coast Guard Academy whistleblower speaks out 


By Julia Bergman 
The (New London, Conn.) Day 

Coast Guard Lt. Cmdr. Kimberly 
Young-McLear, who spent years reporting 
bullying and harassing behavior by her su¬ 
periors and later faced retaliation for mak¬ 
ing those complaints, is finally speaking 
publicly about what happened to her. 

Young-McLear, 35, said she chose now to 
speak out because she will be recognized, 
along with 50 others, by the National Whis¬ 
tleblowers Center on Tuesday, designated 
as National Whistleblower Appreciation 
Day. 

“I want to use this public opportunity 
to affirm the dignity of victims and their 
families while still advocating for honest, 
efficient and accountable workplace envi¬ 
ronments in the military,” she said. 

Young-McLear cited the cases of Marine 
Corps Lance Cpl. Harry Lew and Army 
Pvt. Danny Chen, who died by suicide after 
enduring military hazing. Lew’s aunt, U.S. 
Rep. Judy Chu, D-Calif., has advocated in 
Congress for reforming the way the mili¬ 
tary deals with hazing. 

“They didn’t survive harassment and, 
therefore, cannot tell their stories or 
serve,” Young-McLear said. 

Young-McLear said she endured four 
years of abuse at the academy, including 
her supervisor making belittling com¬ 
ments toward her, using her as a scapegoat 
and undermining her work. She said she 
exhausted the complaint process, mak¬ 
ing reports to her Coast Guard chain of 
command, including senior leadership at 
the academy and the commandant, and 
through the Coast Guard and Department 
of Homeland Security’s civil rights report¬ 
ing processes. 

“They all failed me. The reporting sys¬ 
tems that we have in place failed, and I was 
retaliated against,” said Young-McLear, 
who left the academy this summer for a cy¬ 
bersecurity fellowship under the Depart¬ 
ment of Homeland Security. 

A 2018 report from the Department of 
Homeland Security’s Office of Inspector 
General found that Young-McLear, who is 
black and lesbian, received low marks on 
an evaluation performance report after 


making the complaints. The report covers 
the period from July 2015 through April 
2018 and involved an extensive review 
of documentary evidence and personnel 
interviews. 

Capt. Tony Russell, chief of the Coast 
Guard’s Office of Public Affairs, said in 
a phone interview Friday that the Coast 
Guard “accepts and em¬ 
braces” the findings in 
the inspector general 
report and has used it 
to “remedy any identi¬ 
fied wrongs of the past 
and to make changes for 
improved performance 
going forward.” 

Young-McLear be¬ 
came a member of the 
permanent commis¬ 
sioned teaching staff at 
the academy in 2014. 
She filed several com¬ 
plaints over the years, 
alleging harassment 
and a hostile work en¬ 
vironment by her boss 
Lt. Cmdr. — the head of the man- 
Kimberly agement department, a 
Young- white male — based in 
McLear part on race, gender and 
sexual orientation. The 
inspector general report 
indicates her complaints were mishandled 
by academy and Coast Guard officials. 

She was told by the officials conven¬ 
ing the investigations into her complaints 
that her allegations were unsubstantiated. 
However, the findings of the investigators 
were much more nuanced. The investiga¬ 
tor who performed a preliminary inquiry, 
the least formal investigative process, into 
her first complaint filed in July 2015 said it 
“did not afford sufficient detail or depth to 
fairly conclude whether or not prohibited 
harassment has occurred.” 

The investigator recommended an in¬ 
vestigation be carried out by someone 
credentialed in human resources, equal 
employment opportunity, civil rights mat¬ 
ters and/or diversity and inclusion. 

Two Coast Guard admirals who handled 
an investigation into her complaints also 


found her claims to be unsubstantiated. 

The investigator, on the other hand, said 
that while the evidence “failed to reveal 
blatant acts of discrimination or bully¬ 
ing,” when reviewed as a whole, it “creates 
a picture of offensive conduct towards 
[Complainant] that is severe or pervasive 
enough to create a work environment that 
a reasonable person would consider intimi¬ 
dating, hostile or abusive.” 

After Young-McLear’s complaints, the 
department head went on to bully another 
member of the academy. 

That complainant, a white female civil¬ 
ian employee, alleged harassment and 
bullying behavior by the department head 
during and immediately after mandatory 
bullying and hazing training at the acade¬ 
my in January 2018. The admiral who sub¬ 
stantiated her claims, Rear Adm. Joseph 
Vojvodich, also handled an investigation 
into Young-McLear’s complaints, which 
were found to be unsubstantiated. 

The academy removed the department 
head several months after the complaint 
was filed, on April 24,2018, citing “a loss of 
confidence in his ability to effectively lead 
the department.” 

Young-McLear said the head of the Coast 
Guard declined to meet with her to discuss 
what she experienced and also declined to 
provide her with “a formal written apology 
on behalf of the Coast Guard.” 

To add to that, she said, the Coast Guard 
“has never held anyone accountable for the 
years of abuse I sustained.” 

Russell, the Coast Guard public affairs 
chief, declined to talk about individual per¬ 
sonnel actions but said that leadership at 
the academy “openly” shared the report 
with cadets, faculty and staff soon after it 
came out. The academy held several meet¬ 
ings to discuss the report, some of which 
were attended by the vice commandant 
and commandant, he said. 

Following the release of the inspector 
general report, members of Congress, in¬ 
cluding U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, D-Conn., 
asked the Coast Guard to turn over docu¬ 
ments related to its handling of bullying 
and harassment complaints. Congressio¬ 
nal staffers are in the process of reviewing 



U.S. Coast Guard 


Lt. Cmdr. Kimberly Young-McLear 
will be recognized by the National 
Whistleblowers Center on Tuesday. She 
faced retaliation after making complaints 
about bullying and harassing behavior at 
the Coast Guard Academy. 

more than 1,000 pages of documents that 
the Coast Guard provided. 

Russell highlighted some of the action 
taken by the Coast Guard in response to 
the inspector general report, including 
requiring commanders to provide written 
justifications for their findings and out¬ 
comes in response to bullying and harass¬ 
ment complaints. 

The Coast Guard also revised its civil 
rights manual to clarify that whistleblower 
retaliation complaints should be filed with 
the DHS inspector general. The manual 
now also explicitly states that “manage¬ 
ment officials may not use their authority 
to take or threaten action against a civilian 
employee, candidate for civilian employ¬ 
ment or a military member for making 
protected communications to a member 
of Congress, the inspector general and 
others.” 


'They 
all failed 
me. The 
reporting 
systems 
that we 
have in 
place 
failed, 
and I was 
retaliated 
against . f 
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Overseas military mail 
delivery may be altered 



Brittany Jones/U.S. Army 


Brandon Hutton takes packages to the mailroom so they can be 
sorted for APO recipients. Differences over a treaty governing 
international mail delivery is likely to affect servicemembers 
overseas. 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

Servicemembers stationed 
overseas probably don’t think 
much about how their mail to and 
from the United States is deliv¬ 
ered through the immense sys¬ 
tem of Army, Air Force and Navy 
post offices. 

In 2018, the Defense Depart¬ 
ment’s Military Postal Service 
Agency oversaw the delivery of 
88,618 tons of packages and let¬ 
ters sent or received by overseas 
soldiers, sailors, Marines, airmen 
and federal employees at about 
1.2 million post office boxes, unit 
mail rooms, buildings and other 
delivery points. 

That was roughly equivalent to 
mailing 1,310 Abrams tanks. 

The average military mail cus¬ 
tomer has also likely given little 
thought to an arcane international 
treaty called the Universal Postal 
Union — but they’re apt to hear a 
lot more about it by October. 

The Trump administration an¬ 
nounced last year that the U.S. 
would withdraw from the 144- 
year-old treaty, primarily over 
growing complaints by some 
U.S.-based businesses that pack¬ 
ages sent to the States from other 
countries — primarily China — 
have much lower postal rates. In 
some cases, U.S. businesses spend 
more to mail a package domesti¬ 
cally than a China-based firm 
would pay to ship to America. 

“The big fight is over delivery 
charges,” said James Campbell 
Jr., a Washington-based attor¬ 
ney who specializes in regula¬ 
tions concerning international 
shipping. 


“The Trump administration 
is saying that we are delivering 
Chinese packages, in particular 
— but all foreign e-commerce 
packages, really — for some¬ 
where between a third to half 
of what we’re charging Ameri¬ 
cans for the same service. That’s 
crazy. The domestic merchants 
are complaining about that.” 

October deadline 

The U.S. is slated to drop out of 
the postal union treaty in October 
unless changes are made by the 
Bern, Switzerland-based body 
that governs the system. 

Because the treaty has been 
in effect so long and includes al¬ 
most all the world’s nations, the 
ripple effects of withdrawal are 
unpredictable. 

The U.S. Postal Service seems 
to be counting on a meeting 
scheduled for September during 
which treaty members will dis¬ 
cuss changes to “terminal dues,” 
which are the rates each member 
nation pays for delivery of mail 
within other countries. 

“This will provide a new op¬ 
portunity for UPU members to 
collaborate and develop solutions 
to end the distortionary effects 
associated with excessively low 
rates for certain foreign origin 
mail, as compared to domestic 
postage rates,” the Postal Service 
said in a statement to Stars and 
Stripes. 

But the Postal Service is also 
undertaking “parallel efforts” in 
the event the U.S. withdraws from 
the treaty, including “addressing 
and prioritizing military mailing 
issues,” the statement said. 


The Postal Service declined to 
elaborate on what those military 
mailing issues might be. 

Pete Graeve, chief of plans and 
policy for the Military Postal Ser¬ 
vice Agency, was optimistic about 
the potential impact leaving the 
postal union will have on the APO 
— or Army Post Office, also used 
by the Air Force — and the Navy’s 
Fleet Post Office, or FPO. 

“The bottom line is that we 
have host nation agreements/ 
status of forces agreements/dip¬ 
lomatic notes that allow the [Mili¬ 
tary Postal Service] to operate in 
host nations, and we expect host 
nations will not unilaterally abro¬ 
gate those agreements,” Graeve 
wrote in a response to questions 
from Stars and Stripes. 

“The UPU issue pertains to 
international civil mail postage 
remuneration, not military mail 
which is considered domestic and 
does not have international post¬ 
age,” Graeve said. 

“[The Defense Department] 
is developing contingency plans 
in the event a host nation does 
abrogate an agreement to mini¬ 
mize any potential disruptions 
and continue providing support 
to our servicemembers and their 
families.” 

Customs scrutiny 

Among the primary host nations 
are Germany, Italy, Portugal, the 
United Kingdom, Belgium, the 
Netherlands, Romania, Bulgaria, 
Greece, Turkey, Kuwait, Austra¬ 
lia, Japan and South Korea. 

If those host nations were deal¬ 
ing only with U.S. withdrawal 
from the Universal Postal Union 


treaty, it seems less likely they 
would abrogate agreements gov¬ 
erning military mail. 

But the Trump administration 
is already at odds with European 
allies over his unilateral with¬ 
drawal from a 2015 nuclear deal 
with Iran in which the nations 
traded sanctions relief for Iran’s 
delay in enriching uranium. 

President Donald Trump has 
also frequently criticized fellow 
NATO-state members for con¬ 
tributing too little for operating 
expenses. 

Consequently, some countries 
may not have the appetite to ne¬ 
gotiate a postal agreement with 
the United States. 

John Couch, a co-founder of 
ShipitAPO, which helps overseas 
servicemembers receive pack¬ 
ages from retailers that will not 
send to APO and FPO address¬ 
es, has tried unsuccessfully for 
months to get clear answers from 
government officials about what 
the military mail landscape will 
look like if the U.S. leaves the 
postal union. 

“Even if new postal treaties can 
be reestablished with each APO- 
FPO host nation, this will not hap¬ 
pen overnight,” Couch said. 

“And there’s no guarantee that 
the new agreements will be as 
favorable regarding allowable 


items, package sizes, weights and 
quantities. We can only hope for 
the best.” 

One likely and immediate out¬ 
come of U.S. withdrawal from the 
postal union would be increased 
customs security for both mili¬ 
tary and civilian mail, said 
Campbell, who sits on the State 
Department’s Advisory Commit¬ 
tee on International Postal and 
Delivery Services. 

“The reality is that postal pack¬ 
ages have become the conduit of 
choice for drug smugglers, intel¬ 
lectual property violations and all 
kinds of stuff,” he said. “The re¬ 
ality is that Customs has no idea 
what’s in the mail stream. 

“If the U.S. leaves the UPU in 
October, my guess for APO/FPO 
mail is that there’s going to be in¬ 
creased customs scrutiny, at least 
in the big countries. That’s going 
to entail more costs.” 

That increased scrutiny and 
cost will come regardless of the 
treaty status, though, he said. 

Last year, Congress passed a 
law that says beginning in 2021, 
all postal packages must under¬ 
go the same strict customs pro¬ 
cedures required for packages 
shipped via Federal Express and 
the like, he said. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 


WWII sailor posthumously awarded Purple Heart 


By Joshua Karsten 
Stars and Stripes 

A sailor killed aboard the last 
U.S. warship to be sunk off the 
East Coast in World War II has 
been awarded the Purple Heart 
medal 74 years after he died. 

Seaman 1st Class James Cun¬ 
ningham, of Jackson, Tenn., was 
one of 49 sailors the Navy said 
were killed aboard the patrol boat 
USS Eagle off the coast of Maine 
on April 23,1945, when an explo¬ 
sion ripped its hull in half. On Sat¬ 
urday, Navy personnel chief Vice 
Adm. Jeff Hughes awarded the 
Purple Heart to Cunningham’s 
sister, Clara Cunningham Os¬ 
borne, 85, at an event in Milling¬ 
ton, Tenn. 

Capt. A1 Ross, commanding 
officer of Naval Support Activity 
Mid-South, presented Osborne 
with a Gold Star Families pin. 

“It was such an honor to host 
the Cunningham family here in 
Millington and provide the family 
these long-overdue awards and 


recognition of the sacrifices their 
sailor and family have made since 
1945,” Ross said. 

A boiler explosion was original¬ 
ly thought to have sunk the USS 
Eagle, even though some of the 
13 survivors of the blast said they 
had seen a submarine conning 
tower near the boat at the time of 
the sinking. 

Fifty-six years later, in 2001, 
the sinking was reclassified as a 
combat loss after Paul Lawton, a 
lawyer, naval historian and diver, 
and Bernard Cavalacante, a se¬ 
nior archivist at the Naval His¬ 
torical Center, found evidence to 
convince the Navy that the Ger¬ 
man submarine U-853 had sunk 
the boat. 

That qualified the ship’s 54 dead 
and 13 survivors for the Purple 
Heart, which is awarded to ser¬ 
vicemembers killed or wounded 
by hostile fire. 

The medal was awarded in June 
2001 to three of the survivors and 
the next of kin of some of the sail¬ 
ors who died, a Navy statement 


said. 

It was not immediately clear 
why there was an 18-year delay in 
presenting Cunningham’s family 
with the medal. 

For years, the ship’s final rest¬ 
ing place was unknown, but last 
summer a team of eight civilian 
divers with the Nomad Explora¬ 
tion Team discovered the wreck 
300 feet down, about 5 miles off 
Maine’s Cape Elizabeth. The 
team found the engine rooms 
intact, supporting Lawton’s and 
Cavalcante’s conclusions. 

The ship’s senior surviving of¬ 
ficer, Lt. j.g. John Scagnelli, had 
provided an account of the sink¬ 
ing to Cunningham’s family in an 
August 1945 letter, in which he 
said the explosion split the ship in 
half as the crew was eating lunch, 
knocking many of the crew mem¬ 
bers unconscious and sinking the 
boat within minutes. 

Cunningham was resting in 
his compartment at the time and 
was thought to have died “without 
struggle or pain,” Scagnelli’s let¬ 


ter said. 

“I couldn’t be prouder that we 
were able to honor Seaman 1st 
Class James Cunningham after 
all these years,” said Ross, the 
Naval Support Activity Mid-South 
commander. 

Cunningham’s life had a pur¬ 
pose, Osborne told the audience 
at the ceremony, “and all you here 
today are part of that purpose.” 

Cunningham was one of only 
two black sailors on the Eagle, Os¬ 
borne said in an interview NPR 
aired Sunday, and “both of them 
went down with the ship.” 

He wasn’t supposed to be on the 
ship that day, she said, but he took 
the place of another sailor who 
had to attend a funeral. 

“So in essence, he gave his life 
for somebody else,” Osborne said. 
“And I guess all of us, if we had 
an opportunity, can ask ourselves 
the question and answer: Would 
you be willing to give your life for 
a friend?” 


karsten.joshua@stripes.com 
Twitter: @joshua_karsten 



Cunningham family 


After 74 years, Seaman 1st 
Class James Cunningham, of 
Jackson, Tenn., received the 
Purple Heart he earned as he 
went down with his ship in the 
closing weeks of World War II. 
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Pilots: Study 
data limited, 
officer says 

FROM FRONT PAGE 

The Air Force study reported 
977 incidents of different types 
of cancer among the group it re¬ 
viewed: 4,949 Air Force fighter 
pilots and 83,483 non-fighter- 
pilot Air Force officers who were 
commissioned between 1986 and 
December 2006. An updated 
analysis in the same Air Force 
study included Veterans Health 
Administration data but it did not 
change the earlier findings. 

Only two prostate cancer cases 
were found among the fighter pi¬ 
lots in that time frame, which the 
Air Force acknowledged may not 
reflect what veteran pilots are 
seeing in their community. 

The fighter pilot community “is 
a small, tight-knit sub-communi¬ 
ty,” the Air Force said. “Even if 
the cancer incidence rate in their 
community is the same as that of 
the broader [Air Force], it will not 
be experienced that way.” 

The numbers in the VA health 
care system tell a different story. 

Based on a Freedom of Infor¬ 
mation request, McClatchy ob¬ 
tained data on how many cases of 
prostate cancer were diagnosed 
or treated through the VA health 
care system per fiscal year. 

McClatchy found that the VA 
health care system reported 
12,123 unique prostate cancer 
cases for Air Force veterans 
in fiscal year 2000 and 35,772 
unique cases in fiscal year 2018, 
a 195% increase. A unique case 
refers to a veteran who is counted 
only once per fiscal year per can¬ 
cer regardless of how many med¬ 
ical appointments were made that 
year to treat the cancer. 

Across all military services, 
prostate cancer treatments dou¬ 
bled from 131,350 in fiscal year 
2000 to 266,594 in fiscal year 
2018. 

One Air Force officer, who 
spoke to McClatchy on condition 
of anonymity, said the results of 
the Air Force study could reflect 
the limitations of the review. The 
age group was mostly airmen in 
their 20s to 40s, and the review 
was based on their active-duty 
medical records, where pros¬ 
tate cancer may not yet have 
surfaced. 

The fighter pilot group may 
also be less likely to use VA health 
care after leaving the military 
because they often go on to fly for 
commercial airlines and use the 
company’s health care plan, so 
the Air Force did not have access 
to those records. 

The study’s reach was also lim¬ 
iting because very few airmen 
stayed in the service long enough 
to fully track the cancer, which 
is most common in men in their 
60s. 

“We are considering further 
studies,” the Air Force official 
said. 

The Air Force study had in¬ 
tended to include Navy and Ma¬ 
rine Corps pilots but could not get 
a comparable population, the Air 
Force official said. 


Mold displaces 200 at Texas base 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

AUSTIN, Texas — Mold in 
dorms forced about 200 airmen 
into new housing over the week¬ 
end at Joint Base San Antonio 
in Texas after online scrutiny of 
living conditions triggered base 
leadership to conduct a full re¬ 
view of all facilities. As inspec¬ 
tions continue at the Air Force’s 
largest dormitory program, of¬ 
ficials anticipate the number of 
displaced airmen to grow. 

The base commander on 
Wednesday ordered a full review 
of dormitories within 24 hours. 
Follow-up inspections continue, 
and some remediation has begun 
in those rooms where mold was 
found to be a severe problem, 
Brig. Gen. Laura Lenderman, 
502nd Air Base Wing and Joint 
Base San Antonio commander, 
said in a statement Monday. 

About three-quarters of per¬ 
manent party dorms have been 
inspected, with 16% showing a 
presence of mold, according to the 
statement. Inspection of the re¬ 
maining permanent party dorms 


should be completed Tuesday. 

In the technical training dorms 
at Lackland Air Force Base, part 
of the joint base, ongoing inspec¬ 
tions have revealed that 28 rooms 
in Building 1215 have mold. 
Those inspections should finish 
by Aug. 8. 

The 502nd Civil Engineer¬ 
ing Squadron is treating rooms 
“with a regimen that includes a 
thorough bleaching process as 
well as utilizing dehumidifiers, 
removing and replacing carpet 
with vinyl planks, and installing 
ceiling fans,” Lenderman said. 
They are repainting these rooms 
to “refresh” them. 

The work is expected to take 
about two months and required 
about 200 airmen from the per¬ 
manent and training dorms to re¬ 
locate to other dorms or on-base 
lodging, she said. 

“We anticipate and are prepar¬ 
ing to meet additional relocation 
requirements at Lackland. Base 
leadership is actively working a 
plan that includes relocating resi¬ 
dents to other on-base facilities 
and, potentially, off-base,” Lend¬ 


erman said. 

About one week ago, photos 
began surfacing on “Air Force 
amn/nco/snco,” a Facebook 
group page popular with enlisted 
Air Force personnel. More than 
290,000 people follow the page. 
The photos were said to be posted 
by current and former residents 
of Lackland and showed mold 
growing on shower walls, bed¬ 
ding, sneakers, backpacks and 
uniforms. In the days following 
the initial posts, more photos 
were published. 

Over the weekend came screen- 
shots of messages from airmen 
that “GI parties” — cleaning duty 
— had been scheduled for dorm 
residents and no protective gear 
had been provided. Lenderman 
took to Facebook as well, claim¬ 
ing reports of “GI parties” were 
untrue and that no one had been 
asked to do any “non-routine” 
cleaning. 

Located in south central Texas, 
Joint Base San Antonio includes 
Lackland and Randolph Air 
Force bases, the Army’s Fort Sam 
Houston and eight other loca¬ 


tions. It’s home to many training 
programs and has representation 
of all branches of the military. It 
also has the largest dormitory 
program in the Air Force, with 77 
dorms and the capacity of house 
27,000. 

“There are many factors that 
affect our ability not only to 
maintain our dormitories but also 
to sustain them,” Lenderman 
said. “As we work to correct these 
near-term issues, we are also 
continuing to work our long-term 
502 (Air Base Wing) Dorm and 
Training Campus Improvement 
Plan to mitigate risk and support 
JBSA mission execution.” 

For any resident with continu¬ 
ing mold issues, she said con¬ 
cerns can be raised at all levels 
of leadership. If residents don’t 
feel satisfied with the way com¬ 
plaints are addressed, she offered 
a direct line to her by email¬ 
ing RandolphPublicAffairs@ 
us.af.mil using the subject line 
“ FeedbackFridays.” 

thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 


Bowers now leads Marines’ Pacific bases 


By Carlos M. Vazquez II 

Stars and Stripes 

MARINE CORPS AIR STA¬ 
TION FUTENMA, Okinawa 
— Marine Brig. Gen. William J. 
Bowers has assumed command 
of Marine Corps Installations 
Pacific, a far-flung organization 
responsible for operating bases in 
Hawaii, Japan, South Korea and, 
soon, Guam. 

Bowers took over for Maj. Gen. 
Paul J. Rock Jr., who has com¬ 
manded since June 27, 2017, dur¬ 
ing a ceremony Friday in a hangar 
on one of the island’s most strate¬ 
gically important but controver¬ 
sial air bases in the Pacific. 

“It is with great confidence 
that I hand the bow that is Ma¬ 
rine Corps Installations Pacific 
to you,” Rock told Bowers dur¬ 
ing the change of command cer¬ 
emony, “and I know that you will 
work to keep pulling that bow 
harder ... to launch the [Marine 
Expeditionary Force] arrow that 
much farther.” 

Marine Corps Installations Pa- 



Carlos M. Vazquez 11/Stars and Stripes 


Marine Brig. Gen. William J. 
Bowers assumed command 
of Marine Corps Installations 
Pacific on Friday on Okinawa. 

cific has approximately 11,000 
Marines, sailors and civilians 
who work for the command across 
Japan, including MCAS Futenma 
and several camps on Okinawa 
and Marine Corps Air Station 
Iwakuni and the Combined Arms 
Training Center at Camp Fuji 
on the main island of Honshu; in 
South Korea at Camp Mujuk; and 
at Marine Corps Base Hawaii. 

Marine Corps Base Guam is 
undergoing an $8.7 billion up¬ 


grade in anticipation of 4,000 
Okinawa-based Marines moving 
there in the mid-2020s. 

Under Rock’s command, the 
U.S. military returned a 10.56- 
acre strip of Futenma to the Japa¬ 
nese government in 2017. The 
base has been unpopular with 
some locals in the densely popu¬ 
lated neighborhoods surrounding 
it due to aircraft noise and motor 
vehicle traffic. 

Also within his tenure, Rock 
dismissed two subordinates: 
Col. Mark Coppess from MCAS 
Futenma in June 5, 2018, and Lt. 
Col. Nathaniel “Lips” Baker from 
Marine Corps Air Station Kaneo¬ 
he Bay, Hawaii, both due to a loss 
of trust and confidence in their 
abilities. 

The incoming commander is 
no stranger to holding his subor¬ 
dinate commanders accountable 
as well. Bowers on June 19 re¬ 
lieved Col. William Blanchard as 
commander of Marines assigned 
to the Army’s Fort Leavenworth 
in Kansas due to a loss of trust 
and confidence in his ability to 


command. He was also an inves¬ 
tigator in a case that led to the 
firing in April 2018 of Brig. Gen. 
Kurt Stein as director of Marine 
and Family Programs after Stein 
dismissed reports of sexual ha¬ 
rassment within his command as 
“fake news,” according to a Ma¬ 
rine Corps internal investigation 
obtained by USA Today. 

Bowers arrives on Okinawa 
after serving as commanding 
general of Marine Corps Educa¬ 
tion Command and president of 
Marine Corps University, head¬ 
quartered in Quantico, Va. 

“Team, I promise to do my very 
best, give you my very best — 
100% every day — to accomplish 
this vital mission to our country,” 
Bowers said during the ceremony 
upon taking command. 

Rock will remain on Okinawa, 
where he will serve as com¬ 
mander of the 3rd Marine Ex¬ 
peditionary Brigade and deputy 
commanding general of 3rd Ma¬ 
rine Expeditionary Force. 

vazquez.carlos@stripes.com 
Twitter: @StripesCarlos 


Martin sworn in as Army vice chief of staff 



Keisha Brown/U.S. Army 


Gen. Joseph Martin is sworn in 
as Army vice chief of staff at the 
Pentagon on Friday. 


Stars and Stripes 

Gen. Joseph Martin has been 
sworn in as the Army’s 37th vice 
chief of staff during a ceremony 
at the Pentagon. 

Martin, who was serving as the 
director of the Army Staff, was 
promoted to general on the same 
day, Friday, by Army Chief of 
Staff Gen. Mark Milley, the Army 
said in a statement. 

Martin replaced Gen. James 
McConville, who is slated to re¬ 
place Milley, who was confirmed 


by the Senate on July 25 as the 
next chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, the Army said. Milley is 
expected to relieve current chair¬ 
man Gen. Joseph Dunford in 
September. 

Martin, a native of Dearborn, 
Mich., formerly commanded the 
1st Infantry Division. He is a 1986 
West Point graduate who holds 
a master’s degree in education 
from the University of Louisville. 
He’s also a graduate of the U.S. 
Army Command and General 


Staff College and the U.S. Army 
War College. 

Among Martin’s awards and 
honors are the Distinguished 
Service Medal, the Defense Su¬ 
perior Service Medal, the Legion 
of Merit, the Bronze Star Medal 
with “V” device for heroism, the 
Meritorious Service Medal, the 
Army Commendation Medal with 
“V” device and the Combat Ac¬ 
tion and Parachutist badges. 

news@stripes.com 
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Toll rises 
in Kabul 
attack 

By Rahim Faiez 

Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The 
death toll from an attack against 
the Kabul office of the Afghan 
president’s running mate and for¬ 
mer chief of the intelligence ser¬ 
vice climbed to at least 20 people 
Monday, an official said. 

Around 50 other people were 
wounded in Sunday’s attack 
against the Green Trend party 
headquarters, which lasted hours 
and included a gunbattle between 
security forces and the attack¬ 
ers, who were holed up inside 
the building, according to Inte¬ 
rior Ministry spokesman Nasrat 
Rahimi. 

Several gunmen were killed by 
the security forces, Rahimi said. 

The attackers’ potential target, 
vice presidential candidate and 
former intelligence chief Amrul- 
lah Saleh, was “evacuated from 
the building and moved to a safe 
location,” Rahimi said. Some 85 
other civilians were also rescued 
from inside. 

No one immediately claimed 
responsibility for the attack, but 
both the Taliban and Islamic 
State are active in the capital and 
have carried out large-scale at¬ 
tacks in Kabul in the past. 

The Taliban, who effectively 
control half the country at this 
point, have also been staging 
near-daily attacks across Afghan¬ 
istan even as they hold talks with 


Rahmat Gul/AP 

Afghan security forces on Monday inspect the aftermath of Sunday’s attack in Kabul, Afghanistan, that killed at least 20 people. 


the U.S. about a peaceful resolu¬ 
tion to the 18-year war, America’s 
longest conflict. 

The insurgents however, re¬ 
fuse to directly negotiate with the 
government, considering it a U.S. 
puppet. 

Sunday marked the first day 
of the Afghan presidential cam¬ 
paign, with a vote scheduled for 
the end of September. 

After the attack, President 
Ashraf Ghani tweeted that Saleh 
was unharmed during the “com¬ 
plex attack” targeting the Green 
Trend office. 


Saleh founded the Green Trend 
after he was sacked as intelligence 
chief in 2010 by former President 
Hamid Karzai. Though a relative 
newcomer on the Afghan political 
scene, its focus has been democ¬ 
racy and reform while fiercely 
opposing the Taliban and their 
extremist ideology. 

Ferdous Faramarz, the spokes¬ 
man for Kabul’s police chief, said 
the attack started with a suicide 
car bombing, after which other 
attackers entered the building 
and started shooting at security 
forces. 


The explosion from the initial 
bombing was large enough to be 
heard throughout the capital. 

Ghani is seeking a second term 
in the Sept. 28 vote on promises 
of ending the war but has been 
largely sidelined over the past 
year amid U.S.-Taliban talks. 

U.S. envoy Zalmay Khalil- 
zad, who is currently visiting 
Kabul, has held several rounds of 
talks with the Taliban in recent 
months. The two sides appear to 
be closing in on an agreement in 
which the U.S. would withdraw its 
forces in return for a pledge from 


the Taliban to keep the country 
from being used as a launch pad 
for global attacks. 

The Taliban and ISIS are 
sharply divided over ideology and 
tactics, with the Taliban largely 
confining their attacks to govern¬ 
ment targets and Afghan and in¬ 
ternational security forces while 
ISIS militants mainly target the 
country’s minority Shiites. 

The Taliban and ISIS have 
fought each other on a number 
of occasions, and the Taliban are 
still the larger and more impos¬ 
ing force. 


UK sends 2nd warship 
to Strait of Hormuz as 
S. Korea mulls moves 


Bloomberg 

Efforts to secure safe passage 
through the Strait of Hormuz 
are ramping up as the U.K. said 
a second warship arrived in the 
area and South Korea may deploy 
its own unit as part of a multina¬ 
tional force. 

Tensions have flared in the 
strait in recent weeks as Iran 
pushes back against U.S. sanc¬ 
tions that are crippling its oil ex¬ 
ports. Iran’s Revolutionary Guard 
is still holding a U.K. vessel it 
detained earlier this month, the 
Stena Impero, in retaliation for 
British forces seizing an Iranian 
tanker near Gibraltar for alleg¬ 
edly violating sanctions against 
Syria. 

The U.K. has deployed the 
HMS Duncan, one of its Type 45 
destroyers, to shepherd British- 
flagged ships through the strait, 
the Ministry of Defence said in a 
statement Sunday. It will operate 


alongside the Royal Navy’s HMS 
Montrose Type 23 frigate until 
late August, it said. 

Meanwhile, South Korea is 
considering sending its Cheon- 
ghae naval unit to the strait for 
participation in a U.S.-led coali¬ 
tion, Maeil Business Newspaper 
reported Monday, citing an un¬ 
identified government official. 

The strait is a vital thorough¬ 
fare for the energy industry, ac¬ 
counting for about a third of the 
world’s oil and a quarter of the 
gas transported by tanker. The 
U.S. and Europe are both seeking 
to establish separate maritime 
security initiatives, and the U.K. 
said last week that further mea¬ 
sures would be taken to respond 
to Iran, without giving detail on 
those plans. 

South Korea’s 302-personnel 
Cheonghae unit includes the de¬ 
stroyer Dae Jo-yeong, an anti¬ 
submarine helicopter and three 


2 US troops 
killed in 
Afghanistan 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 


Morteza Akhoondi, Tasnim News Agency/AP 

Speedboats from Iran’s Revolutionary Guard circle the British- 
flagged oil tanker Stena Impero on July 21 in the Iranian port of 
Bandar Abbas, two days after it was seized in the Strait of Hormuz. 
The U.K. has deployed a second warship to the area to help British- 
flagged ships through the strait. 

speed boats, according to the lat¬ 
est annual defense white paper. 

It’s been stationed in the Gulf of 
Aden since 2009 for anti-piracy 
operations and has also been uti¬ 
lized in recent years to help evac¬ 
uate South Korea citizens from 
Libya and Yemen. 

The unit’s key missions are to 
protect vessels, support safe pas¬ 
sage and participate in maritime 
security operations, according to 


the white paper. 

A Defense Ministry spokes¬ 
woman, Choi Hyun-soo, said the 
government is considering “vari¬ 
ous options to ensure South Ko¬ 
rean vessels’ safety” but nothing 
has been finalized. 

Separately, Oman, which shares 
the waterway with Iran, said it 
was in talks with “all parties” to 
restore stability to the waterway. 


KABUL, Afghanistan — Two 
U.S. servicemembers were killed 
in action in Afghanistan on Mon¬ 
day, NATO said. 

The names of the servicemem¬ 
bers are being withheld until next 
of kin are notified as per Pentagon 
protocol. No other information 
was provided. 

The deaths bring to 14 the num¬ 
ber of U.S. troops killed in Af¬ 
ghanistan this year. All but two 
were combat-related. 

More than 2,400 American mil¬ 
itary personnel have been killed 
since the war began, and more 
than 20,000 others have been 
wounded. 

About 14,000 American troops 
are deployed to the country and 
are engaged in counterterrorism 
operations and in training and ad¬ 
vising Afghan security forces. 

wellman.phillip@stripes.com 
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Trump: Coats is 
out as intel chief 



AP 


Dan Coats, who was appointed director of national intelligence in March 2017, is leaving the post on 
Aug. 15, President Donald Trump announced Sunday. 


By Zeke Miller, 

Eric Tucker 
and Deb Riechmann 

Associated. Press 

WASHINGTON — Dan Coats, 
director of national intelligence, 
will leave his job next month, 
President Donald Trump an¬ 
nounced, after a turbulent two 
years in which Coats and the 
president were often at odds over 
Russian interference in the 2016 
election. 

Trump announced Coats’ de¬ 
parture date as Aug. 15 in a tweet 
Sunday that thanked Coats for his 
service. He said he will nominate 
Rep. John Ratcliffe, R-Texas, to 
the post and that he will name an 
acting official in the coming days. 
Ratcliffe is a frequent Trump de¬ 
fender who fiercely questioned 
former special counsel Robert 
Mueller during a House Judicia¬ 
ry Committee hearing last week. 

Coats, 76, often appeared out 
of step with Trump and disclosed 
to prosecutors how he was urged 
by the Republican president to 
publicly deny any link between 
Russia and the Trump campaign. 
The frayed relationship reflected 
broader divisions between the 
president and the government’s 
intelligence agencies. 

Coats’ public, and sometimes 
personal, disagreements with 
Trump over policy and intelli¬ 
gence included Russian election 
interference and North Korean 
nuclear capabilities. Trump had 
long been skeptical of the nation’s 


intelligence agencies, which pro¬ 
voked his ire by concluding that 
Russia interfered in the 2016 
presidential election with the goal 
of getting him elected. 

In a letter of resignation re¬ 
leased Sunday night, Coats said 
serving as the nation’s top intelli¬ 
gence official has been a “distinct 
privilege” but that it was time for 
him to “move on” to the next chap¬ 
ter of his life. He cited his work to 
strengthen the intelligence com¬ 
munity’s effort to prevent harm 
to the U.S. from adversaries and 
to reform the security clearance 
process. 

A former Republican senator 
from Indiana, Coats was appoint¬ 
ed director of national intelli¬ 
gence in March 2017, becoming 
the fifth person to hold the post 
since it was created in the wake of 
the Sept. 11,2001, attacks to over¬ 
see and coordinate the nation’s 17 
intelligence agencies. 

Coats had been among the last 
of the seasoned foreign policy 
hands to surround the president 
after his 2016 victory. That roster 
included Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis and Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson, and later national secu¬ 
rity adviser H.R. McMaster. 

Coats developed a reputation in¬ 
side the administration for sober 
presentations of intelligence con¬ 
clusions that occasionally contra¬ 
dicted Trump’s policy aims. 

Coats’ departure comes days 
after Mueller’s public testimony 
on his two-year investigation into 
Russian election interference and 



J. Scott Applewhite/AP 


Trump said he will nominate 
Rep. John Ratcliffe, R-Texas, 
to replace Coats. 

potential obstruction of justice by 
Trump, which officials said both 
emboldened and infuriated the 
president. 

Ratcliffe shares Trump’s view 
of the Mueller probe. Last week, 
the Texas Republican was one of 
the most aggressive questioners 
of the former special counsel at 
the House Judiciary hearing. In 


an appearance Sunday on Fox 
News Channel’s “Sunday Morn¬ 
ing Futures,” he also said it was 
time to move on from Democrats’ 
talk of impeachment. 

Confirmation takes a simple 
51-vote majority, under new rules 
in the Senate, but that leaves slim 
room for error with Republicans 
holding a 53-seat majority. 

Democrats said Ratcliffe was 
too political for the intelligence 
post. Senate Democratic leader 
Chuck Schumer tweeted: “It’s 
clear Rep. Ratcliffe was selected 
because he exhibited blind loy¬ 
alty to @realDonaldTrump with 
his demagogic questioning of 
Mueller. If Senate Republicans 
elevate such a partisan player to 
a position requiring intelligence 
expertise & non-partisanship, it’d 
be a big mistake.” 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell issued a statement 
Sunday that praised Coats but 
pointedly noted: “The U.S. intel¬ 
ligence community works best 


when it is led by professionals 
who protect its work from politi¬ 
cal or analytical bias and who de¬ 
liver unvarnished hard truths to 
political leaders in both the ex¬ 
ecutive and legislative branches. 
Very often the news these brief¬ 
ings bring is unpleasant, but it is 
essential that we be confronted 
with the facts. Dan Coats was 
such a leader.” 

Coats’ departure had been 
rumored for months, and intel¬ 
ligence officials had been expect¬ 
ing him to leave before the 2020 
presidential campaign season 
reached its peak. 

In his limited public appear¬ 
ances, Coats repeatedly seemed 
at odds with the administration, 
including about Russia. He re¬ 
vealed to Mueller’s investigators 
how Trump, angry over inves¬ 
tigations into links between his 
campaign and Russia, tried un¬ 
successfully in March 2017 to get 
him to make a public statement 
refuting any connection. 


Trump steps up attack, calls black lawmaker ‘racist’ 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Facing 
growing accusations of racism 
for his incendiary tweets, Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump is seeking to 
deflect the criticism by labeling 
a leading black congressman as 
himself racist. 

In the latest rhetorical shot at 
lawmakers of color, Trump said 
his weekend comments referring 
to Rep. Elijah Cummings’ major¬ 
ity-black Baltimore district as 
a “disgusting, rat and rodent in¬ 
fested mess” where “no human 
being would want to live” were 
not racist. 

Instead, Trump argued, “if rac¬ 
ist Elijah Cummings would focus 
more of his energy on helping the 
good people of his district, and 
Baltimore itself, perhaps prog¬ 
ress could be made in fixing the 
mess.” 

“His radical ‘oversight’ is a 
joke!” Trump tweeted Sunday. 

After a weekend of attacks on 
Cummings, the son of former 
sharecroppers who rose to be¬ 
come the powerful chairman of 
the House Oversight and Reform 
Committee, Trump expanded 
his attacks Monday to include a 



Seth Wenig/AP 


After recent criticism of Rep. 
Elijah Cummings, D-Md., 
President Donald Trump 
expanded his attacks Monday 
to include Cummings defender 
the Rev. Al Sharpton, above. 

prominent Cummings defender, 
the Rev. Al Sharpton, who was 
traveling to Baltimore to hold a 
press conference in condemna¬ 
tion of the president. 

“Al is a con man, a troublemak¬ 
er, always looking for a score,” 


Trump tweeted ahead of the 
press conference, adding that the 
civil rights activist and MSNBC 
host “Hates Whites & Cops!” 

Sharpton fired back at the pres¬ 
ident in a tweet of his own, saying, 
“I do make trouble for bigots.” 

Trump appeared to dig a deep¬ 
er hole even as a top White House 
aide sought to dismiss the con¬ 
troversy by describing Trump’s 
comments as hyperbole. 

Two weeks ago, Trump caused 
a nationwide uproar with what 
were widely regarded as racist 
tweets directed at four Demo¬ 
cratic congresswomen of color 
to stoke racial divisions for po¬ 
litical gain heading into the 2020 
election. 

Speaking in television inter¬ 
views, acting chief of staff Mick 
Mulvaney said Trump was react¬ 
ing in frustration to the Demo¬ 
crats’ unrelenting investigations 
and talk of impeachment. He 
said Trump swung hard at Cum¬ 
mings and his Baltimore district 
because he believes such Capitol 
Hill critics are neglecting seri¬ 
ous problems back home in their 
zeal to unfairly undermine his 
presidency. 


“I understand that everything 
that Donald Trump says is offen¬ 
sive to some people,” Mulvaney 
said. “The president is push¬ 
ing back against what he sees as 
wrong. It’s how he’s done it in the 
past, and he’ll continue to do it in 
the future.” 

Mulvaney, a former congress¬ 
man, said he understood why 
some people could perceive 
Trump’s words as racist. 

Mulvaney said Trump’s words 
were exaggerated for effect 
— “Does the president speak hy- 
perbolically? Absolutely” — and 
meant to draw attention to Demo¬ 
cratic-backed investigations of 
the Republican president and his 
team in Washington. 

“Instead of helping people back 
home, they’re focusing on scan¬ 
dal in Washington D.C., which is 
the exact opposite of what they 
said they would do when they ran 
for election in 2018,” Mulvaney 
said, pointing at Democrats who 
now control the House. 

He asserted that Trump’s barbs 
were a reaction to what the presi¬ 
dent considered to be inaccurate 
statements by Cummings about 
conditions in which children are 


being held in detention at the 
U.S.-Mexico border. 

At a hearing last week, Cum¬ 
mings accused a top administra¬ 
tion official of wrongly calling 
reports of filthy, overcrowded bor¬ 
der facilities “unsubstantiated.” 

Trump’s tweets Saturday also 
charged that Cummings’ district, 
which includes Johns Hopkins 
Hospital, the Social Security 
Administration and the national 
headquarters of the NAACP, is 
“considered the worst run and 
most dangerous anywhere in the 
United States.” 

Condemnation followed from 
Democrats over the weekend. 

Cummings is leading multiple 
investigations of the president’s 
governmental dealings. He has 
also drawn the president’s ire 
for investigations touching on his 
family members serving in the 
White House. 

His committee voted along 
party lines Thursday to authorize 
subpoenas for personal emails 
and texts used for official busi¬ 
ness by top White House aides, 
including Ivanka Trump and her 
husband, Jared Kushner. 
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Vulnerable House Dems bank cash in early surge 


By Alan Fram 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON—The Republican path¬ 
way for recapturing House control in next 
year’s election charges straight through 
the districts of the most vulnerable Demo¬ 
cratic incumbents, especially freshmen. 
Judging from early but formidable cash ad¬ 
vantages those lawmakers have amassed, 
ousting them won’t be easy. 

Each of the 62 freshmen House Demo¬ 
crats has raised more money than their 
top opponent. The same is true for all 31 
Democrats from districts President Don¬ 
ald Trump won in 2016 and for all 39 Dem¬ 
ocrats who snatched Republican-held seats 
last November. 

In nearly all cases, it’s not even close. 
While there’s overlap among the catego¬ 
ries, most of those Democrats’ war chests 
are multiples of what their leading chal¬ 
lengers have garnered. That’s testament to 
the historic ability of both parties’ incum¬ 
bents to attract contributions and Demo¬ 
crats’ strategy of aggressively collecting 
money quickly in hopes of scaring off po¬ 
tential challengers and seizing on the anti- 
Trump enthusiasm that fueled their House 
takeover last year. 

“You don’t want to put money in a race 
where somebody’s doing that well,” said 
freshman Rep. Katie Hill, D-Calif., de¬ 
scribing the view GOP donors could take 


when confronted with Democrats who’ve 
raised lots of money. “That means to me, 
we can solidify our races early, especially 
if the polling stays solid.” 

Hill has raised $1.3 million so far this 
year, more than triple the combined con¬ 
tributions reported by her four would-be 
Republican challengers. She was elected 
last year in a Southern California district 
Republicans had held 
since 1993. 

Democrats control 
the House 235-197, 
with one indepen¬ 
dent and two vacan¬ 
cies. Republicans will 
need 218 seats for a 
majority. 

Democrats’ money 
advantages reflect 
reports filed with 
the Federal Election 
Commission covering 
the first half of 2019, so plenty can change 
by Election Day. Many serious challeng¬ 
ers haven’t commenced their campaigns 
yet or have only recently started raising 
money, and many Republicans will even¬ 
tually overtake their Democratic rivals. 

In addition, by November 2020, many 
GOP candidates will be bolstered by the 
Republican Party’s allied super PACs, po¬ 
litical action committees that can spend 
unlimited funds. The Congressional Lead¬ 



ership Fund, the GOP super PAC that helps 
House candidates, unleashed $159 million 
in 2018 races, well above the $96 million by 
Democrats’ House Majority Fund. 

“We haven’t seen anything yet. Wait 
till the super PACs start dropping their 
bombs later in the cycle,” warned former 
New York Rep. Steve Israel, who once led 
the Democratic Congressional Campaign 
Committee, or DCCC, 

I House Democrats’ 
election organization. 

Republicans down¬ 
play the early money 
discrepancies but 
concede the numbers 
merit attention. 

“It’s a wake-up call 
to every Republican 
that you’ve got to be 
out there doing the 
work, making sure 
we beat the trend of 
money coming in” to Democrats, said Rep. 
Rodney Davis, R-Ill. Davis is a top Demo¬ 
cratic target who was reelected by less 
than 1 percentage point last November and 
faces a 2020 rematch against the well-fi¬ 
nanced Betsy Londrigan. 

Even so, warning signs for the GOP are 
scattered around the country. 

Democratic freshman Rep. Joe Cun¬ 
ningham, who squeaked into office in 
South Carolina’s Trump-leaning low coun¬ 



Cunningham 


try coastal district, has raised nearly $1.3 
million. That’s more than quadruple his 
best-funded GOP opponent and double 
the top three Republicans’ contributions 
combined. 

Also outstripping their top money-rais¬ 
ing GOP challengers are five freshmen 
from districts Trump carried by a com¬ 
fortable 10 percentage points or more: 
Reps. Jared Golden, of Maine; Kendra 
Horn, of Oklahoma; Xochitl Torres Small, 
of New Mexico; and Anthony Brindisi and 
Max Rose, both of New York. 

Freshman Rep. Tom Malinowski, D- 
N.J., who defeated a GOP incumbent in 
November, has doubled the fundraising of 
Tom Kean Jr., a prized GOP recruit and 
son of a popular former governor by the 
same name. Sixteen freshmen Democrats 
ousted Republicans last year by a narrow 4 
percentage points or less, and all but two of 
them have raised at least twice as much as 
their nearest GOP rival: Reps. Gil Cisner¬ 
os, of Southern California, and Oklahoma’s 
Horn. 

Underscoring Democrats’ efforts to 
shore up vulnerable incumbents, 26 of the 
62 Democratic freshmen have already 
raised $1 million or more. They’re led by 
the nearly $2 million accumulated by the 
party’s highest-profile newcomer, progres¬ 
sive Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, who 
has a safe New York City seat but seems 
likely to use some money to help others. 


Biden’s embrace of Obama 
health law politically risky 



Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP 


President Donald Trump speaks in the Rose Garden at the White House before signing 
H.R. 1327, an act ensuring that a victims’ compensation fund related to the Sept. 11 
attacks never runs out of money. 

Trump signs bill ensuring 9/11 
victims always compensated 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump on Monday signed a bill ensuring 
that a victims’ compensation fund related 
to the Sept. 11 attacks never runs out of 
money. 

Appearing in the Rose Garden with 
more than 60 first responders from the 
2001 terrorist attacks, Trump sent into law 
an extension of the fund through 2092, es¬ 
sentially making it permanent. 

“You inspire all of humanity,” Trump 
said of the “true American warriors” 
who rushed to assist victims on the day of 
the attacks and searched for remains for 
months after. 


He added that the nation has a “sacred 
obligation” to care for the responders and 
their families. 

The $7.4 billion fund had been rapidly 
depleting, and administrators recently cut 
benefit payments by up to 70%. 

The bill passed Congress on a bipartisan 
basis but only after delays by some Repub¬ 
licans exposed the legislative branch to 
withering criticism from activists, includ¬ 
ing comedian Jon Stewart. 

More than 40,000 people have applied to 
the fund, which covers illnesses potentially 
related to being at the World Trade Center 
site, the Pentagon or Shanksville, Pa., after 
the attacks. 


By Bill Barrow 

Associated Press 

Joe Biden had just rolled out his health 
care plan when he made what could be a 
fateful pledge to a crowd in Iowa: “If you 
like your health care plan or your employ¬ 
er-based plan, you can keep it.” 

The remark echoed assurances Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama made repeatedly as 
he sold the Affordable Care Act, which 
became known as “Obamacare.” But 
Obama’s promise proved an exaggeration, 
if not a falsehood, and it anchored early 
GOP attacks on the law as new regulations 
led private insurers to cancel certain poli¬ 
cies, even if they had to offer replacements 
to consumers. 

Biden’s promise on job-based coverage, 
which almost 160 million Americans use, 
underscores the risks of positioning him¬ 
self as the health overhaul’s chief defender. 
Fully embracing the health law and pledg¬ 
ing to expand it also means exposing Biden 
to attacks from all sides: from the left that 
wants more than what Biden is offering; 
from the right that loathes the law in any 
form; and from the middle, where voters 
remain skeptical about the nation’s com¬ 
plex and expensive health care system. 

“This is one of those issues where the 
pendulum has swung back and forth since 
‘Obamacare’ passed,” Democratic pollster 
Paul Maslin said, pointing to health care’s 
role in Republican victories in 2010 and 
Democratic wins last November. “Right 
now, we have the advantage, but I’d be a 
fool to say there’s no risk here,” Maslin 
said. 

Indeed, the Republican National Com¬ 
mittee has seized on Biden’s policy rollout. 

“Biden has to deal with the fact that he 
would be the 2020 face of Barack Obama’s 
notorious lie that if you like your health care 
plan, you can keep it,” said Steve Guest, of 



Matthew Hinton/AP 


Democratic presidential candidate and 
former Vice President Joe Biden’s 
position on the Affordable Care Act 
exposes him to attacks from all sides. 

the Republican National Committee. 

Biden is at the center of a broader Demo¬ 
cratic divide over the future of health care 
that will likely be an animating issue at 
this week’s primary debate. 

The former vice president is proposing 
to add a “public option” that would allow 
Americans to choose whether to buy gov¬ 
ernment insurance or buy private policies. 
He also would boost existing subsidies that 
consumers use to buy policies on the law’s 
exchanges. That would mark a significant 
expansion but still be a more incremental 
approach than Vermont Sen. Bernie Sand¬ 
ers’ “Medicare for All” proposal, which 
would essentially replace the private mar¬ 
ket with government insurance. 

Biden’s campaign says his position re¬ 
flects voters’ slow embrace of the 2010 
law while acknowledging voters’ concerns 
about the cost and consequences of a sin¬ 
gle-payer, government health insurance 
system and their distrust of private insur¬ 
ers and the pharmaceutical industry. 
















Tuesday, July 30,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 9 


NATION 


At least 3 killed 
in Calif, garlic 
festival shooting 


By Martha Mendoza 
and Kathleen Ronayne 

Associated. Press 

GILROY, Calif. — A 6-year-old 
boy described by his grandmother 
as always kind and happy was one 
of three people killed and at least 
15 others injured when a gunman 
heard to be “really angry” opened 
fire during the closing moments 
of a popular weekend garlic festi¬ 
val in Northern California. 

Gilroy Police Chief Scot Smith- 
ee said the gunman, who has 
been identified as Santino Wil¬ 
liam Legan, 19, was armed with 
a rifle and sneaked in through a 
fence that borders a parking lot 
next to a creek. He appeared to 
randomly target people when he 
opened fire just after 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday, the conclusion of the 
three-day festival that attracts 
more than 100,000 people to the 
city known as the “Garlic Capital 
of the World.” 

Police responded within a min¬ 
ute and killed the suspect, Smith- 
ee said. 

Some witnesses reported a sec¬ 
ond suspect, Smithee said, but it 
was unclear whether that person 
was armed or simply provided 
assistance. A manhunt continued 
late into the night. 

The 6-year-old boy was one 
among those killed, his father 
said. “My son had his whole life 
to live and he was only 6,” Alber¬ 
to Romero, the father of Stephen 
Romero, told NBC Bay Area. 
“That’s all I can say.” 

The boy’s grandmother, Mari- 
bel Romero, told ABC7 News she 
searched several hospitals before 
learning he had died. She said he 
was “always kind, happy and, you 
know, playful.” 

The wounded were taken to 


multiple hospitals, and their con¬ 
ditions ranged from fair to criti¬ 
cal, with some in surgery Sunday 
night. At least five were treated 
and released. 

The Gilroy Garlic Festival fea¬ 
tures food, cooking contests and 
music. It’s a decades-old staple 
in the agricultural city of 50,000 
about 80 miles southeast of San 
Francisco. Security is tight — fes¬ 
tival-goers pass through metal 
detectors and their bags are 
searched. 

On Sunday, the band TinMan 
was starting an encore when the 
shooting started. Singer Jack van 
Breen said he saw a man wearing 
a green shirt and grayish hand¬ 
kerchief around his neck fire into 
the food area with what looked 
like an assault rifle. He and other 
members of the band dove under 
the stage. 

Van Breen, from nearby Santa 
Clara, said he heard someone 
shout, “Why are you doing this?” 
and the reply: “Because I’m re¬ 
ally angry.” 

The audience began screaming 
and running, and the five mem¬ 
bers of the band and others dove 
under the stage. 

Bandmate Vlad Malinovsky 
said he heard a lot of shots and 
then it stopped. Later, law en¬ 
forcement came by and told those 
hiding to come out with their 
hands up. 

Taylor Jackson was working 
at a booth drawing caricatures 
when she heard gunfire, saw 
people running and “ran for the 
hills.” She said her boss ran in the 
opposite direction. Several hours 
later, Jackson was at a reunifica¬ 
tion center trying to get informa¬ 
tion on her whereabouts. 

Donna Carlson, of Reno, Nev., 
was helping a friend at a jewelry 



Noah Behger/AP 


Police officers escort people from Christmas Hill Park following a deadly shooting Sunday during the 
Gilroy Garlic Festival in Gilroy, Calif. 


booth when “all of a sudden it was 
pop, pop, pop. And I said, ‘I sure 
hope that’s fireworks.’” She got 
on her hands and knees and hid 
behind a table until police told 
her it was safe to leave. 

In a tweet, California Gov. 
Gavin Newsom called the blood¬ 
shed “nothing short of horrific” 
and expressed appreciation for 
the police response. President 
Donald Trump tweeted before 
authorities confirmed the gun¬ 
man was dead and urged people 
to “be careful and safe!” 

Video posted to social media 
showed people running in terror 
as shots rang out. 

Evenny Reyes, 13, of Gilroy, 
told the Mercury News that she 
spent the day at the festival with 
her friends and relatives. 

“We were just leaving and 
we saw a guy with a bandanna 
wrapped around his leg because 
he got shot. And there were 
people on the ground, crying,” 
Reyes said. “There was a little 
kid hurt on the ground. People 
were throwing tables and cutting 
fences to get out.” 

Reyes said that she didn’t run 
at first because the gunshots 
sounded like fireworks. “It start¬ 
ed going for five minutes, maybe 
three. It was like the movies 
— everyone was crying, people 
were screaming,” she said. 



A police officer Monday leaves the family home of Gilroy Garlic 
Festival gunman Santino William Legan, who was killed by police 
Sunday after the shooting that killed at least three people. 


Attorney: Hunger-striking immigrants forced to hydrate 


By Cedar Attanasio, 

Martha Mendoza 
and Garance Burke 

Associated Press 

EL PASO, Texas — Three Indian nation¬ 
als seeking asylum in the U.S. have been 
forced to receive IV drips at a U.S. Immi¬ 
gration and Customs Enforcement facil¬ 
ity in Texas as they approach their third 
week of a hunger strike, according to their 
attorney. 

Lawyers and activists who spoke with 
the men fear that force-feeding may be 
next. 

The U.S. Department of Justice filed or¬ 
ders with federal judges last week that re¬ 
late to nonconsensual hydration or feeding 
for four men, according to a court official. 
Linda Corchado, the lawyer for three of the 


four men named in the court orders, said 
the fourth man is also Indian and is repre¬ 
sented by another attorney. It’s unclear if 
that man was also forced to accept an IV. 

The men have been locked up for months 
— one for more than a year — and they are 
trying to appeal or reopen asylum claims 
that were denied, according to Corchado. 
As of Sunday, they had gone 20 days with¬ 
out food, she said. 

“My clients made the decision to begin 
a hunger strike to protest prolonged deten¬ 
tion and what they believe were biased and 
discriminatory practices by the immigra¬ 
tion court toward their cases,” Corchado 
said. 

ICE confirmed that there were detainee 
hunger strikes at its facilities in El Paso and 
Otero, N.M., late last week, but it would not 
comment on the claims of forced hydration 


or force-feeding. 

“All ten ICE detainees have missed at 
least nine consecutive meals, trigger¬ 
ing ICE hunger-strike protocols,” agency 
spokesman Timothy Oberle said in a state¬ 
ment. “The ICE Health Services Corps 
(IHSC) is medically monitoring the de¬ 
tainees’ health and regularly updating ICE 
of their medical status. Efforts are being 
taken to protect the detainees’ health and 
privacy.” 

One of the hunger strikers in Otero was 
deported to India eight days into his hun¬ 
ger strike, according to Corchado. ICE 
does not confirm deportations. 

Corchado said her three clients stopped 
eating while they were at the Otero immi¬ 
gration detention facility to protest their 
prolonged detention. After more than a 
week of hunger striking, they were trans¬ 


ferred to the El Paso Processing Center, 
which is about 30 miles south of Otero, in 
West Texas. 

One of the men told The Associated 
Press on Tuesday that he overheard medi¬ 
cal staff say they were being transferred to 
El Paso for force-feeding. 

On Thursday, Corchado met with her 
clients, who showed her IV equipment and 
needle pricks in their arms. She said they 
told her that medical staff showed them 
documents that they said were court orders 
for IV drips, but didn’t give them copies. 

When the immigrants refused a protein- 
filled drink that would have effectively 
ended their hunger strikes, the medical 
staff started the IVs against their will. 

ICE did not immediately reply to a re¬ 
quest for comment regarding the forced 
hydration. 
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Warren lays out vision for negotiating trade deals 


By Annie Linskey 

The Washington Post 

Sen. Elizabeth Warren on 
Monday proposed altering how 
international trade deals are ne¬ 
gotiated, saying that if elected 
president she would open the 
discussions to public comment 
and limit U.S. trading partners to 
countries that meet human rights 
and environmental standards. 

The Massachusetts Demo¬ 
crat announced her plan ahead 
of a town hall in Toledo, Ohio, in 
a part of the country that’s lost 
manufacturing jobs, and a day 
before she takes the stage in the 
second Democratic debate. 

Trade is among the few issues 
that scramble traditional parti¬ 
san lines, with centrist Demo¬ 
crats and Republicans largely 
supporting the deals while more 
populist-oriented figures in both 


parties oppose many of them. 
Warren has long been skeptical of 
trade deals, helping lead Demo¬ 
cratic opposition to the Trans-Pa¬ 
cific Partnership, a proposed deal 
with 11 Pacific Rim countries that 
President Barack Obama hoped 
to enact. 

At times, Warren’s views on 
trade have aligned somewhat 
philosophically with those of 
President Donald Trump, who 
also opposed the TPP and made 
opposition to NAFTA a key prom¬ 
ise of his campaign. His criticism 
of trade deals gave him a political 
boost in the industrial Midwest¬ 
ern states of Michigan and Wis¬ 
consin, where many blame the 
accords for shuttered factories 
and job losses. 

Warren’s restrictive views on 
trade also set her apart from other 
top contenders in the Democratic 
presidential field like former Vice 


President Joe Biden, who voted 
for NAFTA as a senator and sup¬ 
ported the TPP deal as Obama’s 
partner in the White House. 

In her plan released Monday, 
Warren seeks to focus the accords 
on labor, environmental and con¬ 
sumer interests and deemphasize 
corporate priorities. 

“Trade can be a powerful tool 
to help working families, but our 
failed pro-corporate agenda has 
used trade to harm American 
workers and the environment,” 
Warren said in a Medium post 
announcing her idea. “My plan 
represents a new approach to 
trade — one that uses America’s 
leverage to boost American work¬ 
ers and raise the standard of liv¬ 
ing across the globe.” 

Warren’s plan is the third part 
of her “economic patriotism” 
agenda, which includes initia¬ 
tives that would invest more in 


green manufacturing and impose 
new restrictions on private equity 
firms. 

On trade, Warren said she 
would make deals only with 
countries that meet sweeping en¬ 
vironmental, human rights and 
labor standards. That includes 
dealing only with countries that 
have signed the Paris climate ac¬ 
cord, eliminated domestic fossil 
fuel subsidies and signed interna¬ 
tional treaties designed to reduce 
corruption. 

Trump has pulled the United 
States out of the Paris accord. 

“Shamefully, America itself 
does not meet many of these labor 
and environmental standards 
today,” Warren wrote in her pro¬ 
posal. “I am committed to fixing 
that as president.” 

Warren also said she would 
model some aspects of trade ne¬ 
gotiations after the process used 


by federal agencies to issue new 
rules, which requires that draft 
agreements be published onhne 
for public comment. 

She would expand existing 
advisory committees to include 
more representation from labor, 
environmental and consumer 
groups. Also, she would require 
agencies to provide regional 
analyses of deals so local impacts 
could be weighed against the na¬ 
tional benefits. 

Warren also committed to 
stop using investor-state dispute 
settlement provisions, a process 
that critics say provides too much 
power to big companies. Warren 
has opposed those provisions in 
the past, saying they afford “mul¬ 
tinational corporations special 
rights to challenge American 
laws in corporate courts without 
ever stepping foot in the United 
States.” 



Photos by John Locher/AP 


Signs warn against trespassing at an entrance to the Nevada Test and Training Range near Area 51 
outside Rachel, Nev., where a Facebook prank may draw a flood of unwanted visitors. 


Rural Nev. not equipped 
for ‘storm Area 5T event 


Associated. Press 

LAS VEGAS — At first, the co¬ 
owner of the quirky alien-themed 
motel down a Nevada highway 
from the mysterious Area 51 site 
didn’t take a posting for a prank 
Facebook event too seriously. 

Then, her phone started 
ringing. 

“It doesn’t stop, our phone 
won’t stop ringing,” Connie West, 
of the Little ATe’Inn, told the Las 
Vegas Sun. 

The 10-room motel is one of few 
businesses in Rachel, a town of 54 
residents now gaining celebrity 
status among aviation and UFO 
enthusiasts attracted by the post¬ 
ing about a Sept. 20 event dubbed 
“storm Area 51.” 

More than 1 million people 
have responded to the internet 
post calling for people to “Naruto 
run” at 3 a.m. into the remote U.S. 


Air Force test area in the Nevada 
desert that has long been the focus 
of UFO conspiracy theories. 

The face-forward, arms-back 
running style is favored by 
characters in the anime series 
“Naruto.” 

“They can’t stop all of us,” 
the post jokes. “Lets see them 
aliens.” 

The military is warning people 
not to try to enter the once top- 
secret Cold War site, which is 
posted and patrolled as part of 
the vast Nevada Test and Train¬ 
ing Range. 

After refusing for decades to 
acknowledge Area 51 even ex¬ 
isted, the CIA declassified docu¬ 
ments in 2013 referring to the 
8,000-square-mile installation 
by name and locating it on a map 
near the dry Groom Lake bed. 

The base has been a testing 
ground for top-secret aircraft in¬ 


cluding the U-2 spy plane in the 
1950s and, later, the B-2 stealth 
bomber. 

“Any attempt to illegally access 
the area is highly discouraged,” 
the Air Force said in a statement 
released by Nellis Air Force Base 
near Las Vegas. 

West is apprehensive about 
what might happen if big crowds 
arrive. 

“It’s a little scary to think that 
many people could descend on a 
town of 54,” she said. “How can 
you prepare?” 

Down state Highway 375, 
dubbed the Extraterrestrial 
Highway, Linda Looney, at the 
Alien Research Center gift shop 
and campsite, told the Sun she 
also was concerned about the ef¬ 
fect of the Facebook post. 

“I don’t think it’s just a passing 
fancy,” she said. 

Lincoln County Sheriff Kerry 



Alien-themed graffiti adorns a rock along the Extraterrestrial 
Highway near Rachel. 



Grace Capati looks at a UFO display outside the Little A’Le’Inn in 
Rachel on July 22. 



Linda Looney restocks shirts at the Alien Research Center, a gift 
shop on the Extraterrestrial Highway in Crystal Springs, Nev. 


Lee said he doesn’t expect many 
people to actually show up, and 
county spokesman Ben Rowley 
tallied 184 hotel rooms in the 
county. 

But Lee said 500 or 1,000 sud¬ 
den visitors could create traffic, 
parking and congestion issues in 
a jurisdiction with 26 sworn sher¬ 
iff’s deputies and about 5,200 per¬ 


manent residents, mostly in rural 
towns including Caliente, Pioche, 
Panaca and Alamo. 

“I think this started out as a 
joke but there may be enough 
people taking it seriously and it 
could be a problem,” the sheriff 
said. “Someone is going to get 
hurt and people may go to jail. It’s 
not anything to joke about.” 
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m ■■ Scientists, volunteers worldwide 

I lyCTPI* 000 I |J dump millions of baby mollusks into 

waterways to help the environment 


By Wayne Parry 

Associated Press 

OCEAN GATE, N. J. 
estoring oyster beds and 
helping keep the water 
clean isn’t just for scien¬ 
tists and environmental 
groups anymore. 

Students, younger children and 
those with no particular scien¬ 
tific background like the idea that 
something they do this morning 
can be helping the Earth by this 
afternoon. 

Kenna Allocco, 12, of Beach- 
wood, N.J., recently helped re¬ 
move bags of whelk shells with 
baby oysters attached to them 
from a bubbling tank in prepara¬ 
tion for their journey to a Barne- 
gat Bay reef, in between asking a 
dozen or so incisive questions of 
program leaders. 

“I’m interested in how all the 
animal species interact with each 
other and in biodiversity,” she 
said. “We’re learning about this 
in school. I made a speech about 
the problem of plastic pollution in 
the ocean, and I scared my entire 
class. None of them uses plastic 
straws anymore.” 

The efforts are part of a world¬ 
wide attempt by scientists and 
volunteer environmentalists to 
dump millions of baby oysters 
into waterways where they once 
thrived before overharvesting 
and pollution virtually wiped 
out the shellfish. In addition to 
helping improve water quality 
and stabilize shorelines against 
strong storms, many people in¬ 
volved in the oyster seeding proj¬ 
ects say one of their best benefits 
is providing an immediate, easy 
way for people to get involved and 
help the environment. 

New Jersey bays 

“It’s a very real, tangible, phys¬ 
ical thing you can do and see that 
it is helpful to the environment,” 
said Zack Royle, a habitat restora¬ 
tion coordinator with the Ameri¬ 
can Littoral Society, a New Jersey 
coastal environmental group. 
“You place the seed oysters in the 
tank, you watch them grow and 
you put them into action when 
you dump them overboard.” 

The Littoral Society was one 
of two New Jersey environmen¬ 
tal groups to carry out oyster 
seeding projects in the past two 
weeks. The New York/New Jer¬ 
sey Baykeeper group is adding 
to an artificial reef it has built for 
oysters along the shoreline of the 
Earle Naval Weapons Station in 
Middletown, N. J., that was ripped 
up by Superstorm Sandy in 2012. 
Both have been cultivating and 
growing oysters in New Jersey 
bays for years. 

Meredith Comi, restoration 
director for Baykeeper, said the 


baby oysters attach themselves to 
the rows of concrete castles the 
group dumped a few hundred feet 
from shore. As the shells grow, 
they expand the mass and shape 
of the reef, providing “speed 
bumps against wave action dur¬ 
ing storms,” she said. 

A Baykeeper project in mid- 
July placed a million young oys¬ 
ters near the heavily guarded 
Navy pier. Over the past 10 years, 
they’ve set out 4 million of them 
in various spots. 

Since it built the base of an oys¬ 
ter reef using empty whelk shells 
in Ocean Gate in 2015, the Litto¬ 
ral Society has placed 6.3 million 
oysters on those shells, estimat¬ 
ing that about 207,000 remain 
alive and growing. 

At least 70 million more could 
be planted in the next few years, 
said Capt. A1 Modjeski, an official 
with the Littoral Society. 

Once they reach the water, the 
oysters have about a 10 percent 
survival rate, scientists say. 

Billion Oyster Project 

Oyster restoration projects are 
underway or have recently been 
completed in San Francisco Bay; 
Puget Sound near Seattle; in 
coastal salt ponds in Rhode Is¬ 
land and the state’s Narragansett 
Bay; in the Carolinas; in Florida 
and the other Gulf Coast states; 
in New Hampshire; and, particu¬ 
larly, in the Chesapeake Bay in 
Maryland and Virginia, where 
some of the nation’s biggest oys¬ 
ter restoration programs have 
been underway for years. 

Since launching in 2014, an 
effort to restore oysters in New 
York Harbor called the Billion 
Oyster Project has planted over 
28 million oysters, with the goal 
of reaching 1 billion by 2035. 

In Europe, oyster restoration 
projects are being done in Eng¬ 
land, Scotland, Ireland, France, 
the Netherlands, Germany and 
Sweden. 

The work usually involves sci¬ 
entific groups setting up tanks in 
which to cultivate baby oysters. 
Then they turn to volunteers to 
help put them into waterways. 

“A really important part of this 
work is connecting people back to 
the environment,” said Tim Dill¬ 
ingham, executive director of the 
Littoral Society. “This gives them 
an opportunity to become citizen- 
scientists and actually participate 
in oyster restoration. 

“We call them ‘oyster wran¬ 
glers,’ and there’s a very real as¬ 
pect to this. At the end of the day, 
the oysters you took out of a tank 
and removed from a bag and put 
into the water are on the bottom 
of the bay, doing what they do, fil¬ 
tering water and providing storm 
resilience, and you did that.” 



*lt’s a very real, tangible, physical thing you can 
do and see that it is helpful to the environment, f 

Zack Royle 

American Littoral Society 



Photos by Wayne Parry/AP 


Students load bags of baby oysters attached to whelk shells onto boats last week to put them into the 
water in Ocean Gate, NJ. 



Christine Thompson, an assistant professor at Stockton University in Galloway Township, N J., looks 
through bags of young oysters growing on whelk shells Thursday as part of an oyster restoration 
program being undertaken by the American Littoral Society in Ocean Gate. 
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Johnson's stance 
moves UK closer 
to no-deal Brexit 



Stansall, PA/AP 


British Prime Minister Boris Johnson meets engineering graduates on the construction site of a new 
tramline in Manchester before giving a speech on domestic priorities Saturday. Johnson is pushing the 
European Union to reopen negotiations on Britain’s planned withdrawal from the EU. 


By Jill Lawless 

AND DANICA KlRKA 

Associated Press 

LONDON — Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson pushed Britain 
closer to a no-deal exit from the 
European Union on Monday, in¬ 
sisting he will not hold Brexit 
talks with EU leaders unless the 
bloc lifts its refusal to reopen the 
existing divorce deal. 

Johnson is trying to pressure 
the EU to give ground by inten¬ 
sifying preparations for the U.K. 
to leave the bloc in three months 
without a deal. 

But the pound fell to a two-year 
low as business groups warned 
that neither Britain nor the bloc 
is ready for a no-deal Brexit, and 
that no amount of preparation 
can eliminate the economic dam¬ 
age if Britain crashes out of the 
28-nation trading bloc without 
agreement on the terms. 

Johnson became prime min¬ 
ister last week after winning a 
Conservative Party leadership 
contest by promising the strongly 
pro-Brexit party membership 
that the U.K. will leave the EU 
on the scheduled date of Oct. 31, 
with or without a divorce deal. 

The EU struck a withdrawal 
agreement with Johnson’s prede¬ 
cessor, Theresa May, but it was 
rejected three times by Britain’s 
Parliament. Johnson is insisting 


the bloc make major changes to 
May’s spurned deal, including 
scrapping an insurance policy for 
the Irish border that has been re¬ 
jected by U.K. lawmakers. 

“We’ll keep straining every 
sinew if there is a deal to be done, 
but the EU will need to move, 
and if they don’t, it is incredibly 
important that we are ready for 
eventualities,” Foreign Secretary 
Dominic Raab said Monday. 

The EU says it won’t reopen ne¬ 
gotiations on the deal or remove 
the border “backstop.” 

Johnson has spoken to several 
EU leaders by phone since he 
took office but has no meetings 
scheduled. His spokeswoman, Al¬ 
ison Donnelly, said he would not 
agree to negotiations unless the 
bloc lifts its refusal to change the 
withdrawal agreement. 

“He remains confident that the 
EU will stop claiming that the 
withdrawal agreement can’t be 
changed,” she said. 

If they don’t, she added, “we 
must assume there will be no deal 
on the 31st of October.” 

Before he took office, Johnson 
said the odds of Britain leaving 
the EU without a deal were a mil¬ 
lion to one. 

The pound fell to $1.2287 on 
Monday, its lowest value since 
March 2017. 

Economists warn that leaving 


the bloc without an agreement on 
terms would disrupt trade by im¬ 
posing tariffs and customs checks 
between Britain and the bloc. The 
British government’s financial 
watchdog says that could send the 
value of the pound plummeting 
and push the U.K. into recession. 

The Confederation of British 
Industry, the country’s biggest 
business lobby group, urged both 
Britain and the EU to accelerate 
Brexit preparations. It made 200 
recommendations, including new 
laws, new IT systems and agree¬ 
ments to temporarily maintain 
some common regulations. 

But it said “the unprecedented 
nature of Brexit means some as¬ 
pects cannot be mitigated.” 


“It’s like putting sandbags 
down for a flood. Your kitchen’s 
still going to be underwater, but 
maybe we can save the bedrooms 
upstairs,” said the group’s head of 
EU negotiations, Nicole Sykes. 

Another warning came from 
French automaker PSA, which 
said it could move production 
of its Vauxhall Astra model out 
of Britain if Brexit makes it un¬ 
profitable. Chief Executive Car¬ 
los Tavares told the Financial 
Times that would mean closing 
Vauxhall’s Ellesmere Port plant 
in Wales, which employs 1,000 
people. 

Johnson, contradicting the 
opinion of most experts, has said 
leaving without a divorce deal 


will be “vanishingly inexpensive” 
if Britain is properly prepared. 

He says he will “turbocharge” 
plans for a no-deal Brexit — in¬ 
cluding beefed-up border mea¬ 
sures and a multimillion-pound 
information campaign for indi¬ 
viduals and businesses — and has 
set up a high-level Cabinet “exit 
strategy committee” to oversee 
preparations. 

But he faces strong resistance 
from Parliament, which opposes 
a no-deal Brexit. 

On Monday, Johnson was visit¬ 
ing Scotland, where his plans also 
face heavy resistance. While the 
U.K. as a whole voted to leave the 
EU in 2016, Scotland backed re¬ 
maining by a large margin. 


Ailing Russian 
political leader 
returned to jail 


By Nataliya Vasilyeva 

Associated Press 

MOSCOW—Russian opposition leader Alexei Na- 
valny was discharged from a hospital Monday even 
though his physician raised suspicions of a possible 
poisoning. 

Details about Navalny’s condition were scarce 
after he was rushed to a hospital Sunday with what 
authorities said was a suspected allergy attack in¬ 
side a detention facility where he was serving a 
30-day sentence for calling an unsanctioned pro¬ 
test. Navalny, 43, was arrested several days before 
a mqjor opposition rally Saturday that ended with 
nearly 1,400 people detained. 

Tensions are running high in Moscow as dozens 
of protesters remained in custody and the opposi¬ 
tion called for a new rally for next weekend. 

Dr. Anastasiya Vasilyeva, who has been Navalny’s 
physician for several years, told reporters that the 
politician had been discharged from the hospital 
and sent back to the detention facility before the 
necessary tests were run on him. 

Doctors at the hospital initially said Navalny was 
taken in with a severe allergy attack, but Vasilyeva 
said the swelling and the rash on his face could be 



AP 


Dr. Anastasiya Vasilyeva, the physician treating 
Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny, 
suggested Navalny, who was hospitalized briefly 
and then returned to jail, may have been poisoned. 

consistent with chemical poisoning. The physician 
said the incarceration would jeopardize Navalny’s 
health. 

“He has not fully recovered. He should have been 
left under medical supervision,” she told reporters 
outside the hospital, adding that the doctors didn’t 
even try to determine what caused the swelling and 
rash. 


Extremists kill more than 
60 leaving Nigerian funeral 


By Ismail Alfa Abdulrahim 

Associated Press 

MAIDUGURI, Nigeria — Sus¬ 
pected Boko Haram extremists 
killed more than 60 people in an 
attack on villagers leaving a fu¬ 
neral in northeastern Nigeria, a 
local official said Sunday. It was 
the deadliest extremist attack 
against civilians in the region this 
year. 

Muhammad Bulama, council 
chairman of the Nganzai local 
government area, told reporters 
that 11 other people were wound¬ 
ed during the attack at midday 
Saturday. 

He called it a reprisal after vil¬ 
lagers and civilian self-defense 
forces fought off a Boko Haram 
ambush in the area two weeks 
ago, killing 11 extremists. 

Nigerians last week marked the 
grim 10-year anniversary of the 
Boko Haram insurgency, which 
has killed tens of thousands of 
people, displaced millions and 
created one of the world’s larg¬ 
est humanitarian crises. The 
extremists are known for mass 


abductions of schoolgirls and put¬ 
ting young women and men into 
suicide vests for attacks on mar¬ 
kets, mosques and other high- 
traffic areas. 

The extremists, who seek to im¬ 
pose a strict Islamic state in the 
region, have defied the claims of 
President Muhammadu Buhari’s 
administration over the years that 
the insurgency has been crushed. 
The violence also has spilled into 
neighboring Chad, Niger and 
Cameroon. 

Nigeria’s military did not im¬ 
mediately comment on Saturday’s 
attack. 

Bunu Bukar, secretary of the 
Borno Hunters Association, a 
self-defense group, said the ex¬ 
tremists roared up on Saturday 
on motorbikes and opened fire on 
villagers returning from offering 
funeral prayers for a relative. He 
said his colleagues had recovered 
nearly two dozen bodies. 

Bana Musa, who also serves on 
the local council, told The Associ¬ 
ated Press that some people man¬ 
aged to escape the gunfire. 
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China: Hong Kong 
unrest stirred up 
by Western forces 



South Korea Defense Ministry/AP 


The North Korean boat used by three North Koreans who crossed the Koreas’ sea border is docked at a 
military port in Yangyang, South Korea, on Sunday. They were to return home later Monday. 

Seoul to return North Koreans 
who crossed sea border in boat 


By Yanan Wang 
and Katie Tam 

Associated Press 

BEIJING — China blamed 
Western forces and defended po¬ 
lice conduct in remarks Monday 
about Hong Kong after the city 
endured another weekend of vio¬ 
lent clashes between protesters 
and police. 

Yang Guang, spokesman for 
the Chinese Cabinet’s Hong Kong 
and Macao Affairs Office, said 
at a news briefing that some “ir¬ 
responsible people” in the West 
have applied “strange logic” that 
prompted them to be sympathetic 
and tolerant to “violent crimes” 
while criticizing the police force’s 
“due diligence.” 

“At the end of the day, their 
intention is to create trouble in 
Hong Kong, make Hong Kong a 
problem to China, in order to con¬ 
tain China’s development,” Yang 
said, without mentioning any spe¬ 
cific individuals or countries. 

He added that such attempts 
will come to nothing because 
Beijing will tolerate no outside 
interference in the affairs of 
the semiautonomous Chinese 
territory. 

The protests in Hong Kong 
began in early June as a call to 
withdraw an extradition bill that 
would have allowed people in the 
former British colony to be sent 
to stand trial in mainland China, 
where critics say their legal rights 


would be threatened. Since the 
government indefinitely suspend¬ 
ed the legislation, demonstrators 
have broadened their scope to 
demand greater democracy and 
government accountability. 

Police on Sunday repeatedly 
fired tear gas and rubber bullets 
to drive back protesters block¬ 
ing Hong Kong streets with road 
signs and umbrellas. 

The protesters have demanded 
an independent inquiry into po¬ 
lice conduct at the protests, which 
they say has been abusive. 

Yang said the Chinese govern¬ 
ment firmly supports the police 
in Hong Kong. 

“We understand the huge pres¬ 
sure facing the Hong Kong police 
and their families and would like 
to salute the Hong Kong police 
who have been fearlessly sticking 
to their posts and fulfilling their 
duties against all odds,” he said. 

Hong Kong’s government and 
police force have said the pro¬ 
tests have placed considerable 
strain on their officers, who are 
dispatched in large numbers for 
the protests, which occur at least 
once a week and generally go late 
into the night despite repeated 
appeals to disband. Hong Kong 
authorities said those pressures 
made it difficult for police to 
act immediately when a band of 
white-clad assailants beat people 
inside the Yuen Long train station 
on July 21. 


Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — South 
Korea said Monday it’s returning 
three North Koreans who crossed 
the Koreas’ sea border aboard a 
wooden fishing boat over the 
weekend. 

Seoul’s Unification Ministry 
said in a statement it decided 
to let the North Koreans return 
home in line with their wishes. 

It said the North Koreans were 


to sail across the sea border back 
to North Korea aboard the same 
boat later Monday. 

Fishing boats drift across the 
Koreas’ eastern sea border in 
both directions. South Korea typ¬ 
ically returns North Korean fish¬ 
ermen unless they are suspected 
of espionage. But it also lets them 
resettle in the South if they want, 
often triggering angry responses 
from the North. 


North Korea on Saturday re¬ 
leased two South Koreans and 
15 Russians whose fishing boat 
drifted into North Korean waters 
10 days ago. Those crew mem¬ 
bers returned to South Korea on 
Sunday. 

Ties between the Koreas re¬ 
main cool amid a lack of prog¬ 
ress in U.S.-led diplomacy aimed 
at ending North Korea’s nuclear 
program. 


Rising population of tigers in 
India a ‘historic achievement’ 



Photos by Bikas Das/AP 


Left: Schoolchildren wearing tiger masks join an awareness rally to mark International Tiger Day at the 
Alipore zoo in Kolkata, India, on Monday. Right: A Royal Bengal tiger sits in its enclosure at the zoo. 


By Ashok Sharma 

Associated Press 

NEW DELHI — India’s tiger 
population has grown to nearly 
3,000, making the country one of 
the safest habitats for the endan¬ 
gered animals. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
released the tiger count for 2018 
on Monday and said it’s a “histor¬ 
ic achievement” for India, whose 
big cat population had dwindled 
to 1,400 about 14 to 15 years ago. 

India estimates its tiger popu¬ 
lation every four years. Environ¬ 
ment Minister Prakash Javadekar 
said the tiger population was 2,226 
in the last count, in 2014. 

The tiger is India’s national 
animal and is categorized as en¬ 
dangered under the Wildlife Pro¬ 
tection Act. 

The human conflict with tigers 
has gradually increased since the 
1970s, when India started a tiger 
conservation program that carved 
out sanctuaries in national parks 
and made it a crime to kill them. 


“With around 3,000 tigers, 
India has emerged as of one of 
the biggest and safest habitats 
for them in the world,” Modi said, 
praising all the stakeholders in¬ 
volved in the country’s tiger con¬ 
servation exercise. 

“Nine years ago, it was decided 
in St. Petersburg (Russia) that 
the target of doubling the tiger 
population would be 2022. We in 
India completed this target four 
years in advance,” Modi said. 

He also said the number of pro¬ 
tected areas in the country rose 
to 860 last year from 692 in 2014. 
Similarly, the number of com¬ 
munity reserves has risen to 100 
from 43 in 2014. 

Belinda Wright, founder of the 
Wildlife Protection Society of 
India, based in New Delhi, said 
India should be very proud of its 
conservation achievement as the 
latest study was a much larger 
and more thorough estimation of 
the tiger population than previ¬ 
ous studies. 

“But we still have a long way 


to go to secure a long-term future 
for wild tigers,” she cautioned, 
adding that human-tiger conflict 
was one of the biggest conserva¬ 
tion challenges because India has 
so many people. 

The conflict between wildlife, 
confined to ever-shrinking for¬ 
ests and grasslands, and India’s 
human population is deadly. Gov¬ 
ernment data shows about one 


person is killed every day by ti¬ 
gers or elephants. 

Last week, some enraged vil¬ 
lagers chased and killed a tiger 
with sticks after it killed a woman 
working in a farm in the northern 
Indian village of Khiri. The re¬ 
gion is part of the Pilibhit Tiger 
Range, forest Officer Vivek Ti- 
wari said. 

Tiwari said the police have ar¬ 


rested four villagers. The area 
is about 215 miles east of New 
Delhi. 

Wright said the government 
should not relax any protection 
measure and should avoid “huge 
linear intrusions, including high¬ 
ways, railways, electric power 
lines and canals through pro¬ 
tected areas, as this leads to in¬ 
creased human-tiger conflict.” 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER 


Growth rate of US economy slows in second quarter 


Consumers and businesses are going their 
separate ways. If the pattern continues, it is 
not a good sign for the economy, 9 

Sung Won Sohn 

business economist at Loyola Marymount University in California 


By Martin Crutsinger 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
economy slowed sharply in 
the April-June quarter even 
as consumers stepped up their 
spending. 

The gross domestic product, the 
economy’s total output of goods 
and services, grew at a 2.1% an¬ 
nual rate last quarter, down from 
a 3.1% gain in the first quarter, 
the Commerce Department esti¬ 
mated Friday. 

But consumer spending, which 
drives about 70% of economic 
activity, accelerated to a sizzling 
4.3% growth rate after a lack¬ 
luster 1.1% annual gain in the 
January-March quarter, boosted 
in particular by auto sales. The 
resurgent strength in household 
spending was offset by a widen¬ 
ing of the trade deficit and slower 
business inventory rebuilding. 

Economists also noted that 
business capital investment fell 
in the April-June quarter for the 
first time in three years. That 
weakness likely reflects some re¬ 
luctance by businesses to commit 
to projects because of uncertain¬ 
ty surrounding President Donald 
Trump’s trade war with China. 

Indeed, most analysts think the 
U.S. economy could slow through 
the rest of the year, reflecting 
global weakness and the trade 
war between the world’s two larg¬ 
est economies. 

Last week, the International 
Monetary Fund downgraded its 
outlook for the world economy 
because of the trade conflict. 
China’s own growth sank last 
quarter to its lowest level in at 
least 26 years after Trump raised 
his tariffs on Chinese imports to 
pressure Beijing over the tactics 
it’s using to challenge U.S. tech¬ 
nological dominance. Economists 
say China’s slowdown might ex¬ 


tend into next year, which would 
have global repercussions be¬ 
cause many countries feed raw 
materials to Chinese factories. 

Europe, too, is weakening in 
the face of global trade tensions 
— a concern that led the Euro¬ 
pean Central Bank to signal that 
more economic stimulus could be 
coming soon. 

The global weakness is a key 
reason why the Federal Reserve 
is widely expected to cut interest 
rates this week for the first time 
in more than a decade and to sig¬ 
nal that it may further ease credit 
in the months ahead. 

Sung Won Sohn, a business 
economist at Loyola Marymount 
University in California, noted 
the disparity between solid U.S. 
consumer spending and tepid 
corporate investment. 

“Consumers and businesses are 
going their separate ways,” Sohn 
said. “If the pattern continues, it 
is not a good sign for the economy 
because there would be fewer 
jobs. For this reason, the Federal 
Reserve will go ahead with an in¬ 
terest rate cut next week.” 

Larry Kudlow, head of the 
president’s National Economic 
Council, blamed last year’s four 
rate increases by the Fed, rather 
than Trump’s trade policies, for 
last quarter’s drop in business 
investment. 

“I don’t think the trade fac¬ 
tor is nearly as important as the 
monetary factor,” Kudlow said 
in a CNBC interview Friday. “I 
am hoping that monetary policy 


makes the shift that investors are 
expecting.” 

Trump has been pressuring 
the Fed through a series of tweets 
to start cutting rates. Economists 
expect a quarter-point reduction 
in the federal funds rate, which 
influences many consumer and 
business loan rates, when the 
central bank meets next week. 

Responding to Friday’s GDP 
report, Trump tweeted, “Q2 Up 
2.1%. Not bad considering we 
have the very heavy weight of the 
Federal Reserve anchor wrapped 
around our neck. Almost no infla¬ 
tion. USA is set to Zoom!” 

Later, speaking to reporters in 
the Oval Office about the Fed, 
Trump said, “They acted too soon 
and too violently” in raising rates 
nine times since late 2015. Trump 
also complained about the Fed’s 
efforts to lower its bond holdings, 
saying that was driving up rates 
as well. 

Trump said that without the 
Fed’s tightening moves, growth 
would have been 4.5% in the sec¬ 
ond quarter instead of 2.1% and 
the Dow Jones Industrial Aver¬ 
age, which along with other stock 
gauges has been setting record 
highs, would be 5,000 to 10,000 
points higher. 

Asked if he felt the dollar was 
too high against other currencies, 
making it harder to export U.S. 
products, Trump said a strong 
dollar “is a beautiful thing in a 
way but it makes it very hard to 
compete.” 

Kudlow told reporters earlier 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


Friday that the administration 
had a White House meeting ear¬ 
lier this month and ruled out in¬ 
tervening in currency markets 
to weaken the dollar. But in his 
comments with reporters, Trump 
seemed to still leave the door 
open to such a move, which could 
violate commitments the United 
States has made with other major 
economies not to manipulate cur¬ 
rencies to gain trade advantages. 

On Friday, besides issuing its 
first of three estimates of growth 
in the April-June quarter, the 
government reported that by 
one measure, the economy grew 
more slowly in 2018 than it had 
previously estimated. As part of 
its annual revisions to GDP, the 
government downgraded its esti¬ 
mate for 2018 growth from 3% to 
2.5%. 

Trump had frequently boast¬ 
ed of the now-downgraded 3% 
fourth-quarter-over-fourth- 
quarter GDP figure for 2018 as 
evidence that his policies have 
invigorated the economy. 

For the January-March quar¬ 
ter, a narrower trade deficit and 
a surge in business restocking 
had contributed 1.3 percentage 
points to the 3.1% annual gain. 
But economists had cautioned 
that this strength was likely to be 
temporary. 

For the second half of this year, 
economists say they think GDP 
will grow at a modest annual rate 
of 2% or slightly lower, leading to 
growth for the full year of around 
2.5%. 

That would be a disappoint¬ 
ment to the Trump administra¬ 
tion, which is forecasting that 
Trump’s economic policies of tax 
cuts, deregulation and tougher 
trade enforcement will lift the 
U.S. economy to sustained gains 
in coming years of 3% or better. 
Trump often cites the economy’s 
performance at his campaign ral¬ 


lies, saying his policies have lifted 
the economy out of a decadelong 
slowdown he blames on the 
wrongheaded policies pursued by 
the Obama administration. 

While economists see the tax 
cut Trump pushed through Con¬ 
gress in late 2017 as a key factor 
boosting growth last year, they 
expect the impact of those cuts to 
fade this year. 

Most think it would leave the 
economy growing close to the an¬ 
nual average of 2.3% that has pre¬ 
vailed since this expansion began 
in June 2009. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (July 30).$1.1406 

Dollar buys (July 30).€0.8767 

British pound (July 30).$1.27 

Japanese yen (July 30).106.00 

South Korean won (July 30).1,151.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.2252 

Canada (Dollar).1.3162 

China (Yuan).6.8937 

Denmark (Krone).6.7108 

Egypt (Pound).16.5897 

Euro.$1.1126/0.8988 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8186 

Hungary (Forint).294.33 

Israel (Shekel).3.5255 

Japan (Yen).108.65 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3045 

Norway (Krone).8.7080 

Philippines (Peso).51.01 

Poland (Zloty).3.85 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7508 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3716 

South Korea (Won).1,184.00 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9916 

Thailand (Baht).30.86 

Turkey (Lira).5.6148 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.5.50 

Discount rate.3.00 

Federal funds market rate.2.40 

3-month bill.2.06 

30-year bond.2.60 
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Jack Hanrahan, the Erie (Pa.) Times-News/AP 

The face of ‘Octosurfer’ 

Dylan Sylvester, 9, of Lancaster, N.Y., was part of the octopus sand sculpture called “Octosurfer.” It was created for the competition at 
Beach 8 during Discover Presque Isle Days in Erie, Pa., on Saturday. 

THE CENSUS 

The number of chickens a New Hampshire farm lost 
due to the recent extreme heat. The Vernon Family 
Farm in Newfields said the birds died of heatstroke on 
July 20. Owner Jeremiah Vernon told WMUR-TV the 
farm has about 6,000 chickens and about 35,000 in 
pasture. He said the chickens that died were the oldest on the farm and they were 
set to be processed on July 22. 


400 


Woman accused in raw 
beef insurance scheme 

X Y HOUSTON — Authori- 
I VV ties are accusing a 
Texas woman of taking part in a 
scheme in which she claimed she 
was served raw hamburger meat 
at two different locations of a fast- 
food chain. 

Cassandra Brooks, 53, a for¬ 
mer lieutenant with the Texas 
Department of Criminal Justice, 
has been charged with insurance 
fraud and faces up to 10 years in 
prison if convicted. 

Harris County District Attor¬ 
ney Kim Ogg said Brooks was 
awarded more than $10,000 as 
part of an insurance settlement 
after she claimed that she had 
been served raw beef at a Sonic 
restaurant in Lake Charles, La., 
in July 2018. Prosecutors said 
Brooks made a similar claim at 
a Sonic in suburban Houston a 
month later. 

Woman awoken by 
splash; gator in pool 

P| PORT CHARLOTTE 
I mm — A Florida woman 
heard a splash coming from her 
backyard swimming pool in the 
middle of the night, and when she 
went outside to check on it she 
found a 7-foot alligator. 

It took authorities in Port Char¬ 
lotte four hours to remove the 
gator early Saturday. 

Kerri Kibbe told television sta¬ 
tion WBBH that the gator initial¬ 
ly was just resting at the bottom 
of the pool, but when she turned 
on the outside lights the reptile 
started stirring. 

Kibbe said she thought she 
would just let the gator find its 
way out of the pool but then real¬ 
ized that was a bad idea consid¬ 
ering she has three children and 
three dogs. 

Couple fills up on gas, 
wins $1M in lottery 

|L|^ KILL DEVIL HILLS 
— It turned out to be 
a good time to be running out of 
gas. 

North Carolina lottery officials 
said a West Virginia couple vaca¬ 
tioning in North Carolina bought 
a $2 Powerball ticket after run¬ 
ning low on gas and they won $1 
million. 

Dennis Woolwine told lottery 
officials that he and his wife, Mi¬ 
chelle, were driving to check on 
their beach house in the Outer 
Banks when their gas light came 
on. He said they went inside a 
Circle K in Kill Devil Hills for a 
drink and decided to also get a 
lottery ticket. 

Man accused of robbing 
same bank branch twice 

I IX OGDEN —A Utah man 
I is accused of robbing 
the same bank twice. 

A federal indictment charges 
Anthony Thomas Murdzak, 52, 
of Logan, with robbing a Wells 
Fargo branch in Ogden on June 
4 and June 24, allegedly getting a 
total of $8,650 from tellers on the 
two different occasions. 

According to a complaint filed 
by an FBI agent, tellers thought 


it was the same man in both rob¬ 
beries, and investigators identi¬ 
fied Murdzak through a pickup 
truck used in both robberies. 

The complaint also said 
Murdzak served time in federal 
prison on a weapons conviction 
and that he was told by another 
inmate how to rob banks. 

Murdzak has pleaded not 
guilty. 

School district to allow 
teachers to carry guns 

Uiy LANDER — A Wyo- 
WW I ming school district 
has decided to allow teachers and 
staff to carry guns in school. 

The Casper Star-Tribune re¬ 
ported the Fremont County school 
board voted 4-2 on July 23 to allow 
approved staff to carry guns. 

Opponents argued the board 
ignored overwhelming opposi¬ 
tion. Board member Brett Berg 
said there was more support for 
the policy than what was appar¬ 
ent at board meetings. 

The policy includes an applica¬ 
tion process along with training 
and drug-testing requirements. It 
also includes legal protection for 
staff who use their weapons with¬ 
in the scope of their duties. 

Cat recovering after 
being shot by arrow 

A ROANOKE — An ani- 
w mal rescue agency in 
Virginia said a cat is recovering 
in its care after it was shot with 
an arrow. 

News outlets reported Roanoke 
County police received a call on 
Thursday and found the wounded 


cat. Angels of Assisi Executive Di¬ 
rector Lisa O’Neill said on Friday 
that animal control officers took 
the cat to an emergency animal 
clinic to have the arrow removed. 
The cat was transferred to Angels 
of Assisi for further treatment. 

O’Neill said the cat, which they 
named Little John, is on antibi¬ 
otics and pain medicine. O’Neill 
said the cat is eating and has been 
able to stand up and walk. 

Group rescues 9 osprey 
chicks after tornado 

||i| A EASTHAM — Wild- 
lwl^% life rehabilitators 
have begun returning osprey 
chicks to nests after their homes 
were damaged by storms and 
tornadoes. 

Wild Care Cape Cod Executive 
Director Stephanie Ellis told The 
Boston Globe that nine living os¬ 
prey chicks were found from five 
different nests damaged July 23. 

Power was temporarily shut 
down near one of the nests in 
Chatham on Thursday so the fire 
department could return a chick 
to its home. An electrical wire 
had fallen on the nest. 

Two chicks from Harwich and 
two from Dennis were placed 
in a makeshift nest —a plastic 


swimming pool filled with sticks 
placed inside an aviary. Three 
birds have yet to be released. 

Girl, 12, charged with 
painting swastikas 

NY GENEVA — A 12- 
It I year-old girl has been 
charged with spray-painting 
swastikas on the sides of a church 
and other buildings in New York’s 
Finger Lakes region. 

Police in Ontario County said 
the Geneva resident was charged 
Thursday with criminal mischief 
as a juvenile delinquent and will 
face the charges in family court. 

Earlier this month, authorities 
found a swastika on Mount Cal¬ 
vary Church in Geneva, about 
an hour’s drive southeast of 
Rochester. 

Other swastikas were found in 
Geneva recently on a garage door 
and on an armory. The phrase 
“white power” was also spray- 
painted on a garage door. 

Fire department’s new 
truck goes up in flames 

TV ABILENE — A nearly 
I W. $350,000 firetruck de¬ 
livered last month to a West Texas 


department went up in flames 
during a test drive to check the 
brakes. 

Snyder fire Chief Perry West¬ 
moreland said Friday that the 
new pumper truck was destroyed 
a day earlier in Abilene. 

Westmoreland said the rig, put 
into service June 19, was driven 
Thursday to a Freightliner dealer 
for warranty work. 

He said a mechanic and a driver 
took the truck out to evaluate the 
brakes when they heard a boom, 
got out and saw a rear tire on fire. 
The flames then spread. 

Nobody was hurt. 

Brain-eating amoeba 
kills swimmer in lake 

N RALEIGH — A North 

It Carolina man died 

from a rare brain-eating amoeba 
after swimming in a man-made 
lake at a water park, officials said 
Wednesday. 

The state Department of Health 
and Human Resources said in a 
news release that the infection 
was caused by the amoeba natu¬ 
rally present in warm freshwater 
during the summer. The unnamed 
person became sick after swim¬ 
ming in Fantasy Lake Water Park 
in Hope Mills in Cumberland 
County on July 12. 

The federal Centers for Dis¬ 
ease Control and Prevention con¬ 
firmed it was caused by Naegleria 
fowleri, a single-celled organism 
known as the brain-eating amoe¬ 
ba. It can be fatal if forced up the 
nose but does not cause illness if 
swallowed. 

From wire reports 
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'Power' snubs by Emmys 
were racial, says 50 Cent 


By Jonathan Landrum Jr. 

Associated Press 

50 Cent said he thinks “Power” being overlooked 
by the Emmys over the years was racial despite the 
success of popular Starz series that has a promi¬ 
nently black cast. 

“I like to say it’s racial. That’s the easy way to get 
out of things,” said the rapper and executive pro¬ 
ducer of the series during a panel discussion July 
26 at the Television Critics Association Press Tour. 
“People who are running and connected to these 
ceremonies are not necessarily cool people.” 

After 50 Cent’s comments, “Power” creator 
Courtney Kemp — who accompanied him on stage 
— sarcastically said, “So now, we’ll never get one.” 

“Power” stars Omari Hardwick as a man who’s 
trying to leave behind his life as a drug kingpin 
and go legit. The series has become one of Starz’s 
most popular shows, but the popularity of the series 
hasn’t translated into Emmy nominations. 

50 Cent said he experienced being overlooked be¬ 
fore during his music career, especially when his 
debut studio album “Get Rich or Die Tryin’” was 
released in 2003. 

“This project is the same material I used for my 
music,” he said. “I didn’t receive an award for best 
new artist when I had the largest debut for a hip-hop 
album. I sold more records for a first album today. I 
look at it the same. I’m going to make the numbers. 
The viewership before we’re done with it, they’ll 
be looking around saying ‘Yeah, we (expletive) up 
again.’” 

“Power” will air its sixth and final season in two 
parts, Starz said. The first portion, which contains 
10 episodes, will begin as previously announced on 
Aug. 25. The concluding five episodes will start air¬ 
ing in January. 

Kemp said the Emmy snubs were “disappoint¬ 
ing.” But she was happy that the show has gotten 
recognition from its “core audience,” including the 
NAACP Image Awards. 

“I thought we were doing something new and 
fresh,” Kemp said. “I was hoping that the Emmy vot¬ 
ers would take notice, and they didn’t. You just ac- 


TCA PRESS TOUR 

cept it and move on. But we’ve been winning Image 
Awards now for quite some time. It feels as though 
our core audience does love and respect the show. 
Not every show gets the attention it deserves.” 

Mary J. Blige to star in first 
of several 'Power’ spinoffs 

The end of “Power” is the beginning of several 
planned spinoffs, the first fea¬ 
turing Mary J. Blige. 

The Grammy-winning 
singer and actress said the an¬ 
nouncement was probably the 
most exciting thing that would 
happen to her this year. 

Blige’s casting in the new 
show, titled “Power Book II: 

Ghost,” was announced July 
26. 

“I have been a fan of ‘Power’ 
forever,” said the singer, who 
was nominated for an Acad¬ 
emy Award for best supporting 
actress and original song for her work on the Netflix 
film “Mudbound.” 

“It’s so relative to how I grew up,” she added. “I’m 
so grateful to be a part of this.” 

“Power” executive producers Curtis “50 Cent” 
Jackson and Courtney A. Kemp said the spinoff is 
intended to be part of a collection of new shows in¬ 
spired by the world of “Power.” 

Naturi Naughton, who stars in the series as Tasha 
St. Patrick, said Blige will be a great element to the 
spinoff. 

“Musically, you know she’s going to keep it real,” 
she said. “In the acting space, I saw her in ‘Mud- 
bound’ and her getting the opportunity to get nomi¬ 
nated in so many different areas. I have no doubt 
in my mind that whatever they have her do in 
this spinoff that she is going to murder it. She’s a 
professional.” 



Mary J. Blige 



Photos by Matt Sayles, Invision/AP 


Rapper Curtis “50 Cent” Jackson, shown July 26 at a Television Crit¬ 
ics Association event in Beverly Hills, Calif., is an executive producer 
of “Power.” He says the Emmys have overlooked the TV series. 



Hathaway: Compassion 
grew after bipolar role 

Anne Hathaway says playing 
a bipolar character in Amazon’s 
new series “Modern Love” af¬ 
fected her emotionally long after 
she wrapped the role. 

Hathaway plays Terry Cheney, 
a woman navigating romance 
with bipolar disorder, in an epi¬ 
sode of the anthology. The series, 
based on The New York Times’ 
column of the same name, debuts 
Oct. 18. 

Hathaway said June 27 that the 
role gave her a heightened com¬ 
passion for people with mental ill¬ 
nesses who can’t walk away once 
the cameras stop rolling. She 
said she hopes telling stories like 
Cheney’s will open up conversa¬ 
tion surrounding mental illness. 
From The Associated Press 


‘Lion King,’ Tarantino film share box office glory 


From wire services 

Though it couldn’t topple “The Lion King” 
to achieve box office domination, Quentin 
Tarantino’s “Once Upon a Time in Holly¬ 
wood” gave the director the best opening 
weekend of his career, earning $40.4 million, 
according to estimates from measurement 
firm Comscore. 

The film marks the director’s biggest open¬ 
ing weekend of any of his nine films, besting 
2009’s “Inglourious Basterds,” which de¬ 
buted to $38 million on its way to $321.5 mil¬ 
lion in global receipts. 

“Once Upon a Time in Hollywood,” which 
was made for $90 million, stars Leonardo 
DiCaprio as a TV star on the decline and 
Brad Pitt as his longtime, long-suffering 
stunt double. It earned a B CinemaScore and 
an 85% “fresh” rating on review aggregation 
site Rotten Tomatoes. The film is the first 
Tarantino movie not released by disgraced 
film mogul Harvey Weinstein after his stu¬ 
dio’s declaration of bankruptcy last year. 

Tarantino’s 2012 hit “Django Unchained” 
opened with $30 million on its way to $425 
million globally. Most recently, the director’s 
2015 Western “The Hateful Eight” earned 
a relatively modest $155.8 million world¬ 
wide with $54 million in North American 
receipts. 

Disney’s live-action “Lion King” adap¬ 


tation continued its box office reign for a 
second consecutive weekend, adding $75.5 
million (a 61% drop) for a cumulative $350.8 
million. The film, which opened with a stel¬ 
lar $191.8 million in North America last 
weekend, stands at $962.7 million in world¬ 
wide receipts. 

At No. 3, “Spider-Man: Far From Home” 
added $12.2 million in its fourth weekend for 
a cumulative $344.5 million. The film sur¬ 
passed $1 billion in worldwide receipts last 
week and stands at $1.03 billion. 

In fourth place, Disney’s “Toy Story 4” 
added $9.9 million in its sixth weekend for a 
cumulative $395.6 million. 

Rounding out the top five, Paramount’s 
“Crawl” added $4 million in its third week¬ 
end for a cumulative $31.5 million. 

MTV announces first films 
in new documentary division 

Films about living in the shadow of the U.S. 
Capitol and a St. Louis-area activist turned 
politician will be the first released by MTV’s 
new documentary division. 

“17 Blocks” tells the story of an African 
American family in Washington. “St. Louis 
Superman” is about Bruce Franks Jr., who 
was involved in protests against law enforce¬ 
ment in Ferguson, Mo., and then was elected 


to the Missouri legislature. 

Both films will have short theater runs be¬ 
fore appearing on MTV this fall. 

Other news 

■ Russi Taylor, an actress who gave voice 
to Minnie Mouse for more than three de¬ 
cades, died July 26 in Glendale, Calif. She 
was 75. The cause was not immediately clear. 
Taylor became the official voice of Minnie in 
1986, beating out more than 200 competitors 
who auditioned. She voiced Minnie across 
Disney projects in film, television and theme 
parks. She also provided voices for many 
other minor Disney characters and for sev¬ 
eral smaller characters on “The Simpsons.” 

■ Meryl Streep will be the first recipient 
of the Toronto International Film Festival’s 
TIFF Tribute Actor Award during a Feb. 9 
charity gala. 

■ A new television show featuring New 
Orleans chef Isaac Toups is slated to launch 
Aug. 3. The show is dubbed “Kitchen Take¬ 
over” and will air on the Food Network. 
It will feature Toups traveling around the 
country and helping failing restaurants and 
food-related businesses to get back on track. 

■ “The Handmaid’s Tale” will be renewed 
for a fourth season, Hulu announced on its 
Twitter account July 26, posting a promo 
video along with it. 
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2019 Edge ST gets edgier, packs more punch 


By Barry Spyker 

Tribune News Service 

T he Ford Edge has become the first 
crossover SUV in the Blue Oval 
group to wear the ST, or Sport 
Technology, badge, featuring en¬ 
hanced performance and sporty styling. 
Slapping that coveted badge on a midsize 
crossover may raise some eyebrows. 

But it sure looks the part, with piano- 
black mesh grille (which also enables 40% 
better cooling) and its big brakes (rear ro¬ 
tors at 13.6 inches) with red calipers. It has 
aggressive headlights and neat hood creas¬ 
es and flares. “Ford Performance” is em¬ 
blazoned on the door sills. Dual exhausts 
are integrated right into the bumper — all 
pretty cool. 

And kudos to a new 2.7-liter twin-turbo 
EcoBoost V-6 that puts out 335 horsepow¬ 
er and 380 pound-feet of torque. That’s 20 
more horses and 30 more pound-feet of 
torque than the previous Edge Sport. Step 
on the accelerator and 60 mph comes in 
5.8 seconds, about a tenth better than the 
old Sport model. Top speed is listed at 130 
mph. 

Stiffer shocks (15% stiffer up front, 20% 
at rear) and a sport-tuned all-wheel-drive 
system add grip and minimize body roll. 
Ford’s “Intelligent AWD” can send nearly 
100% power to the front or rear, and its 
torque vectoring system can shift power 


from left to right for grip and stability on 
corners. 

So what’s missing? Well, the Edge some¬ 
how still lacks the energetic, horse-buck¬ 
ing feel we expect from an ST. First off, at 
4,477 pounds, it’s a big and heavy machine. 
That’s great for families, with near class¬ 
leading cargo space, but it doesn’t usually 
spell fun. It holds corners well enough but 
not with a mischievous grin. 

The Sport button in the center of the ro¬ 
tary shifter gets it faster and louder, even 
if some of that engine noise is being piped 
in from the speakers. And an eight-speed 
transmission climbs through the gears 
smoothly though somewhat leisurely. Go 
with the paddle shifters for better throttle 
response and longer shift points, and more 
fun cornering. 

But it’s best to shop the Edge ST as a fam¬ 
ily crossover first, performance car sec¬ 
ond. It’s quiet, comfortable and functional. 
It handles rougher roads wonderfully, even 
with the stiffer suspension. And it can tow 
nearly 3,500 pounds. Expect around 26 mpg 
on the highway, 19 mpg around town and 22 
combined, according to EPA figures. 

Inside, the five-seat Edge has ST logos 
on the seat backs and steering wheel. Bol¬ 
stered leather seats with contrast stitching 
look good and can be heated and cooled. A 
panoramic sunroof is optional. 

The gauge cluster looks a little dated but 
it does include ST-exclusive display modes 


for anyone thinking of weekend track runs. 
Ford’s Sync3 infotainment system is among 
the best in the business — good graphics 
and easy to navigate through. Plus, with 
the FordPass Connect app, you can locate 
and start your car remotely or talk with 
Amazon’s Alexa. 

The Ontario, Canada-built Edge scores 
high on roominess when it comes to head- 
and legroom. There are sufficient storage 
cubbies, but a small phone slot in front of 
the center console is oddly placed and not 
easy to use when drink holders are in use. 

Rear cargo space is generous: 40 cubic 
feet with the seats up, 73 cubes with them 
folded down. It has a hands-free lift gate, 
too — just swipe a foot under the bumper. 
But if space is a priority, consider that this 
is a five-seater and you could get a third 
row with more storage for about the same 
bucks. Options packages can increase the 
Edge’s price to over $50,000 too, well into 
the range of three-row SUVs. 

A safety package ($5,585) includes adap¬ 
tive cruise control with stop and go, eva¬ 
sive steering assist and lane centering, 
and automatic parallel parking. The bigger 
brakes come with 21-inch wheels for an 
extra $2,695. 

The Edge offers comfort, decent roomi¬ 
ness with a nice dose of performance on 
the side. Not a bad compromise for moms 
and dads who haven’t forgotten that getting 
there is half the fun. 


2019 Ford Edge ST 



As tested: $52,225 (includes Equipment 
Group 401A with sunroof, evasive steering 
and park assist, $5,585; ST Performance 
Brake Package, $2,695) 

What’s all the excitement about? Edge 
wears the ST badge: more guts, power and 
swagger. 

Powertrain: 2.7-liter EcoBoost V-6, pumping 
out 335 hp and 380 pound-feet of torque 
How’s the performance? Improved accelera¬ 
tion — makes 60 mph in 5.8 seconds; all- 
wheel-drive and stiffer suspension improves 
handling. 

What about fuel economy? EPA-rated at 19 
mpg city, 26 highway (22 combined) 
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By Trudy Rubin 

The Philadelphia Inquirer 

W hen President Donald Trump 
met Pakistani Prime Minister 
Imran Khan at the White 
House last week, he boasted 
that he could win the 18-year-long war in 
Afghanistan “in a week.” 

“I just don’t want to kill 10 million peo¬ 
ple,” Trump said. “If I wanted to win that 
war, Afghanistan would be wiped off the 
face of the earth. It would be gone. And I 
don’t want to go that route.” 

Translated from Trumpspeak, the presi¬ 
dent apparently meant that the United 
States could bomb Afghanistan back to the 
Stone Age if he wanted to oust the Taliban 
by military means. Never mind that the Af¬ 
ghan people — presumably the 10 million 
— aren’t our enemies, and we have been 
fighting alongside Afghan army troops 
against the Taliban for nearly two decades. 
A horrified Afghan government asked for 
“clarification.” 

The point the president was really trying 
to make was that he wants Pakistan to help 
America quit Afghanistan. The Pakistani 
military and Inter-Services Intelligence 
have long been the Taliban’s key backers. 
So Trump hopes Pakistan will help special 
U.S. envoy Zalmay Khalilzad wrap up a 
deal with the Islamists. 

But banking on Pakistan to deliver its 
proxies is like inviting the Taliban to take 
Kabul. Judging by the tone of his sit-down 
with Khan in the White House, the presi¬ 
dent is ripe to get played. 

Keep in mind that Pakistan has served as 
a safe haven for Taliban leaders for nearly 
two decades. Without Pakistani arms and 
training of Taliban fighters — and the abil¬ 
ity of those fighters to regroup on Paki¬ 
stani soil — the Afghan civil war would 
have ended long ago. 

“If Pakistan wants to help (end the Af¬ 
ghan War) they should stop providing the 


By Kathleen Parker 

Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
he picture that spoke far more 
words than former special coun¬ 
sel Robert Mueller uttered during 
last week’s hearings was taken 
by renowned photographer David Hume 
Kennerly. 

The close-up of Mueller’s face was a 
portrait of rare depth, the sort one is more 
likely to find on a Leonardo da Vinci can¬ 
vas with all its shadows, hollows and his 
soulful, nearly weeping eyes. I found my¬ 
self thinking of paintings of the Agony in 
the Garden, showing Jesus’ upturned face 
as he prayed. No doubt, Mueller, too, was 
praying that this all would soon be over. 

On Instagram, Kennerly captioned his 
photo, “Weary warrior.” 

The tag was fitting and perfect. Muel¬ 
ler, a Vietnam War hero and recipient of a 
Bronze Star, has fought nobly throughout a 
life of distinguished public service. Wheth¬ 
er defending his country on the battlefield 
or as director of the FBI, he has by all ac¬ 
counts been a man of honor, dignity and 
careful judgment. 

After two years of draining the swamp of 
several of its slimiest occupants — all asso¬ 
ciates of the president of the United States 
— Mueller had to present himself one final 
time for the benefit of politicians bent on 
showboating at his expense. Democrats 
wanted to get him on record saying that he 
did not exonerate President Donald Trump 
of possible obstruction of justice, which ev¬ 
eryone who cared already knew. This they 
did by reading excerpts of Mueller’s 400- 


Taliban with safe haven,” said Husain 
Haqqani, a former Pakistani ambassador 
to Washington and Hudson Institute fellow. 
“There is no sign they are doing so.” 

Early in his administration, Trump 
seemed to grasp that point. “We have been 
paying Pakistan billions and billions of 
dollars at the same time they are housing 
the very terrorists that we are fighting. 
That will have to change,” he said in Au¬ 
gust 2017, and went on to cut military aid 
to Islamabad. 

So why was he so eager to butter up 
Imran Khan? 

The president wants to finish with 
America’s “endless wars.” That’s under¬ 
standable, and indeed the public supports 
him. The issue, however, is how we finish 
and what we leave behind. 

“If you need any more proof we are 
headed for the exits, this is it,” former U.S. 
ambassador to both Pakistan and Afghani¬ 
stan Ryan Crocker said of the White House 
meeting. “We need help from Pakistan so 
it won’t look so ugly. We are taking a close 
look at the Paris playbook.” 

Crocker is referring to the 1973 U.S. 
peace negotiations with the North Viet¬ 
namese that bought Washington a “decent 
interval” before Hanoi mounted a military 
invasion of the south and took Saigon two 
years later 

By acceding to Taliban demands for bi¬ 
lateral negotiations without the presence 
of the Afghan government being present at 
talks, and while the Taliban keep fighting, 
“we are surrendering, putting the best face 
on it to get President Trump through the 
election and get Afghanistan off the front 
pages. This will buy us two years.” 

I asked Crocker whether he believed the 
Taliban, or their Pakistani ally, would keep 
Islamist terrorists from basing in Afghani¬ 
stan once Washington quit the country. 
“Hell no! Are you kidding?” was his instant 
reply. 

At the White House meeting, however, 


plus-page report and asking him to con¬ 
firm that they were correct. 

Mueller kept the bulk of his responses to 
“yes,” “no,” “true” and “correct.” The rest 
largely consisted of “I refer you to the re¬ 
port,” “It’s outside my purview” and, best 
of all, “I take your question,” which appar¬ 
ently is a polite way of saying, “I rue the 
day you were born.” 

Both parties’ members had their agenda. 
Republicans wanted to get themselves on 
record as Trump sycophants, apparently, 
while also proving that they could be just 
as nasty as Democrats were to Brett Ka- 
vanaugh during his Supreme Court nomi¬ 
nation hearings last year. You may now 
check your boxes and get back to phoning 
your donors. 

It was painful to watch as Republicans 
yelled at Mueller, pounding the table and 
throwing their best tantrums, even as 
Mueller was clearly not at his best. Wheth¬ 
er he was merely tired — or just sick and 
tired — or perhaps even giving in a bit 
to age, he surely deserved more of their 
respect. 

Most egregiously obnoxious was Georgia 
Rep. Doug Collins, the ranking Republican 
on the House Judiciary Committee. After 
saying that he is often accused of speak¬ 
ing too fast and promising to slow it down, 
Collins then proceeded to imitate an auc¬ 
tioneer, shoving as many words into a split 
second as is humanly possible. This was 
plainly deliberate and seemed intended 
to confuse Mueller or make him seem not 
fully cognizant. More than once, Mueller 
was forced to ask him to repeat the ques¬ 
tion. It was one of the most arrogant, self- 
important performances I’ve witnessed 


Trump praised Khan’s claim that Pakistan 
was cracking down on Islamist terrorists. 
“After a 10-year search, the so-called ‘mas¬ 
termind’ of the Mumbai Terror attacks has 
been arrested in Pakistan,” trumpeted the 
president. 

Yet, anyone with basic knowledge of 
South Asia knows that, despite his links to 
this monstrous attack in India that killed 
160 people, Hafiz Muhammad Saeed 
moves openly around Pakistan, and still 
leads a political movement. He is tempo¬ 
rarily arrested and then released when 
Pakistani officials want to please Western 
officials. 

Moreover, Pakistan has never apolo¬ 
gized or admitted any complicity in the 
harboring of Osama bin Laden for five 
years near its premier military academy. 
Instead, Khan repeated Pakistan’s strange 
complaint that Washington didn’t inform 
its government in advance of the operation 
to kill bin Laden. What better way to guar¬ 
antee his escape? 

There’s nothing wrong, however, with 
seeking Pakistan’s aid in delivering the 
Taliban to the table. But buying into Pak¬ 
istan’s proclaimed bona fides, and making 
concessions up front to its proxies won’t 
bring peace to Afghanistan. Nor will stiff¬ 
ing the Afghan government, and prema¬ 
turely pulling out the last several thousand 
U.S. troops, whose long-term presence 
guards against the return of Islamic State 
or al-Qaida. 

“President Trump seems desperate for 
a deal,” said Haqqani. “Desperation is not 
the stuff deals are made of. The Taliban 
are all proclaiming victory. They want to 
march back to Kabul.” 

Before seeking a “decent interval,” 
Trump should consider whether he wants 
to be the president who let the Taliban re¬ 
turn to power. 

Trudy Rubin is a columnist and editorial board 
member for The Philadelphia Inquirer. 


in decades of political reporting. Can we 
send Collins back to where he came from, 
please? 

Rep. Louie Gohmert, R-Texas, shouted 
so much I was afraid he might choke on his 
tongue. And Rep. John Ratcliffe, R-Texas, 
got worked up over Volume II of the report, 
which he said broke regulations, and yelled 
that Trump wasn’t above the law but some¬ 
how shouldn’t be below it either. 

One notices that you don’t truly know 
people until they have power. For a few 
hours last Wednesday, members of the Ju¬ 
diciary and Intelligence committees had 
power over Mueller, and several revealed 
themselves to be unworthy of the audience. 
Mueller isn’t a perfect man, but he is a gen¬ 
tleman. He exercised his own power dur¬ 
ing the investigation of Russian meddling 
in the 2016 election by never speaking a 
word publicly. 

In starkest contrast to Trump, who bel¬ 
lowed his nonexoneration, Mueller isn’t an 
attention-seeker. This man of few words 
surely had aplenty to say in the privacy 
of his own space with an audience of his 
own choosing. Or, perhaps, he had nothing 
more to say, having completed the job he 
was asked to do with his usual tenacity and 
humility. 

This is what I saw in his face as I watched 
the proceedings — a humble man who has 
seen enough of life and kept his own coun¬ 
sel through most of it. A weary warrior, in¬ 
deed. For his forbearance throughout his 
investigation — and his patience through 
last week’s insufferable hearings — he de¬ 
serves a Medal of Honor. 


Weary and wary, Mueller fulfilled his obligation 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Drifting ice 
5 Rainbow shape 
8 Level 

12 Gloomy 

13 Goat’s plaint 

14 Timber wolf 

15 High¬ 
speed German 
highway 

17 Cruising 

18 Speck 

19 Sent messages 
by phone 

21 Viral web 
sensations 

24 Challenge 

25 Unrepaired 

26 Self- government 

30 Light brown 

31 Locales 

32 24 horas 

33 Retro eateries 

35 Splendor 

36 Shirt protectors 

37 Runs out of steam 

38 Designer Giorgio 

41 “Mayday!” 

42 Fashion line? 

43 Dictator 

48 Poet Teasdale 

49 Away from SSW 

50 Roof overhang 

51 “— chic!” 

52 Stitch 


53 Graceful bird 
DOWN 

1 Rx overseer 

2 Singer Rawls 

3 Ump’s call 

4 Wears away 

5 Latin 101 word 

6 Fan’s cry 

7 Bach choral 
works 

8 Pale yellow 

9 Missing 

10"... sting like —” 

11 Frog’s relative 
16 Derek and Diddley 

20 Love god 

21 — Hari 

22 Jacob’s twin 

23 Gum flavor 

24 Airs for pairs 
26 Spirited steeds 


27 Air freshener 
target 

28 Silent actor 

29 Chatters 

31 Whitaker’s 
Oscar- 
winning role 

34 First 

family of 2010 

35 Early March baby 

37 Overly 

38 Admin, aide 

39 Caboose 

40 Stallion’s mate 

41 Leftovers recipe 

44 French article 

45 Cold and damp 

46 Gardner 

of Hollywood 

47 Sawbuck 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



7-30 


CRYPTOQUIP 


H T B I R U L 
G B U G Q B 
LVXDEIB’M 


GBXMLDCB ADIR 
WU AUOB WU 
JDGEWDQ, HTDW 


CU RUL CU? WTEJVBI VEBO. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: MASSIVE METROPOLIS 
KNOWN FOR ITS CURIOUS HUGE POPULATION 
OF SHAGGY BABY BOVINES: NEW YAK CITY. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: L equals U 




























































































































































































































































Tuesday, July 30,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 23 




Classifiedsl 
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• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARS^STRI pes. 

CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Ietters@stripes 


letters@stripes 


letters@stripes 


Round-the-world news for America s military. 




Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 
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Announcements 040 Automotive 


SCAM 

FADS 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


Entertainment 450 


Are you in the picture? 


Reading Stars and Stripes gives you a better handle on issues that affect you most. 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 

STARStQlSTRIPES. 

In print • Online atstripes.com • Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 


Want a bett er picture? 


You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • Mobilefor Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most | 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro football 


Pro soccer 

1 

Golf 

I 


Auto racing 


NFL preseason 


Buffalo 
Miami 
New England 
N.Y. Jets 

Houston 

Indianapolis 

Jacksonville 

Tennessee 

Baltimore 

Cincinnati 

Cleveland 

Pittsburgh 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
East 

W L T Pet P 


0 0 0 
West 


000 


Denver 
Kansas City 
L.A. Chargers 
Oakland 

national conference 
E ast 

Dallas 0 0 0 .000 

N.Y. Giants 0 0 0 .000 

Philadelphia non non 
Washington 

Atlanta 
Carolina 
New Orleans 
Tampa Bay 

Chicago 
Detroit 

Green Bay 0 0 0 .000 

Minnesota 0 0 0 .000 

West 

Arizona 
San Francisco 

Seattle o o o .ouo o 

Thursday, Aug. 1 

Denver vs Atlanta at Canton, Ohio 
Thursday, Aug. 8 
Indianapolis at Buffalo 
N.Y. Jets at N.Y. Giants 
Jacksonville at Baltimore 
Tennessee at Philadelphia 
New England at Detroit 
Washington at Cleveland 
Atlanta at Miami 
Houston at Green Bay 
Carolina at Chicago 
Denver at Seattle 
L.A. Chargers at Arizona 


Atlanta Open 

At Atlanta 

Purse: $694,995 (WT250) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
Championship 

Alex de Minaur (3), Australia, def. Tay¬ 
lor Fritz (2), United States, 6-3, 7-6 (2). 

Palermo Ladies Open 

Sunday 

At Palermo, Sicily 
Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
Final 

Jil Teichmann (8), Switzerland, def. 
Kiki Bertens (1), Neth. 7-6 (3), 6-2. 

Baltic Open 

Sunday 

At Jurmala, Latvia 
Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 

Anastasia Sevastova (1), Latvia, def. 
Katarzyna Kawa, Poland, 3-6, 7-5, 6-4. 

Swiss Open Gstaad 

Roy Emerson'Arena 
Gstaad, Switzerland 
Purse: $588,200 (WT250) 
Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
Final 

Albert Ramos-Vinolas, Spain, def. Ce- 
drik-Marcel Stebe, Germany, 6-3, 6-2. 

Hamburg Open 

Sunday 

Rothenbaum Sport GmbH 
Hamburg, Germany 
Purse: $1.93 million (WT500) 
Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
Final 

Nikoloz Basilashvili (4), Georgia, def. 
Andrey Rublev, Russia, 7-5, 6-4, 6-3. 


MLS 

Eastern Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Philadelphia 11 7 6 39 41 36 

Atlanta 11 9 3 36 38 29 

D.C. United 9 6 9 36 31 26 

New York City FC 9 3 8 35 36 24 

New York 10 9 4 34 39 34 

Montreal 10 11 3 33 31 38 

New England 9 8 6 33 34 39 

Toronto FC 9 9 5 32 38 38 

Orlando City 7 11 5 26 30 33 

Columbus 7 14 3 24 24 36 

Chicago 5 10 9 24 34 35 

Cincinnati 5 16 2 17 22 53 

Western Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Los Angeles FC 15 3 4 49 59 23 

Seattle 11 6 5 38 33 28 

LA Galaxy 12 9 1 37 30 31 

San Jose 11 7 4 37 39 33 

Minnesota United 10 7 5 35 38 30 

FC Dallas 9 8 6 33 31 26 

Portland 9 8 4 31 35 32 

Real Salt Lake 9 9 4 31 30 30 

Houston 9 10 3 30 32 35 

Sporting KC 6 9 7 25 33 39 

Vancouver 4 11 9 21 23 41 

Colorado 5 12 5 20 33 45 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday, July 27 
New England 4, Orlando City 1 
Columbus 3, New York 2 
D.C. United 0, Chicago 0, tie 
Montreal 4, Philadelphia 0 
Real Salt Lake 0, FC Dallas 0, tie 
Seattle 1, Houston 0 
Toronto FC 2, Cincinnati 1 
Vancouver 0, Minnesota United 0, tie 
San Jose 3, Colorado 1 
Portland 4, LA Galaxy 0 

Saturday, August 3 
LA Galaxy at Atlanta 
Toronto FC at New York 
FC Dallas at Orlando City 
Los Angeles FC at New England 
Vancouver at Cincinnati 
Chicago at Houston 
Montreal at Colorado 
Columbus at San Jose 
New York City FC at Real Salt Lake 

NWSL 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Portland 7 2 5 26 30 18 

North Carolina 7 3 4 25 29 15 

Chicago 7 5 2 23 24 19 

Washington 6 4 3 21 19 13 

Reign FC 5 3 5 20 12 15 

Utah 5 5 3 18 11 12 

Houston 5 6 4 19 16 25 

Orlando 3 9 2 11 16 31 

Sky Blue FC 2 10 2 8 9 18 

NOTE: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Sunday’s games 
Chicago 4, Reign FC 0 
Houston 1, Sky Blue FC 0 

Wednesday, Aug. 8 


Sunday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Activated OF 
Eloy Jimenez from the 10-day IL. Designat¬ 
ed INF Jose Rendon for assignment. Op¬ 
tioned RHP Dylan Covey to Charlotte (IL). 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Acquired INF 
Christian Arroyo and RHP Hunter Wood 
from Tampa Bay for OF Ruben Cardenas 
and 2019-2020 International signing pe¬ 
riod slot money. Transferred RHP Jefry 
Rodriguez to the 60-day IL. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Optioned RHP 
Jose Rodriguez to Salt Lake (PCL). Re¬ 
called RHP Luke Bard from Salt Lake. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Placed RHP CC 
Sabathia on the 10-day IL. Recalled INF-OF 
Tyler Wade from Scranton/Wilkes-Barre 
(IL). 

OAKLAND athletics - Released C 
Nick Hundley. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Reinstated RHP 
Hunter Strickland from 60-day IL. Op¬ 
tioned RHP Matt Carasiti to Tacoma (PCL). 
Transferred RHP Felix Hernandez to the 
60-day IL. 

TEXAS RANGERS - Acquired RHP Ian 
Gibaut from Tampa Bay for a player to be 
named or cash considerations and op¬ 
tioned him to Nashville (PCL). Transferred 
LHP Jesse Biddle to the 60-day IL. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Traded INF Eric 
Sogard to Tampa Bay for two players to 
be named. Acquired LHP Anthony Kay and 
RHP Simeon Woods-Richardson from New 
York Mets in exchange for RHP Marcus 
Stroman and cash considerations. 

National League 

CINCINNATI REDS - Reinstated LHP 
Alex Wood from the 60-day IL and C-INF 
Kyle Farmer from the 7-day concussion 
list. Optioned RHP Sal Romano to Louis¬ 
ville (IL). Designated C Ryan Lavarnway 
for assignment. 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Released INF 
Mark Reynolds and RHP Seunghwan Oh. 

MIAMI marlins - Recalled RHP Jeff 
Brigham from New Orleans (PCL). 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Optioned 
LHP Cole Irvin to and recalled RHP Edgar 
Garcia from Lehigh Valley. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA cardinals - Released LB 
Matt Longacre. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Signed C John 
Yarbrough. Waived-injured Lo Falemaka. 

NEW YORK METS - Acquired RHP 
Marcus Stroman from Toronto. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Signed RB James 
Butler. 


FedEx St. Jude Invitational 

Sunday 

At TPC Southwind 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Purse: $10.25 million 
Yardage: 7,237; Par: 70 
Final 

B. Koepka, $1,745,000 68-67-64-65-264 

W. Simpson, $1,095,000 69-66-68-64-267 
M. Leishman, $602,000 69-69-63-67-268 
T. Fleetwood, $384,333 68-70-65-66-269 
M. Fitzpatrick, $384,333 67-64-69-69-269 
Rory Mcllroy, $384,333 69-67-62-71-269 
Jon Rahm, $273,000 62-71-68-69-270 
Ian Poulter, $242,000 66-69-67-69-271 
Billy Horschel, $205,000 67-66-69-70-272 

B. Watson, $205,000 65-70-68-69-272 

Justin Rose, $183,000 67-68-70-68-273 -/ 

R.C. Bello, $143,625 70-71-67-66-274 -6 

P. Cantlay, $143,625 65-68-73-68-274 -6 

Alex Noren, $143,625 66-69-66-73-274 -6 

Aaron Rai, $143,625 72-69-66-67-274 -6 

Patrick Reed, $143,625 73-66-67-68-274 -6 

C. Smith, $143,625 65-68-73-68-274 -6 

Jordan Spieth, $143,625 70-70-66-68-274 -6 
J. Thomas, $143,625 68-69-66-71-274 -6 

D. Johnson, $113,500 69-69-69-68-275 -5 

Nate Lashley, $113,500 66-70-71-68-275 -5 
Haotong Li, $113,500 69-69-67-70-275 -5 

LOosthuizen, $113,500 73-69-66-67-275 -5 
Adam Long, $103,000 71-70-67-68-276 -4 

A. Putnam, $103,000 66-71-72-67-276 -4 

M. Wolff, $103,000 72-70-65-69-276 -4 

Paul Casey, $86,250 70-71-69-67-277 -3 

Corey Conners, $86,250 67-71-70-69-277 -3 
Tony Finau, $86,250 70-71-68-68-277 -3 

Jim Furyk, $86,250 74-65-70-68-277 -3 

Shugo Imahira, $86,250 65-69-71-72-277 -3 
Kevin Kisner, $86,250 77-67-66-67-277 -3 

Thorbjlesen, $86,250 66-71-65-75-277 -3 

Chez Reavie, $86,250 68-70-68-71-277 -3 

X. Schauffele, $86,250 69-70-69-69-277 -3 

B. Snedeker, $86,250 69-73-69-66-277 -3 

H. Stenson, $86,250 69-67-72-69-277 -3 

Matt Wallace, $86,250 70-69-65-73-277 -3 

Senior Open Championship 

Sunday 

At Royal Lytham & St. Annes 
Lytham St. Annes, England 
Purse: $2 million 
Yardage: 6,948; Par: 70 
Final 

a-amateur 

B. Langer, $314,330 71-67-70-66-274 -6 

P.Broadhurst, $209,590 67-71-67-71-276 -4 
Retief Goosen, $106,125 70-67-74-66-277 -3 
Tim Petrovic, $106,125 74-68-67-68-277 -3 
Doug Barron, $72,960 69-69-73-67-278 -2 

D. McKenzie, $72,960 70-70-68-70-278 -2 

Woody Austin, $48,637 68-70-68-73-279 -1 
David Frost, $48,637 72-67-73-67-279 -1 

Wes Short, Jr., $48,637 67-67-73-72-279 -1 

R. Chapman, $31,922 70-68-73-69-280 E 

Darren Clarke, $31,922 68-68-73-71-280 E 
Ken Duke, $31,922 68-69-70-73-280 E 

Bob Estes, $31,922 70-71-74-65-280 E 

M. A. Jimenez, $31,922 71-68-74-67-280 E 
Thomas Levet, $31,922 74-68-71-67-280 E 
Paul Lawrie, $25,870 70-69-72-70-281 +1 

M. Angel Martin, $25,870 70-75-70-66-281 +1 
Bart Bryant, $22,577 69-68-73-72-282 +2 

Stephen Dodd, $22,577 71-68-69-74-282 +2 

S. Leaney, $22,577 73-66-73-70-282 +2 

Mark McNulty, $22,577 73-67-73-69-282 +2 
M. Molina, $22,577 72-69-69-72-282 +2 

C. Montgomerie, $22,577 68-70-73-71-282 +2 

Billy Andrade, $19,040 73-71-72-67-283 +3 
M.P. Atlevi, $19,040 68-73-70-72-283 +3 

Paul Eales, $19,040 74-69-66-74-283 +3 

Dan Olsen, $19,040 70-72-70-71-283 +3 

Scott Parel, $19,040 67-71-76-69-283 +3 

Stephen Ames, $15,581 74-69-71-70-284 +4 
Scott Dunlap, $15,581 67-68-75-74-284 +4 

Tom Gillis, $15,581 68-73-73-70-284 +4 

Jerry Kelly, $15,581 73-66-71-74-284 +4 

Billy Mayfair, $15,581 73-69-72-70-284 +4 

JarmoSandelin, $15,581 70-75-69-70-284 +4 

T. Wiratchant, $15,581 74-71-69-70-284 +4 

Dudley Hart, $12,817 74-69-72-70-285 +5 

Tom Lehman, $12,817 70-70-74-71-285 +5 

Phillip Price, $12,817 71-67-70-77-285 +5 

Jeff Sluman, $12,817 73-70-70-72-285 +5 

Esteban Toledo, $12,817 71-70-74-70-285 +5 
Ian Woosnam, $12,817 72-72-69-72-285 +5 
Chris DiMarco, $11,012 76-66-74-70-286 +6 
SeikiOkuda, $11,012 72-72-69-73-286 +6 

J.-F. Remesy, $11,012 74-68-77-67-286 +6 

Peter Scott, $11,012 70-75-72-69-286 +6 

The Evian Championship 

Sunday 

At Evian Resort Golf Club 
Evian-les-Bains, France 
Purse: $4.1 million 
Yardage: 6,527; Par 71 
Final 

(a-amateur) 

Jin Young Ko, $615,000 65-71-66-67-269 -15 
J. Kupcho, $290,778 66-70-69-66-271 -13 

S. Feng, $290,778 69-66-68-68-271 -13 

Hyo Joo Kim, $290,778 69-64-65-73-271 -13 

A. Jutanugarn, $172,316 70-71-64-68-273 -11 

M. Jutanugarn, $129,498 68-72-66-68-274 -10 

S. Hyun Park, $129,498 67-66-66-75-274 -10 
Megan Khang, $98,169 68-70-67-70-275 -9 
Inbee Park, $98,169 65-68-69-73-275 -9 

C. Ciganda, $84,591 70-69-67-70-276 -8 

In-Kyung Kim, $75,712 74-66-68-69-277 -7 
Ally McDonald, $75,712 71-68-69-69-277 -7 
Lizette Salas, $64,469 74-67-69-68-278 -6 

Mirim Lee, $64,469 71-68-70-69-278 -6 

Mi Jung Hur, $64,469 68-71-67-72-278 -6 

Marina Alex, $57,229 71-67-70-71-279 -5 

B. M. Henderson, $50,045 72-70-68-70-280 -4 
Jessica Korda, $50,045 70-70-70-70-280 -4 
Sei Young Kim, $50,045 68-68-70-74-280 -4 

C. Hedwall, $50,045 72-64-68-76-280 -4 

Mi Hyang Lee, $50,045 65-67-71-77-280 -4 
B. Altomare, $43,027 65-73-71-72-281 -3 

Bronte Law, $43,027 72-69-66-74-281 -3 

Chella Choi, $43,027 67-70-68-76-281 -3 

Eun-Hee Ji, $36,970 71-70-72-69-282 -2 

Austin Ernst, $36,970 67-74-72-69-282 -2 

Nelly Korda, $36,970 73-70-69-70-282 -2 

So Yeon Ryu, $36,970 72-71-67-72-282 -2 

P.Anannarukarn, $36,970 68-68-72-74-282 -2 


Gander RV 400 

Monster Energy Series 
Sunday 

At Pocono Raceway 
Long Pond, Pa. 

Lap Length: 2.5 miles 
(Pole position in parentheses) 

1. (9) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 163. 

2. (4) Erik Jones, Toyota, 163. 

3. (8) Martin Truex Jr, Toyota, 163. 

4. (31) William Byron, Chevrolet, 163. 

5. (23) Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, 163. 

6. (1) Kevin Harvick, Ford, 163. 

7. (17) Daniel Hemric, Chevrolet, 163. 

8. (11) Brad Keselowski, Ford, 163. 

9. (5) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 163. 

10. (30) Ryan Blaney, Ford, 163. 

11. (13) Clint Bowyer, Ford, 163. 

12. (3) Aric Almirola, Ford, 163. 

13. (2) Joey Logano, Ford, 163. 

14. (19) Ryan Newman, Ford, 163. 

15. (32) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, 
163. 

16. (33) Chris Buescher, Chevrolet, 
163. 

17. (10) Matt DiBenedetto, Toyota, 
163. 

18. (16) Paul Menard, Ford, 163. 

19. (34) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 163. 

20. (12) Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, 163. 

21. (14) Ricky Stenhouse Jr, Ford, 163. 

22. (21) Bubba Wallace, Chevrolet, 
163. 

23. (22) Matt Tifft, Ford, 163. 

24. (7) Daniel Suarez, Ford, 163. 

25. (35) Michael McDowell, Ford, 163. 

26. (36) Corey LaJoie, Ford, 162. 

27. (6) Kurt Busch, Chevrolet, 162. 

28. (24) Landon Cassill, Chevrolet, 159. 

29. (25) Ty Dillon, Chevrolet, 159. 

30. (37) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 159. 

31. (28) Quin Houff, Chevrolet, 158. 

32. (38) Reed Sorenson, Chevrolet, 
158. 

33. (27) BJ McLeod, Ford, 158. 

34. (29) Austin Theriault, Ford, 157. 

35. (26) Josh Bilicki, Chevrolet, Drive- 
shaft, 146. 

36. (15) David Ragan, Ford, Accident, 
123. 

37. (20) Ryan Preece, Chevrolet, Acci¬ 
dent, 114. 

38. (18) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, Ac¬ 
cident, 83. 

Race Staistics 

Average Speed of Race Winner: 
133.804 mph. 

Time of Race: 2 Hours, 59 Minutes, 22 
Seconds. Margin of Victory: 0.341 Sec¬ 
onds. 

Caution Flags: 7 for 24 laps. 

Lead Changes: 9 among 5 drivers. 

Lap Leaders: K. Harvick 1-39; K. Busch 
40-51; K. Harvick 52-71; K. Busch 72-97; 
J. Johnson 98-100; K. Harvick 101-103; 
D. Hamlin 104-115; K. Busch 116-133; E. 
Jones 134-143; D. Hamlin 144-163. 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times Lead, 
Laps Led): Kevin Harvick 3 times for 62 
laps; Kyle Busch 3 times for 56 laps; Den¬ 
ny Hamlin 2 times for 32 laps; Erik Jones 
1 time for 10 laps; Jimmie Johnson 1 time 
for 3 laps. 

Indy 200 at Mid-Ohio 

IndyCar 

At Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course 
Lexington, Ohio 
Lap length: 2.258 miles 
._tart position ir-"- 

. (8) Scott Dixon, 
laps. Running 

2. (6) Felix Rosenqvist, Dallara-Honda, 
90 laps, Running 

3. (10) Ryan Hunter-Reay, Dallara-Hon¬ 
da, 90 laps, Running 

4. (l) Will Power, Dallara-Chevrolet, 90 
laps. Running 

5. (2) Alexander Rossi, Dallara-Honda, 
90 laps, Running 

6. (4) Simon Pagenaud, Dallara-Chev¬ 
rolet, 90 laps, Running 

7. (13) Spencer Pigot, Dallara-Chevro¬ 
let, 90 laps, Running 

8. (7) Colton Hert; 
laps. Running 

9. (15) Graham Rahal, Dallara-Honda, 
90 laps, Running 

10. (9) Jack Harvey, Dallara-Honda, 90 
laps. Running 

11. (5) Sebastien Bourdais, Dallara- 
Honda, 90 laps. Running 

12. (14) Santino Ferrucci, Dallara-Hon¬ 
da, 90 laps, Running 

13. (18) Ed Jones, Dallara-Honda, 90 
laps. Running 

14. (3) Josef Newgarden, Dallara-Chev¬ 
rolet, 89 laps, Off Course 

15. (19) Marco Andretti, Dallara-Hon¬ 
da, 89 laps, Running 


i, Dallara-Honda, 90 


Cycling 


Tour de France 


At Paris 

A 79.5-mile ride from Rambouillet to 
Paris Champs-Elysees 

1. Caleb Ewan, Australia, Lotto Soudal, 
3:04:08. 

2. Dylan Groenewegen, Netherlands, 
Team Jumbo-Visma, same time. 

3. Niccolo Bonifazio, Italy, Total Direct 
Energie, same time. 

4. Maximiliano Richeze, Argentina, 
Deceuninck-QuickStep, same time. 

5. Edvald Boasson Hagen, Norway, Di¬ 
mension Data, same time. 

6. Andre Greipel, Germany, Arkea 
Samsic, same time. 

7. Matteo Trentin, Italy, Mitchelton- 
Scott, same time. 

8. Jasper Stuyven, Belgium, Trek- 


16. (16) Max Chilton, Dallara-Chevro¬ 
let, 89 laps, Running 

17. (22) RC Enerson, Dallara-Chevrolet, 
89 laps, Running 

18. (21) Matheus Leist, Dallara-Chev¬ 
rolet, 89 laps, Running 

19. (17) Takuma Sato, Dallara-Honda, 
89 laps, Running 

20. (23) Tony Kanaan, Dallara-Chevro¬ 
let, 89 laps, Running 

21. (20) Zach Veach, Dallara-Honda, 89 
laps, Running 

22. (11) James Hinchcliffe, Dallara- 
Honda, 87 laps. Running 

23. (12) Marcus Ericsson, Dallara-Hon¬ 
da, 2 laps. Contact 

Race Statistics 

Average Speed of Race Winner: 

115.837 mph. 

Time of Race: 01:45:15.6974. 

Margin of Victory: 0.0934. 

Cautions: 0. 

Lead Changes: 7. 

Lap Leaders: Power 1-24, Rosenqvist 
25-27, Power 28-29, Newgarden 30-40, 
Rosenqvist 41-45, Dixon 46-59, Rosen¬ 
qvist 60-66, Dixon 67-90. 

Points: Dixon 53, Rosenqvist 41, Hunt- 
er-Reay 35, Power 34, Rossi 30, Pagenaud 
28, Pigot 26, Herta 24, Rahal 22, Harvey 
20, Bourdais 19, Ferrucci 18, Newgarden 
17, Andretti 15, Chilton 14, Enerson 13, 
Leist 12, Sato 11, Kanaan 10, Veach 9, 
Hinchcliffe 8, Ericsson 7. 

German Grand Prix 

Sunday 

At Hockenheim Ring 
Hockenheim, Germany 
Lap length: 2.84 miles 

1. Max Verstappen, Netherlands, 
Red Bull Honda, 64 laps, 1:44:31.275, 26 
points. 

2. Sebastian Vettel, Germany, Ferrari, 
64, +7.333, 18. 

3. Daniil Kvyat, Russia, Scuderia Toro 
Rosso Honda, 64, +8.305, 15. 

4. Lance Stroll, Canada, BWT Mer¬ 
cedes, 64, +8.966, 12. 

5. Carlos Sainz, Spain, McLaren Re¬ 
nault, 64, +9.583, 10. 

6. Alexander Albon, Thailand, Scude¬ 
ria Toro Rosso Honda, 64, +10.052, 8. 

7. Kimi Raikkonen, Finland, Alfa Ro¬ 
meo Ferrari, 64, +12.214, 6. 

8. Antonio Giovinazzi, Alfa Romeo Fer¬ 
rari, 64, + 13.849, 4. 

9. Romain Grosjean, France, Haas Fer¬ 
rari, 64, +16.838, 2. 

10. Kevin Magnussen, Denmark, Haas 
Ferrari, 64, +18.765, 1. 

11. Lewis Hamilton, Britain, Mercedes, 
64, +19.667. 

12. Robert Kubica, Poland, Williams 
Mercedes, 64, +24.987. 

13. George Russell, Britain, Williams 
Mercedes, 64, +26.404. 

14. Pierre Gasly, France, Red Bull Hon¬ 
da, 61, DNF. 

NR. Valtteri Bottas, Finland, Mercedes, 
56, DNF. 

NR. Nico Hulkenberg, Germany, Re¬ 
nault, 39, DNF. 

NR. Charles Leclerc, Monaco, Ferrari, 
27, DNF. 

NR. Lando Norris, Britain, McLaren Re¬ 
nault, 25, DNF 

NR. Daniel Ricciardo, Australia, Re¬ 
nault, 13, DNF. 

NR. Sergio Perez, Mexico, BWT Mer¬ 
cedes, 1, DNF 

Driver Standings 

1. Lewis Hamilton, 225 

2. Valtteri Bottas, 184 

3. Max Verstappen, 162 

4. Sebastian Vettel, 141 

5. Charles Leclerc, 120 

6. Pierre Gasly, 55 

7. Carlos Sainz, 48 

8. Daniil Kvyat, 27 

9. Kimi Raikkonen, 25 

10. Lando Norris, 22 

11. Daniel Ricciardo, 22 

12. Lance Stroll, 18 

13. Kevin Magnussen, 18 

14. Nico Hulkenberg, 17 

15. Alexander Albon, 15 

16. Sergio Perez, 13 

17. Romain Grosjean, 8 

18. Antonio Giovinazzi, 1 

19. Robert Kubica, 1 

Constructor Standings 

1. Mercedes, 409 

2. Ferrari, 261 

3. Red Bull Racing Honda, 217 

4. McLaren Renault, 70 

5. Scuderia Toro Rosso Honda, 42 

6. Renault, 39 

7. Racing Point BWT Mercedes, 31 

8. Haas Ferrari, 26 

9. Alfa Romeo Racing Ferrari, 26 

10. Williams Mercedes, 1 


Segafredo, same time. 

Final Overall Standings 
(21 stages) 

1. Egan Bernal, Colombia, Ineos, 
82:57:00. 

2. Geraint Thomas, Britain, Ineos, 
1 : 11 . 

3. Steven Kruijswijk, Netherlands, 
Jumbo-Visma, 1:31. 

4. Emanuel Buchmann, Germany, Bora- 
Hansgrohe, 1:56. 

5. Julian Alaphilippe, France, Deceun¬ 
inck-QuickStep, 4:04. 

6. Mikel Landa, Spain, Movistar, 4:23. 

7. Rigoberto Uran, Colombia, EF Edu¬ 
cation First, 5:15. 

8. Nairo Quintana, Colombia, Movistar, 
5:30. 

9. Alejandro Valverde, Spain, Movistar, 
6:12. 

10. Warren Barguil, France, Arkea- 
Samsic, 7:32. 
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SWIMMING 


Worlds tests US star Ledecky’s resiliency 


Illness forces freestyle specialist to uncover new level of toughness 

By Beth Harris 


GWANGJU, South Korea — Adversity 
finally found Katie Ledecky and when it 
did, it hit hard. 

Headaches, irregular pulse, elevated 
heart rate, sleeplessness, nausea. The 
symptoms she experienced struck the 
American star out of nowhere at the world 
swimming championships and derailed 
what had promised to be a stellar meet. 

She suffered a loss in an event she’s 
dominated, withdrew from two others and 
spent seven hours in a Gwangju hospital 
enduring a battery of tests that never pro¬ 
duced an exact diagnosis. 

She still managed to win one gold and 
two silver medals. 

“I know I can tough it out now if some¬ 
thing like this comes up,” she said. 

It’s a lesson she never had to learn until 
now. 

Ledecky has been on an upward tra¬ 
jectory ever since she won the 800-meter 
freestyle at the 2012 London Olympics as 
an unheralded 15-year-old. 

In 2013, she won four golds at the worlds 
in Barcelona, setting a pair of world re¬ 
cords. Two years later in Kazan, Rus¬ 
sia, she swept every freestyle from 200 
to 1,500, setting two more world records. 
Then came the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Olym¬ 
pics and she knocked off two more world 
records. 


Her accomplishments, coupled with Mi¬ 
chael Phelps’ retirement after Rio, made 
Ledecky the star of the U.S. team. 

“The external expectations are just out¬ 
rageous,” said her coach, Greg Meehan. 

Still, Ledecky came into Gwangju more 
prepared than ever to meet or exceed them. 
Until she started feeling poorly. 

She settled for silver in her first event, 
the 400 freestyle, won by 18-year-old Aus¬ 
tralian Ariarne Titmus. Ledecky then 
withdrew from the 200 free heats and the 
1,500 free final. 

“We’re pretty sure it was some sort of 
viral thing or other illness,” she said. 

She got back in the pool in time to help the 
U.S. take silver in the 4x200 free relay. She 
was still feeling the lingering effects of her 
illness during the 800 free preliminaries. 

Back in her room, she watched as world 
records fell in three events and she texted 
Meehan. 

“I so, so badly want to have a good swim 
tomorrow,” she wrote. “Watching all those 
records tumble really fired me up.” 

Ledecky returned Saturday for the 800 
final and was talking to Meehan when she 
felt overheated and another wave of nausea 
hit. 

Then it was time to dive in. 

Ledecky led the first seven laps. Italy’s 
Simona Quadarella took over control for 
the second half of the 16-lap race. It all 
came down to the final 50 meters. 

Ledecky outsprinted Quadarella to the 


wall for her only gold of the meet. 

“Kind of knew I had a little more speed 
than Simona and trusted that I could rely 
on that in the end,” she said. “I just wanted 
to end on the best possible note.” 

Did she ever. 

“I told her it was probably the best rac¬ 
ing I’ve ever seen her do,” Meehan said. 
“That was just willing yourself to win.” 

Ledecky’s teammate, Caeleb Dressel, 
was duly impressed. 

“Knowing Katie, if she says I’m feeling a 
little under the weather it probably means 
something’s very, very wrong,” he said. 
“But goodness, that girl’s tough as nails.” 

Ledecky felt grateful to her family, 
coaches, teammates and friends for their 
support through her ill n ess. 

“Just being able to pull that out for them 
meant a lot,” she said. 

Besides three medals, Ledecky is tak¬ 
ing home the hard-won knowledge that she 
discovered a different kind of toughness 
than the kind that gets her through the 
daily grind of training. 

“It was challenging forme to have to think 
on the fly,” she said. “To see where I was at 
and take confidence in my training.” 

She plans to visit doctors when she re¬ 
turns home in another attempt to figure 
out what knocked her down. 

“Each swim at these meets is unique 
and has its own story,” she said. “This one 
definitely has one that I’ll be telling for a 
while.” 



Lee Jin-man/AP 


American Katie Ledecky reacts after 
her 800 heat at the World Swimming 
Championships in Gwangju, South Korea, 
on Friday. Ledecky was still feeling 
lingering effects from an illness which 
sidelined her for part of the meet. 


US teen backstroker Smith among rising talent 


arena i 



Lee Jin-man/AP 

Hungary’s Kristof Milak swims in his heat of the men’s 200-meter butterfly at the World Swimming 
Championships on Tuesday, July 23. He broke Michael Phelps’ 10-year-old world record in the event. 


By Beth Harris 

Associated Press 

GWANGJU, South Korea — An 
American named Michael. Teen¬ 
age girls from three different 
countries. A Hungarian who took 
down Michael Phelps’ favorite 
world record. 

New faces emerged in the pool 
at the world championships a year 
out from the Tokyo Olympics. 
They all have potential to make 
the podium in what would be the 
first games for each of them. 

Here’s a look at the talent pool: 

Regan Smith, 

United States 

The 17-year-old from Minneso¬ 
ta introduced herself to the world 
in the 200 backstroke, lowering 
the world record in the semifinals 
before nearly doing it again in the 
final. Smith won gold in 2:03.35, 
beating her nearest rival by a 
whopping 2.57 seconds. Her 100 
back split of 57.57 seconds in the 
4x100 medley relay set a world 
record, too. She qualified for only 
one individual event in Gwangju 
but figures to add several more in 
the Olympics, including the 100 
back. 

Michael Andrew, 

United States 

He has been generating at¬ 
tention since turning pro at 14 
and skipping college swimming. 
Andrew is coached by his father 



Mark Schiefelbein/AP 


American Regan Smith 
celebrates after winning the 
women’s 200 backstroke on 
Saturday. The teenager twice set 
a new world record in the event 
on her way to winning gold. 

using a method that emphasizes 
swimming at low volume all at 
race pace. The 20-year-old from 
Kansas reached his first worlds 
final in Gwangju and barely 
missed a medal in the 50 but¬ 
terfly, finishing fourth with a 
personal-best time. Andrew has 
a win over Caeleb Dressel (50 
fly, 2018 U.S. national champion¬ 
ships) and remains poised to be¬ 
come a breakout star. 

Maggie MacNeil, 

Canada 

She stunned four-time world 
and Olympic champion Sarah 
Sjostrom of Sweden to win the 
100 butterfly in the biggest inter¬ 


national meet of her career. The 
19-year-old who swims at Michi¬ 
gan helped Canada to bronzes in 
the 4x100 free relay and 4x100 
medley relay. She was a key part 
of the Canadian women’s team 
earning eight medals. 

Ariarne Titmus, 
Australia 

Nicknamed “The Terminator,” 
the 18-year-old from Tasmania 
upset Katie Ledecky to win the 
400 freestyle, finishing a full sec¬ 
ond ahead of the American star. 
Turns out Ledecky was ailing 


throughout the world meet, but 
Titmus’ presence makes things 
interesting for Ledecky, who has 
trounced the competition since 
the 2012 Olympics. Titmus earned 
silver in the 200 free, bronze in 
the 800 free and gold in the 4x200 
free relay at worlds. 

Kristof Milak, 

Hungary 

He turned heads by break¬ 
ing Michael Phelps’ 10-year-old 
world record in the 200 butterfly 
with a time of 1:50.37. That bet¬ 
tered Phelps’ mark by 0.78 sec¬ 


onds in the American’s favorite 
event and was more than three 
seconds faster than the other 
medalists. Milak was already 
the European champion and ju¬ 
nior world record holder in the 
event, but the 19-year-old’s fame 
shot through the roof after eras¬ 
ing Phelps’ mark. No longer is 
Katinka Hosszu the most famous 
Hungarian swimmer. How Milak 
copes with the increased atten¬ 
tion and his ability to follow up 
with a medal in Tokyo will prove 
whether he has staying power or 
is a one-hit wonder. 

















Tuesday, July 30,2019 


Stars and Stripes 


f&asmmm 


Page 27 


AUTO RACING 



Derik Hamilton/AP 


Denny Hamlin leads through a turn during the NASCAR Cup Series race on Sunday in Long Pond, Pa. 


Hamlin stamps himself Cup 
contender with win at Pocono 


By Dan Gelston 

Associated Press 

LONG POND, Pa. — Denny Hamlin had enough 
speed in his Toyota, enough confidence in his crew 
chief, and just enough fuel to reach the finish line. 
Hamlin got the win Sunday at Pocono Raceway — 
his fifth at the tri-oval track nestled in the mountains 
— but so much more could be on the horizon. 

At 38, Hamlin is having one of the best seasons of 
his career for Joe Gibbs Racing. He has a Daytona 
500 victory, and two other wins and just maybe, his 
best shot at a NASCAR Cup Series championship 
since he fell short in 2014. 

“I feel as long as we keep putting the effort in what 
we’re doing, I have as good a shot as any,” Hamlin 
said. 

The Cup championship has eluded Hamlin but not 
much else has over a fantastic career that took off as 
a rookie in 2006 when he swept two Pocono races. 
He won two straight races at Pocono over the 2009 
and 2010 seasons, but often struggled in recent years 
to seriously compete for a win on the tri-oval track. 

He needed a bit of everything to go right over the 
final laps Sunday to reverse his fortune and win for 
the first time since March in Texas. Hamlin had to 
clear JGR teammates Erik Jones and Martin Truex 
Jr., then had to conserve fuel in the No. 11 for when 
he needed it on two late restarts, including the final 
one in overtime. 

Hamlin is coming off his first full winless sea¬ 
son of his career and split with crew chief Michael 
Wheeler, with JGR giving the reigns to Chris Gabe- 
hart. Hamlin said he has full faith in the first-year 
Cup crew chief and followed his directives on fuel. 


Gabehart made all the right calls atop the pit box. 

“I just let him go, get the lead,” Gabehart said. 
“Then as soon as he got out front, I pulled the reins 
on him, started putting some in the bank.” 

That was enough for Hamlin. 

“Win or lose, he comes up with the plays, and I’m 
the one that needs to execute it,” Hamlin said. “When 
he said, ‘OK, I need two positions on this restart,’ I 
got to go get two positions. He’s really done a good 
job of knowing what it takes to win in the Cup Series 
in his rookie season. I mean, he’s going to be around 
for a very long time.” 

Hamlin’s three wins are the most since he won 
five in 2012 and his 10 top-10 finishes match his total 
from last season. His 34th career win in Cup helped 
lead a 1-2-3 charge for JGR: Jones, who needed a win 
to secure a spot in the playoffs, was second and Truex 
third. Hamlin also erased some of the sting from his 
near-miss last week at New Hampshire when Kevin 
Harvick caught him late for the win. 

With the leaders running low on fuel, Hamlin had 
enough left to get a good jump off two late restarts 
that made the difference. Hamlin seemingly had the 
race won in regulation when he took the lead off a re¬ 
start with four laps to go after Kurt Busch slammed 
into the wall to bring out another caution. Hamlin, 
Jones and Truex made it a 1-2-3 running order for 
JGR as the race headed into OT. That’s the way it 
shook out after three extra laps, and on Sunday, 
Hamlin had the right combination to score his third 
straight top-five finish. 

“We’re running our best right now,” Hamlin said. 
“There’s no doubt about it.” 

William Bryon was fourth, and Kyle Larson fin¬ 
ished fifth. 


Win puts Dixon back 
in position to defend 
IndyCar season title 


By Craig Merz 

Associated Press 

LEXINGTON, Ohio — Scott 
Dixon’s victory Sunday was a lot 
closer than his previous five at 
the Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course. 

Scott Dixon held off rookie 
teammate Felix Rosenqvist by 
0.0934 seconds in the Honda Indy 
200 to put himself back in conten¬ 
tion to defend his IndyCar season 
championship. 

It was the closest finish at Mid- 
Ohio and the third-closest on a 
road course in IndyCar history. 
The Chip Ganassi Racing driver 
from New Zealand is third on the 
career victory list with 46. 

“I would have preferred win¬ 
ning by 10 seconds instead of 
banging wheels for a few laps,” 
Dixon said. “It feels really good 
for the sheer fact we haven’t won 
here since 2014.” 

The final lap on the 13-tum, 
2.258-mile road course featured 
an epic battle with Rosenqvist — 
and a failed maneuver by points 
leader Josef Newgarden of Team 
Penske. Newgarden tried to get 
around third-place Ryan Hunter- 
Reay in the keyhole part of the 
course, but ended up bumping 
Hunter-Reay and spinning off the 
track. Hunter-Reay of Andretti 
Autosport was third, 1.16 seconds 
behind Dixon. 

Newgarden blew a chance to 
add to his points lead over Alex¬ 
ander Rossi. Rossi struggled to 
fifth, but still reduced Newgar- 
den’s advantage to 16 points. 

Newgarden, who finished 14th, 
blamed himself for the incident. 

“I was trying to get on the po¬ 
dium,” he said. “It was my fault to 
force the issue.” 

Penske’s Simon Pagenaud, who 
was sixth, is 57 points off the lead. 
Dixon is 62 back. There are four 
races left. 

“It’s a big shift,” Dixon said. 
“These are the kind of weekends 
you need.” 

The race to the checkered flag 
included lapped cars that put 
some space between Dixon and 
Rosenqvist, who has not won on 
the Indy circuit. 


Team owner Chip Ganassi gave 
the go-ahead for the two to race to 
the finish. Rosenqvist and Dixon 
bumped but not enough to cause 
an accident that would have pre¬ 
vented a 1-2 team finish. 

“If it was someone else, I’d go 
a bit harder,” Rosenqvist said. 
“Being Scott, you know he’s 
going to be fair. ... Chip says the 
first rule is don’t take out your 
teammate.” 

Dixon finished on the red alter¬ 
nate tires that run faster but are 
less durable and he was losing 
seconds off his lead in the closing 
laps. 

“We were closing on them but 
we came up a little short,” Hunt¬ 
er-Reay said. 

Dixon sensed his advantage 
was slipping away. 

“With about 15 (laps) to go, I 
was moaning to the team I have 
to pit again,” he said. 

Rosenqvist got a closeup look 
at why Dixon is third in Indy 
victories. 

“He was on poor tires and low 
on fuel and came out on top,” 
Rosenqvist said. “If we had an¬ 
other lap, we might have passed 
him.” 

Who’s hot 

Pagenaud has finished first, 
fourth and fourth in his past 
three races and has quietly crept 
into contention to win his second 
championship (2016). 

Who’s not 

Newgarden certainly has made 
things interesting with his ill-ad¬ 
vised pass attempt. “I’m not re¬ 
ally sure what Josef was thinking 
doing that,” Hunter-Reay said. 

Pain management 

Dixon, fourth in points, knows 
he will become a father for the 
third time in December. He also 
knows offseason surgery on his 
ailing left elbow is in the offing. 
“It’s not good. It’s still an issue,” 
he said. 
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MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 


East Division 


New York 
Tampa Bay 
Boston 
Toronto 
Baltimore 

Minnesota 
Cleveland 
Chicago 
Kansas City 
Detroit 

Houston 
Oakland 
Los Angeles 
Texas 
Seattle 


Central Division 


West Division 


National League 

East Division 


Angels 5, Orioles 4 

Baltimore Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Villarss 4 13 2 Fltcher2b 4 0 10 

Mancini rf 4 0 12 Trout cf 3 0 10 

Sntnderlf 3 0 0 0 Ohtanidh 4 0 0 0 

Nunez lb 4 0 0 0 K.CIhun rf 4 110 

SiSCO C 4 0 0 0 PujOlS lb 4 112 

J.Ptrsn 3b 4 0 0 0 Goodwin If 4 0 2 0 

Sverinodh 2 10 0 Simmons ss 3 110 

S.WIkrs cf 3 10 0 Thaiss 3b 4 2 2 3 

Alberto 2b 3 110 Garneau c 3 0 0 0 

Totals 31 4 5 4 Totals 33 5 9 5 

Baltimore 001 030 000-4 

Los Angeles 020 002 001-5 

E-Pena (3), Goodwin (6). DP-Balti- 
more 1, Los Angeles 1. LOB—Baltimore 4, 
Los Angeles 5. 2B-Villar (22), Goodwin 
(18). HR—Pujols (17), Thaiss 2 (4). SB- 


, uo /• nn-rujuia iiiaioo 

422 23 Villar (22). CS-Severino (1). 


Atlanta 

Washington 

Philadelphia 


Central Division 

Chicago 56 49 

St. Louis 56 49 

Milwaukee 56 51 

Cincinnati 48 55 

Pittsburgh 46 59 .438 10 

West Division 
Los Angeles 69 38 

San Francisco 54 52 

Arizona 53 53 

San Diego 49 56 

Colorado 49 57 

Sunday’s games 
Tampa Bay 10, Toronto 9 
Minnesota 11, Chicago White Sox 1 
Houston 6, St. Louis 2 
Kansas City 9, Cleveland 6 

L.A. Angels 5, Baltimore 4 
Oakland 6, Texas 5 
Seattle 3, Detroit 2,10 innings 
N.Y. Yankees 9, Boston 6 
Philadelphia 9, Atlanta 4 
Cincinnati 3, Colorado 2 
Miami 5, Arizona 1 
N.Y. Mets 8, Pittsburgh 7 
Washington 11, L.A. Dodgers 4 
Chicago Cubs 11, Milwaukee 4 
San Francisco 7, San Diego 6 
Monday’s games 
Toronto at Kansas City 
Detroit at L.A. Angels 
Baltimore at San Diego 
Atlanta at Washington 
Arizona at Miami 
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati 
L.A. Dodgers at Colorado 
Tuesday’s games 

Baltimore (Eshelman 0-2) at San Diego 
(Lamet 0-2) 

Arizona (Clarke 3-3) at N.Y. Yankees 
(Happ 8-5) 

Houston (Verlander 13-4) at Cleveland 
(Bieber 10-3) 

Minnesota (Odorizzi 11-5) at Miami 
(Gallen 1-2) 

Tampa Bay (TBD) at Boston (Price 7-4) 
Seattle (Leake 9-8) at Texas (Jurado 
6-6) 

N.Y. Mets (Syndergaard 7-5) at Chica¬ 
go White Sox (Lopez 5-9) 

Toronto (Stroman 6-11) at Kansas City 
(Montgomery 1-3) 

Detroit (VerHagen 1-1) at L.A. Angels 
(Canning 3-6) 

Milwaukee (TBD) at Oakland (Bassitt 
7-5) 

Atlanta (Teheran 5-7) at Washington 
(Scherzer 9-5) 

San Francisco (Beede 3-4) at Philadel¬ 
phia (Smyly 1-5) 

Pittsburgh (Musgrove 7-9) at Cincin¬ 
nati (Roark 6-6) 

Chicago Cubs (Darvish 3-4) at St. Louis 
(Wainwright 7-7) 

L.A. Dodgers (TBD) at Colorado (Free¬ 
land 2-8) 

Sunday 

Astros 6, Cardinals 2 

Houston St. Louis 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Sprngercf-rf 5 3 3 1 Edman3b 5 0 2 0 

Altuve2b 5 13 3 J.Mrtin rf 4 0 10 

Brntley rf-lf 5 0 2 1 Gldschm lb 5 0 1 0 

Alvarez If 2 12 1 O’Neill If 4 0 10 

Mrsnckpr-cfl 0 0 0 DeJongss 4 0 0 0 

Correa ss 5 0 0 0 Wietersc 4 0 10 

Gurriellb 4 0 2 0 Bader cf 4 0 0 0 

A.Diaz 3b 4 0 0 0 Wong 2b 3 110 

Stassic 5 0 0 0 Dak.Hdsp 2 0 0 0 

Mileyp 0 10 0 Brebbiap 0 0 0 0 

Reddick ph 10 10 Raveloph 10 11 
McHugh p 0 0 0 0 Gllegosp 0 0 0 0 

Straw ph 1 0 0 0 Gant p 0 0 0 0 

Rondon p 0 0 0 0 T.Webb p 0 0 0 0 

Dvenski p 0 0 0 0 De.Fwirph 1111 

Totals 38 613 6 Totals 37 2 9 2 
Houston 101 030 010-6 

St. Louis 000 001 001-2 

E—Goldschmidt (5), DeJong (5), A.Diaz 
(3). DP-St. Louis 1. LOB-Houston 11, St. 
Louis 11. 2B—Springer 2 (14), Brantley 
(28), Ravelo (1). HR-Springer (24), Al- 
tuve (16), Alvarez (12), De.Fowler (12). 
S-Miley (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Houston 

Miley W,9-4 5 5 0 0 2 6 

McHugh 1 21101 

Rondon 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Devenski 2 2 110 2 

St. Louis 

Dak.Hudson L,10-5 4 8 5 5 2 5 

Brebbia 2 2 0 0 0 2 

Gallegos 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Gant 1 3 110 1 

T.Webb 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Dak.Hudson pitched to 5 batters in 
the 5th HBP—by Dak.Hudson (A.Diaz), 
by Miley (Wong), by Gallegos (Gurriel). 
T—3:24. A—46,714 (45,538). 


Armstrong 

P.Fry 

Givens L,l-5 


R ER BB SO 

4 4 2 3 

0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
110 0 


Pena 5 3 4 1 3 5 

Bard 2'A 2 0 0 1 1 

T.coie w,i-i va o oooo 

Bundy pitched to 2 batters in the 6th 
T—3:02. A—35,447 (45,050). 

Royals 9, Indians 6 

Cleveland Kansas City 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Lindorss 5 110 Mrrfeld2b 5 12 0 

Mercado cf 4 1 1 1 A.Grdon If 5 2 2 0 

C. Sntnadh 4 113 H.Dzierrf 4 2 2 1 

Luplowrf 3 111 Solerdh 4 2 2 1 

Ramirez 3b 4 111 O’Hearn lb 4 112 

R.Perez c 3 0 10 Cthbert3b 3 111 

Plweckiph-cl 0 0 0 Strlingcf 4 0 0 0 
Bauerslb 2 0 0 0 N.Lopez ss 3 0 12 

G.AIIen If 4 110 Viloriac 4 0 11 

M.Frman2b 4 0 10 

Totals 34 6 8 6 Totals 36 912 8 
Cleveland 300 110 010-6 

Kansas City 102 051 00x-9 

E— Merrifield (7), Bauers (3). DP-Kan- 
sas City 1. LOB—Cleveland 5, Kansas City 
7. 2B—Merrifield (29), H.Dozier (19), Soler 
(21). HR—C.Santana (22), Luplow (11), 
Ramirez (14), Soler (28). SF-Mercado (2). 
Cleveland IP H R ER BB SO 

Bauer L,9-8 4'/3 9 8 7 4 6 

Clippard 1% 3 110 4 

T.OISOn l'/j 0 0 0 0 0 

A.cole Vi o oooi 

Kansas City 

D. Duffy W,5-5 6 7 5 4 2 5 

K.McCarthy l'A 1 110 1 

Hill H,5 Vi 0 0 0 1 0 

Kennedy S,20-23 1 0 0 0 0 0 

WP-Bauer, D.Duffy. T-2:55. A-14,380 
(37,903). 


Marlins 5, Diamondbacks 1 

Arizona Miami 

ab r h bi 

J.Dyson cf 3 0 10 Rojas s 


hbi 

.(.Marte 2b 3 0 10 HjTmrez If 4 12 2 

E.Escbr3b 2 0 0 0 Cooper lb 4 0 0 0 

D.Prlta If 3 0 0 0 S.Cstro 2b 4 0 0 0 

A.Jones rf 4 0 0 0 Bri.And rf 4 12 1 
Lamb lb 3 0 0 0 Prado 3b 4 0 2 0 

Lcastroph 1 0 0 0 Holadayc 3 0 10 

Ahmed ss 3 110 Rivera cf 3 0 0 0 
A.Avila c 3 0 10 E.Hrnnd p 0 0 0 0 

Godley p 0 0 0 0 Quijada p 10 0 0 

Tomas ph 1 0 0 0 Rchards p 0 0 0 0 

Ray p 2 0 0 0 N.WIkerph 0 10 0 

Chafinp 0 0 0 0 N.Andrsp 0 0 0 0 

C.Kelly C 1 0 0 0 J.Grcia p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 29 1 4 0 Totals 31 5 9 4 

Arizona 010 000 000-1 

Miami 100 011 20x-5 

E—H.Ramirez (1), D.Peralta (2). DP-Ari- 
zona 2, Miami 2. LOB-Arizona 7, Miami 4. 
HR—Rojas (3), H.Ramirez (6), Bri.Anderson 
(14). SB—J.Dyson (24). S-E.Hernandez (1). 
Arizona IP H R ER BB SO 

Ray L,9-7 6 7 3 2 0 11 

Chafin Vi 1 2 2 11 

Godley VA 1 0 0 0 0 


E.Hernandez 
Quijada W,2-3 
Richards H,1 
N.Anderson 
J.Garcia 


112 2 
0 0 13 

0 0 10 

0 0 2 2 

0 0 0 2 


T—3:11. A—11,538 (36,742). 

Phillies 9, Braves 4 

Atlanta Philadelphia 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

AcnJr. rf 4 0 10 Kingerycf-ss5 1 1 0 
Clbrsonrf 1 0 0 0 Segura ss 3 12 0 

Albies 2b 3 0 2 0 Quinn cf 2 0 0 0 

F.Frmanlb 3 0 0 0 B.Hrperrf 3 2 11 

Dnldson 3b 3 10 0 Hoskins lb 4 112 

B. McCnn c 4 110 Ralmutoc 4 114 

Duvall If 4 0 10 C.Hrnan 2b 4 12 0 

Incarte cf 4 12 3 Franco 3b 3 0 0 0 

Camargo ss 4 1 1 1 Haseley If 4 12 2 

Gausmanp 2 0 0 0 Aa.Nolap 3 12 0 

Joyce ph 1 0 0 0 Morgan p 0 0 0 0 

Newcomb p 0 0 0 0 N.WIImsph 10 0 0 

Tomlin p 0 0 0 0 Pivettap 0 0 0 0 

Riley ph 10 0 0 

Totals 34 4 8 4 Totals 36 912 9 

Atlanta 000 000 400-4 

Philadelphia 101 040 30x-9 

DP—Philadelphia 1. LOB-Atlanta 6, 
Philadelphia 6.2B-Albies (26), Segura (22), 

C. Hernandez (21). HR—inciarte (4), Camar¬ 

go (4), B.Harper (18), Hoskins (22), Realmu- 
to (14), Haseley (3). SB-Acuna Jr. (24). 
Atlanta IP H R ER BB SO 

Gausman L,3-6 6 9 6 6 1 8 

Newcomb Vi 1 3 3 11 

Tomlin VA 1 0 0 13 

Philadelphia 

Aa.Nola W,9-2 6% 7 4 4 3 8 

Morgan H,19 Vi 0 0 0 0 0 

Pivetta 2 1 0 0 0 2 

WP-Gausman. T-3:13. A-37,037 

(43,647). 


Yankees 9, Red Sox 6 

New York Boston 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

A.Hicks Cf 3 10 0 Betts rf 3 10 1 

Judge rf 5 0 0 0 Devers3b 4 110 

Encrnco dh 5 12 0 Bgaertsss 5 2 3 0 

Voitlb 3 10 0 Mrtinezdh 4 0 0 1 

Grgrius SS 4 112 Bnntndi If 5 13 4 

Torres 2b 4 10 0 Holt2b 3 0 0 0 

Urshela3b 4 12 1 Chvisph-2b 2 0 0 0 

Maybin If 3 2 2 1 Mreland lb 3 0 10 

Rominec 4 112 Trvisph-lb 0 0 0 0 
BrdlyJcf 4 110 

Leone 2 0 0 0 

C.Vzqz ph-c 2 0 10 

Totals 35 9 8 6 Totals 37 610 6 

New York 002 202 210-9 

Boston 000 201 102-6 

E-Devers (16), Holt (2), Bradley Jr. 
(4), Gregorius (4), Torres (15). LOB-New 
York 5, Boston 9. 2B—Encarnacion (16), 
Urshela 2 (23), Maybin (8), Devers (36), 
Bogaerts (36). HR—Gregorius (7), Romine 
(3), Benintendi (10). SF-Betts (6). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

German W,13-2 5'A 4 3 3 1 9 

Kahnle H,20 1 1110 2 

Ottavino Vi 2 0 0 0 0 

Britton 1 1 0 0 2 1 

A. Chapman 1 2 2 112 

Boston 

Sale L.5-10 5'A 5 6 6 3 7 

Brewer Vi 1 0 0 0 0 

Dar.Hernandez 1 1 2 0 2 2 

Walden 1 11110 

Hembree 1 0 0 0 0 0 

WP-Kahnle, Walden. T-3:28. A- 
37,428 (37,731). 

Mariners 3, Tigers 2 (10) 

Detroit Seattle 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

J.Jones Cf 5 0 0 0 M.Smith cf 5 0 10 

Goodrumss 4 111 J.Crwfrss 5 0 11 

Mi.Cbrrdh 4 0 10 Do.Sntndh 4 12 1 

Dixon lb 4 0 0 0 T.Bckhm If 3 10 0 

Cndlrio 3b 4 0 0 0 T.Mrphyc 4 0 0 0 

C.Stwrt If 3 110 Au.Nola2b 3 0 0 0 
J.Hicksc 4 0 10 K.Sager3b 3 0 11 

H.Cstro rf 4 0 2 1 Court lb 2 0 0 0 

G.Bckhm 2b 4 0 10 Vglbchph-lb2 0 0 0 
Negron rf 10 0 0 
Narvaez ph 10 0 0 
Moore rf 1110 
Totals 36 2 7 2 Totals 34 3 6 3 

Detroit 000 110 000 0-2 

Seattle 000 000 110 1-3 

E—Vogelbach (1). DP-Seattle 1. LOB- 
Detroit 5, Seattle 7. 2B-Mi.Cabrera (14), 
C.Stewart (20), K.Seager (9), Moore (9). 
HR—Goodrum (10), Do.Santana (20). CS— 
J.Jones (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Detroit 

Boyd 0'A 3 1 1 3 10 

B. Farmer H,7 W 0 0 0 0 0 

Hardy H,6 'A 0 0 0 0 0 

J.Jimenez BS,4 1 1110 1 

Rosenthal 1 0 0 0 1 2 

Cisnero L,0-2 'A 2 110 1 

Seattle 

Wisler 2 0 0 0 0 2 

Milone 5 6 2 2 1 5 

Strickland 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Bass 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Elias W,4-2 1 1 0 0 0 1 

T—2:58. A—20,024 (47,943). 

Twins 11, White Sox 1 

Minnesota Chicago 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Kepler rf 5 3 2 2 L.Grciarf-ss4 1 2 0 

J.PInco SS 5 2 2 2 Goins ss-lb 3 0 10 

Garverlb 0 0 0 0 Moncada3b4 0 10 
Cruz dh 5 12 2 Jay If 4 0 2 1 

Arraez3b 5 110 El.Jmendh 3 0 0 0 

Sanolb 4 2 3 3 Cordell rf 10 0 0 
Adrnza lb-ss 1 0 0 0 We.Cstl c 4 0 10 

Gnzalez If 4 0 0 0 A.Reed lb-p 4 0 0 0 

Schoop 2b 5 112 Y.Sanch 2b 3 0 0 0 

J.Cstro c 3 0 0 0 Engel Cf 3 0 0 0 

Buxton cf 4 12 0 

Totals 411113 11 Totals 33 1 7 1 
Minnesota 500 220 020-11 

Chicago 000 001 000- 1 

E—A.Reed (1). DP-Minnesota 1. LOB- 
Minnesota 5, Chicago 6. 2B—Kepler (24), 
Cruz (17), Buxton (28). HR-Kepler (28), 
J.Polanco (16), Sano (18), Schoop (16). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Minnesota 

Gibson W.10-4 6 7 1 1 1 9 

R.Harper 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Duffey 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Poppen 1 00001 

Chicago 

Covey L,l-7 0 5 5 5 0 0 

Cordero 2% 0 0 0 2 2 

J.Ruiz 1 2 2 0 0 1 

Osich VA 3 2 2 

Detwiler 2 3 2 2 


J-Fry 


Nationals 11, 

Los Angeles 

ab r h bi 

Pderson lb 4 0 0 0 
Muncy 2b 3 10 0 
J.Trner3b 3 0 0 0 
Ru.Mrtn 3b 0 10 0 
Bllnger rf 2 0 0 0 
Schultz p 0 0 0 0 
White ph 10 0 0 
Pollock cf 4 110 

C.Sagerss 4 113 
Will.Smc 3 0 10 

Beaty If 4 0 11 

Buehlerp 2 0 0 0 

Y.Grcia p 0 0 0 0 

Verdugorf 0 0 0 0 

Totals 30 4 4 4 

Los Angeles 
Washington 


7 7 3 4 
1112 
1112 
0 0 11 


2 


A.Reed 1 0 0 0 0 . 

Covey pitched to 5 batters in the 1st 
Detwiler pitched to 2 batters in the 8th 
T—3:14. A—27,595 (40,615). 


Dodgers 4 

Washington 

ab r hbi 

T.Trnerss 5 110 
Eaton rf 10 0 0 

V.Rbles cf 4 2 3 0 

Rendon 3b 4 13 3 

Blazekp 0 0 0 0 

J.Soto If 5 112 
M.Adams lb 1 0 0 0 
Kndricklb 3 12 0 
Suzuki c 4 0 0 0 
Parra cf-rf 3 2 10 
B.Dzier2b 3 2 2 2 
Strsbrgp 3 111 
Suero p 0 0 0 0 
A.Snch ph-3bl 0 0 0 
Totals 371114 8 
000 010 003- 4 
000 034 04x—11 


E—Pederson (6). DP—Los Angeles 

I, Washington 1. LOB—Los Angeles 4, 
Washington 7. 2B—Pollock (5), Beaty 
(11), V.Robles (18), Kendrick (14), B.Dozier 
(19). 3B—V.Robles (3). HR—C.Seager (9), 

J. Soto (18), B.Dozier (15). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

Buehler L,9-2 5'A 8 7 4 3 6 

Y.Garcia % 1 0 0 0 1 

Schultz 2 5 4 4 1 0 

Washington 

Strasburg W,14-4 7 2 1 1 0 9 

Suero 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Blazek 1 2 3 3 2 0 

HBP—by Buehler (M.Adams), by Stras¬ 
burg (Will.Smith), by Strasburg (Bell¬ 
inger). T—3:09. A—32,425 (41,313). 

Rays 10, Blue Jays 9 

Tampa Bay Toronto 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Choidh 5 2 3 2 Biggio 2b 5 110 

Pham If 4 12 0 Galvisss 5 110 

Brsseau If 1 0 0 0 Grrl Jr If 5 2 2 0 

Meadows rf 4 1 1 0 Smoak lb 3 2 11 

d'Arnudc 5 12 2 Grichkpr-rfO 0 0 0 

N.Lowelb 5 13 1 GrrrJrdh 5 13 4 

M.Duffy 3b 4 0 2 1 Drury 3b 4 0 0 0 

Wendle2b 5 111 McKnyrf-lb4 2 1 2 

Heredia cf 4 112 T.Hrnancf 3 0 2 1 

Adames ss 4 2 11 McGuire c 5 0 10 

Totals 411016 10 Totals 39 912 8 
Tampa Bay 000 013 231-10 

Toronto 022 041 000- 9 

LOB—Tampa Bay 8, Toronto 9. 2B— 
d’Arnaud (9), N.Lowe (6), Guerrero Jr. 
(16), T.Hernandez (10). HR-Choi (10), 
Heredia (3), Adames (12), Smoak (18), 
McKinney (7). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Tampa Bay 

Y.Chirinos 
Kolarek 
Faria 
Roe W,l-3 

Drake H,6 'A o o o o o 

D.Castillo S,8-9 % 0 0 0 0 2 

Toronto 

Aa.Sanchez 5 Vi 6 4 4 0 10 

Shafer 'A 2 0 0 0 1 

Biagini % 4 2 2 1 1 

Phelps BS,2 % 3 3 3 0 1 

Dan.Hudson L,6-3 1 1112 3 

law % 0 0 0 1 1 

Y.Chirinos pitched to 3 batters in the 

\A/D_V Phirinnc A o CanrhQ-7 X_4-10 


Giants 7, Padres 6 

San Francisco San Diego 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Solano 2b 3 1 2 2 TtsJr.ss 3 12 0 

Austin lb 2 0 0 0 Margot cf 3 110 

Sndval ph-lb 2 0 1 0 Hsmrph-lb 10 0 0 
Slater rf 2 0 10 Machdo3b 3 0 0 0 

A. Dckrsph-lf 3 12 1 Renfroe If 3 114 

Posey c 5 13 1 F.Reyesrf 4 110 

Z.Green3b 4 10 0 F.Mejiac 4 0 0 0 

Pillar cf 5 0 10 Myerslb-cf3 1 1 2 

B. Crwfrss 5 12 1 L.Urias2b 4 0 0 0 

Ystrzms If-rf 5 2 4 2 Morejon p 0 0 0 0 

Bmgrnerp 2 0 0 0 Lauerp 0 0 0 0 

Panikph 0 0 0 0 Kinslerph 1110 
S.Dyson p 0 0 0 0 Perdomo p 1 0 0 0 

Will.Smp 0 0 0 0 Hedges ph 10 0 0 

Erlin p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 38 716 7 Totals 31 6 7 6 
San Francisco 020 201 002—7 

San Diego 103 000 002-6 

DP—San Francisco 1, San Diego 2. 
LOB—San Francisco 10, San Diego 2. 2B— 

A. Dickerson (10), Posey (20), Pillar (25), 

B. Crawford (19), Yastrzemski 2 (11). HR— 
Renfroe (29), Myers (13). SF-Renfroe (5). 
S—Bumgarner (2), Panik (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Francisco 

Bumgarner W,6-7 7 4 4 4 2 6 

S.Dyson H,17 1 1 0 0 0 0 

WilLSmith S,26-28 1 2 2 2 0 1 

San Diego 

Morejon VA 2 2 2 3 2 

Lauer VA 2 0 0 0 1 

Perdomo L,l-3 BS,1 4 8 3 3 1 2 

Erlin 2 4 2 2 0 2 

HBP—by Bumgarner (Tatis Jr.). WP— 
Bumgarner, Perdomo. T—3:00. A—35,087 
(42,445). 

Athletics 6, Rangers 5 

Texas Oakland 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Choodh 4 0 10 Semienss 3 2 2 1 

Da.Sntn lb 4 2 3 1 M.Chpmn3b4 0 0 0 

Frsythe pr-lb 0 0 0 0 M.OIson lb 4 1 2 1 

Andrus ss 4 10 0 Canha cf-rf 4 110 
Mazararf 4 2 2 2 K.Davisdh 3 0 11 

W.CIhun If 4 0 11 Profar 2b 4 0 10 

Odor 2b 2 0 0 0 Pinder rf-lf 3 112 

A. Cbrra3b 4 0 0 1 Grssman If 3 0 10 

DShelds cf 4 0 10 Lurnoph-cf 1 0 0 0 
Fdrwiczc 3 0 0 0 Phegleyc 10 0 0 

Hrrmn ph-c 3 110 
Totals 33 5 8 5 Totals 33 610 5 

Texas 000 002 030-5 

Oakland 001 003 002-6 

E—Da.Santana (9). DP—Texas 3, 
Oakland 1. LOB—Texas 7, Oakland 10. 
2B—Da.Santana (17), W.Calhoun (8), 
M.OIson (13), Pinder (13). 3B-DeShields 
(2). HR—Da.Santana (15), Mazara (15), 
Semien (17). SB—Federowicz (1). CS— 
Da.Santana (6). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Texas 

Payano 5'A 6 3 3 4 4 

Chavez BS,1 Vh 1 10 12 

Guerrieri H,1 % 1 0 0 0 0 

B. Martin H,3 'A 0 0 0 0 1 

Leclerc L,l-3 BS,3 'A 2 2 2 3 0 

Oakland 

Fiers 6 4 2 2 4 6 

Petit H,17 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Soria H,13 'A 2 2 2 0 0 

Hendriks BS,3 % 2 1111 

Treinen W,4-3 1 0 0 0 1 2 

T—3:38. A-18,906 (46,765). 


Reds 3, Rockies 2 

Colorado Cincinnati 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Story ss 5 0 10 Senzel cf 3 0 0 0 

Dahl rf-cf 5 12 0 Ervin cf 10 0 0 

Arenado3b 5 0 10 Vottolb 3 0 10 

Y.AInso lb 5 12 2 E.Sarez3b 4 0 0 0 

Desmond If 5 0 1 0 Puig rf 4 0 0 0 

McMahon 2b 2 0 2 0 VnMeterlf 2 2 10 

Innettac 2 0 0 0 Gennett2b 4 12 0 

Blckmnph-rfl 0 0 0 R.lglssp 0 0 0 0 

Lambert p 1 0 0 0 J.lglssss 3 0 11 

D.Mrphyph 1 0 0 0 Brnhartc 3 0 3 2 

McGee p 0 0 0 0 A.Wood p 10 0 0 

J.Diazp 0 0 0 0 Sims p 0 0 0 0 

Wolters ph-c 0 0 0 0 Peraza ph 0 0 0 0 

Hampson cf 3 0 1 0 Winker ph 10 0 0 
Tapia ph 1 0 0 0 Garrett p 0 0 0 0 

Howard p 0 0 0 0 Lrenzen p 0 0 0 0 

K.Frmr ph-2b 10 0 0 
Totals 36 2 10 2 Totals 30 3 8 3 

Colorado 000 020 000-2 

Cincinnati 020 001 00x-3 

DP—Colorado 1. LOB—Colorado 12, 

Cincinnati 9. 2B-Story (26), Dahl (27), 

Barnhart (6). HR-Y.AIonso (8). S-Lam- 
bert (1), A.Wood (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Colorado 

Lambert 5 6 2 2 1 4 

McGee L,0-2 'A 1 1110 

J.Diaz VA 0 0 0 1 2 

Howard 1 10 0 10 

Cincinnati 

A. Wood 4Vi 7 2 2 1 4 

Sims W,2-1 VA 1 0 0 12 

Garrett H,16 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Lorenzen H,10 1 0 0 0 2 0 

RJglesias 5,19-22 1 2 0 0 0 1 

HBP—by McGee (J.lglesias).WP—Sims, 
- T _ 3:32 A 


Lorenzen. T 


-19,649 (42,319). 


Cubs 11, Brewers 4 

Chicago Milwaukee 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

R. Grcia2b 5 0 10 Caincf 3 10 1 

Cntrrasc 5 0 0 1 Yelich rf 4 0 11 

Bryant 3b 5 0 0 0 Braun If 4 0 11 

Rizzo lb 4 0 0 0 Hiura2b 4 0 0 0 

J.Baezss 3 110 Grandalc 3 110 
Heyward rf 4 2 1 0 Aguilar lb 3 110 

I. Happ cf-lf 1 3 0 0 J.Jcksnp 0 0 0 0 

Schwrbr If 3 4 3 7 Ta.WIImp 0 0 0 0 

D.HIInd p 0 0 0 0 Gamel ph 10 0 0 

Qintanap 2 0 0 0 Arciass 3 10 0 

Brachp 0 0 0 0 Sladino3b 4 0 0 0 

Cratim ph 1113 Davies p 10 0 0 
Ryan p 0 0 0 0 Pinaph 10 11 

Kntzler p 0 0 0 0 Jffress p 0 0 0 0 

Almr Jr ph-cf 1 0 0 0 T.Shawlb 10 0 0 

Totals 3411 7 11 Totals 32 4 5 4 
Chicago 040 303 001-11 

Milwaukee 000 030 010- 4 

E—R.Garcia (3). LOB-Chicago 1, Mil¬ 
waukee 4. 2B—Yelich (21), Braun (19). 
HR-Schwarber 2 (24), Caratini (5). SF- 
Cain (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Chicago 

Quintana 4Vi 4 3 3 2 3 

Brach W,4-3 'A 0 0 0 0 0 

Ryan 2'A 0 10 0 3 

Kintzler % 1 0 0 0 2 

D.Holland 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Milwaukee 

Davies L,8-4 5 4 7 7 3 1 

Jeffress 1 2 3 3 1 2 

J. Jackson 2 0 0 0 0 5 

Ta.Williams 1 1110 1 

HBP—by Ta.Williams (Schwarber). 
T—2:56. A—43,544 (41,900). 

Mets 8, Pirates 7 

Pittsburgh New York 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Newman ss 4 0 0 0 McNeil rf 0 10 0 

Rynoldsrf 4 112 Althr ph-cf-lf 3 111 

S. Marte cf 5 2 2 0 Cnforto cf-rf 4 1 1 2 

J.Osuna lb 5 112 P.AInsolb 3 0 0 1 

Me.Cbrr If 5 0 11 Cano 2b 5 10 0 

A.Frzer2b 4 110 W.Ramosc 3 110 

Kang 3b 4 0 0 0 T.Frzer3b 4 111 

Stllngsc 4 12 1 J..Dvis If 3 12 1 

Archer p 10 10 J.WIsonp 0 0 0 0 

Msgroveph 1 0 0 0 Bashlorp 0 0 0 0 

Liriano p 0 0 0 0 Ed.Diaz p 0 0 0 0 

Felizp 0 0 0 0 A.Rsrio SS 3 0 11 

Kela p 0 0 0 0 S.Lugo p 0 0 0 0 

Moran ph 0 10 0 Lgres ph-cf 10 0 0 

J.Vrgas p 2 0 0 0 
Hchvrriss 1110 
Totals 37 7 9 6 Totals 32 8 8 7 
Pittsburgh 001 110 004-7 

New York 600 002 00x-8 

E-Conforto (3), S.Marte (4), J.Osuna 
(1), Kang (8). DP-Pittsburgh 1. LOB-Pitts- 
burgh 8, New York 8. 2B-Me.Cabrera (16), 
Hechavarria (7). HR- Reynolds (8), J.Osuna 
(6), Stallings (2), Conforto (20).SB-S.Marte 
(14), J..Davis (1). SF—Altherr (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Pittsburgh 

Archer L,3-8 5 5 6 5 4 4 

Liriano 1 2 2 0 0 0 

Feliz 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Kela 1 0 0 0 1 2 

New York 

J. Vargas W,6-5 5 2 A 6 3 3 3 5 

S.Lugo H,16 VA 0 0 0 0 2 

J.Wilson 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Bashlor 'A 2 3 3 1 0 

Ed.Diaz S,23-27 2 A 1 110 0 

HBP—by Archer (McNeil), by Kela 
(Hechavarria). WP—Archer, J.Vargas. 
T—3:21. A—32,976 (41,922). 

Calendar 

July 31 — Last day during the season 
to trade a player. 

Aug. 18 — Pittsburgh vs. Chicago Cubs 
at Williamsport, Pa. 

Aug. 31 — Last day to be contracted to 
an organization and be eligible for post¬ 
season roster. 

Sept. 1 — Active rosters expand to 40 
players. 

Oct. 1-2 — Wild-card games. 

Oct. 22 - World Series starts. 
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MLB 


Bauer loses cool in Indians' loss to Royals 



Colin E. Braley/AP 


Indians manager Terry Francona, left, has words with pitcher Trevor Bauer as Bauer is 
taken out in the fifth inning Sunday in Kansas City, Mo. Bauer heaved a ball over the 
center field wall when he saw Francona step onto the field to pull him from the game. 


Associated Press 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Back in the club¬ 
house, Trevor Bauer calmly and profusely 
apologized. It was quite the contrast from 
his emotional outburst earlier in the game. 

In a startling scene, Bauer suddenly 
heaved the ball from just past the mound 
over the center field wall while being taken 
out of the game Sunday in the Cleveland In¬ 
dians’ 9-6 loss to the Kansas City Royals. 

“I’m an intense competitor and that fire 
is what drives me,” Bauer said before an¬ 
swering questions. “Today it completely 
consumed me and took over. I just wanted 
to say I’m sorry for how I behaved. It won’t 
happen again.” 

It was not clear at the time whether 
Bauer was upset with his performance or 
that manager Terry Francona was pull¬ 
ing him. An All-Star last year, Bauer (9-8) 
had just allowed a two-run single to Nicky 
Lopez that gave the Royals a 7-5 lead with 
one out in the fifth inning. 

When Francona emerged from the dug- 
out, Bauer turned, took a couple steps and 
fired the ball over the 410-foot mark. 

“Nothing really broke my way,” Bauer 
said. “Even when I felt like I executed good 
pitches, they were capped off the end of the 
bat. So, the frustration built up. 

“Right now, I’m just focused on the nega¬ 
tive impact I’ve had on our culture, and our 
team and organization, and trying to make 
reparations to the people in this clubhouse 
and in our organization. We’ll handle what¬ 
ever else comes down the line from there.” 

Bauer said he spoke to his teammates, 
but wasn’t sure how they would take his 
apology. 

“It’s hard to tell right now,” he said. “Ev¬ 
eryone’s emotions are high. I just wanted 


to talk to them, to let them know how I’m 
feeling and how I feel like I let them down 
both personally and professionally. Hope¬ 
fully we can move past that.” 

Bauer, whose quirky pregame routine 
includes a lot of long toss, put that prac¬ 
tice to use as he let fly. Shortstop Fran¬ 
cisco Lindor incredulously watched while 
second baseman Mike Freeman flinched 
as Bauer wound up. Rookie center fielder 
Oscar Mercado had his back turned and 
was looking at the wall when he saw the 
ball land, and quickly spun around, trying 
to figure out what happened. 


As Francona reached the mound, he and 
Bauer appeared to exchange words. Fran¬ 
cona pointed Bauer toward the dugout, 
then followed closely behind him. They 
both disappeared into the tunnel. They 
later emerged, separate but both fuming. 

“That’s just between us,” Francona said 
about what he told Bauer. “We certainly 
discussed it, as we should, and he talked to 
the team. Today was a frustrating day. He 
did it out of frustration. I don’t ever want 
to say something that I don’t mean out of 
frustration.” 

“Man, frustration’s probably the right 


word. Coming out of the pen (pitching 
coach) Carl (Willis) said he had great stuff. 
I was kind of worried because I know he’d 
been sick all week,” he said. “The inning, 
so many things went wrong in that inning. 
We lose a ball in the sun, we get the tapper 
back to him, there’s a walk or two mixed 
in, some hits. Just a couple of balls that 
weren’t hit hard. It seemed like everything 
that could happen did.” 

Pitchers have made similar throws in 
the past, for various reasons. 

In 2002, Arizona reliever Byung-Hyun 
Kim got the last out at Yankee Stadium, 
then threw the game ball onto the netting 
atop Monument Park in the left-center 
field. In the 2001 World Series, he gave 
up a pair of late homers that let New York 
rally past the Diamondbacks. 

In 1991, fired-up Reds reliever Rob Dib¬ 
ble threw a ball over the center field wall 
after closing out a game at Riverfront Sta¬ 
dium. His throw hit a fan, and Dibble was 
suspended by Major League Baseball. 

In 1986, Yankees pitcher Dave Righetti 
gave up a key home run and tossed the ball 
over the right field wall at Exhibition Sta¬ 
dium in Toronto. 

Danny Duffy (5-5) picked up the win, 
though he was hardly stellar. He allowed 
five runs (four earned) on seven hits in 
six innings. Duffy had lost 10 straight 
decisions to the Indians, dating to May 6, 
2015, the most consecutive starts and deci¬ 
sions lost by a Royals pitcher against any 
opponent. 

Trailing 5-3 coming into the inning, the 
Royals chased Bauer after Lopez’s hit put 
KC ahead. Ryan O’Hearn, Cheslor Cuth- 
bert and Meibrys Viloria also had RBIs in 
the inning. 


Roundup 


Bumgarner wins last start before trade deadline 


Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO — Ace Madison 
Bumgarner, rookie Mike Yastr- 
zemski and the rest of the surg¬ 
ing San Francisco Giants made 
sure manager Bruce Bochy’s 
final game in San Diego was 
memorable. 

Bumgarner won his final start 
before the trade deadline and 
Yastrzemski had four hits, two 
RBIs and scored the go-ahead 
run to lead the Giants to a 7-6 vic¬ 
tory against the San Diego Padres 
on Sunday. 

Bumgarner (6-7) had been 
considered a prime trade target 
but the Giants could be inclined 
to keep the ace left-hander after 
they’ve won 19 of 24 games to 
jump into the wild-card race. 
The Giants had 16 hits in beating 
the Padres for the seventh time 
in eight games since June 11, in¬ 
cluding five of six at Petco Park 
this month. 

Bochy is retiring after this 
season, his 13th with the Giants 
after managing the Padres for 12 
seasons. 

He deflected talk about his ca¬ 
reer, preferring to focus on his 
team’s recent accomplishments. 

“It’s these guys, I mean, what 
they’ve done to get back in this 
thing, the fight, how they’re com¬ 
ing out every day and getting after 


it,” Bochy said. “They have a lot 
of confidence. We got down today, 
we came back. We’re getting con¬ 
tributions from everybody. It’s a 
fun team to manage. We’ve got 
guys that complement each other 
well; of course the bullpen, what a 
job they’re doing. 

“I’m having a lot of fun right 
now.” 

Bumgarner said the Giants 
have changed the conversation 
with their play. 

“We definitely have. That’s been 
a pretty clear message we’ve cre¬ 
ated over the last month or so.” 

Asked if his situation has 
changed, Bumgarner raised his 
arms in the air and said, “I don’t 
care. I’ve got a job to do and I’m 
going to do it.” 

Nationals 11, Dodgers 4: 

Stephen Strasburg tossed seven 
masterful innings to win his sev¬ 
enth consecutive start, leading 
host Washington to a rout. 

Brian Dozier and Juan Soto 
homered, while Anthony Rendon 
had three hits and four RBIs that 
helped the Nationals (56-49) pre¬ 
vent a three-game sweep by the 
top team in the majors. 

Yankees 9, Red Sox 6: Didi 
Gregorius and Austin Romine 
each hit a two-run homer off 
Chris Sale, and Domingo Ger¬ 
man struck out nine to help visit¬ 
ing New York avoid a four-game 


sweep. 

Mets 8, Pirates 7: Michael 
Conforto hit a two-run homer 
in a six-run first inning against 
Chris Archer, and host New York 
matched its longest winning 
streak of the season at four. 

Marlins 5, Diamondbacks 1: 
Rookie outfielder Harold Ramirez 
homered, hit a line drive that 
scored the tiebreaking run and 
made consecutive catches against 
the fence to help host Miami beat 
Arizona. 

Reds 3, Rockies 2: Tucker 
Barnhart hit a tiebreaking single 
in the sixth inning and host Cin¬ 
cinnati beat Colorado. 

Rays 10, Blue Jays 9: Joey 
Wendle drove in the tiebreaking 
run with a bases-loaded ground- 
out in the ninth inning and Tampa 
Bay rallied from a seven-run def¬ 
icit to beat host Toronto. 

Ji-Man Choi and Guillermo 
Heredia each hit two-run home 
runs and Willy Adames added a 
game-tying solo shot in the eighth 
for the Rays. 

Phillies 9, Braves 4: J.T. Real- 
muto hit a grand slam, three other 
Phillies went deep and Philadel¬ 
phia averted a three-game sweep 
against visiting Atlanta. 

Twins 11, White Sox 1: Miguel 
Sano hit a three-run homer in a 
five-run first inning, and Min¬ 


nesota pounded Dylan Covey and 
host Chicago to strengthen its 
hold on the AL Central. 

Jorge Polanco, Jonathan Schoop 
and Max Kepler also homered as 
Minnesota ran its major league¬ 
leading total to 205 home runs. 

Cubs 11, Brewers 4: Kyle 
Schwarber hit a grand slam and 
a three-run homer to power Chi¬ 
cago past host Milwaukee, avert¬ 
ing a three-game sweep. 

Schwarber crushed a first-pitch 
slam deep into the second deck in 
right field off starter Zach Davies 
(8-4) with one out in the second 
inning for his 23rd home run of 
the season. The slugger took Da¬ 
vies deep again in the fourth with 
an opposite-field shot to make it 
7-0. 

Astros 6, Cardinals 2: George 
Springer led off the game with a 
home run, Jose Altuve and rookie 
Yordan Alvarez also connected 
and Houston beat host St. Louis. 

The Astros have won nine of 
11 . 

Angels 5, Orioles 4: Matt 
Thaiss hit his second home run of 
the game in the bottom of the ninth 
and Los Angeles avoided being 
swept by visiting Baltimore. 

Albert Pujols hit his 650th 
homer. He needs 11 more to pass 
Willie Mays (660) for fifth place. 

Athletics 6, Rangers 5: Mar- 



Orlando Ramirez/AP 


Giants starting pitcher Madison 
Bumgarner, who has been the 
subject of trade rumors, beat 
the Padres in his final start 
before the trade deadline. 

cus Semien homered and scored 
the game-winning run on a 
bases-loaded walk in the bottom 
of the ninth as host Oakland beat 
Texas. 

Mariners 3, Tigers 2 (10): 

J.P Crawford hit a walkoff single 
with one out in the 10th inning 
and host Seattle extended its win¬ 
ning streak to five games. 
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Mets acquire Stroman from Blue Jays 



Nathan Denette, Canadian Press/AP 


The Toronto Blue Jays traded starting pitcher Marcus Stroman, pictured, to the Mets 
on Sunday in exchange for two of New York’s top pitching prospects — 24-year-old 
left-hander Anthony Kay and 18-year-old righty Simeon Woods Richardson. 


Toronto gets pair of minor 
league pitching prospects 

By Ronald Blum 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — All-Star pitcher Marcus 
Stroman was acquired by his hometown 
Mets from the Toronto Blue Jays on Sun¬ 
day for a pair of minor league prospects, 
a trade that makes it likely New York will 
deal away one of its current starters by 
Wednesday’s deadline. 

A 28-year-old right-hander who made his 
first All-Star team this season, Stroman is 
6-11 in 21 starts despite a 2.96 ERA that is 
fifth-best in the American League. He is 
eligible for arbitration next winter and can 
become a free agent after the 2020 season. 

Toronto received two of New York’s top 
pitching prospects in 24-year-old left-hand¬ 
er Anthony Kay and 18-year-old righty 
Simeon Woods Richardson. As part of the 
swap, the Mets get $1.5 million from the 
Blue Jays to offset much of the $2,506,452 
remaining on Stroman’s $7.4 million sal¬ 
ary this year. 

The 5-foot-7 Stroman is 47-45 with a 3.76 
ERA in six big league seasons. He grew up 
on Long Island near Mets starter Steven 
Matz, about 50 miles from Citi Field. 

“Marcus is a dynamic talent who will 
bring tremendous passion to our team and 
energy our fans will truly appreciate,” 
first-year general manager Brodie Van 
Wagenen said in a statement. “As a Long 
Island native, we believe that Marcus will 
thrive playing in New York.” 

With reports emerging that the deal was 
close to completion, Stroman posted a tweet 
that read: “Toronto, I love you...forever!” It 
was followed by a Canadian flag. 


New York (50-55) is six games back 
in the NL wild-card race, with six teams 
ahead for the two spots, after a four-game 
winning streak that boosted the Mets to 10- 
5 since the All-Star break. With the trade 
deadline coming up and Stroman now in 
the fold, New York seems likely to ship off 
at least one member of its current rotation, 
which includes Matz, Noah Syndergaard, 
Zack Wheeler, Jason Vargas and NL Cy 


Young Award winner Jacob deGrom. 

Syndergaard, Wheeler and perhaps Var¬ 
gas appear the most probable candidates. 

Wheeler can become a free agent after 
this season, as can Vargas if his 2020 club 
option is not exercised. Syndergaard and 
Matz can become free agents after the 
2021 season, and deGrom is signed through 
2023 — though he has the right to opt out 
a year early. 


Heads: Cardinals rookie QB Murray ‘really impressive’ 


FROM BACK PAGE 

practice in pads. 

The Cardinals were so enamored of 
Murray’s skills, they used the top pick in 
this year’s draft to take the reigning Heis- 
man Trophy winner despite using the No. 
10 overall pick last year on Josh Rosen, 
who was traded to Miami. 

They saw Murray as a generational tal¬ 
ent, a game-changing quarterback who 
would be a perfect fit for new coach Kliff 
Kingsbury’s offensive experiment in the 
desert. 

Other teams have implemented versions 
of the Air Raid-style offenses that have 
been so successful at the college level, but 
none has gone all-in with it as Kingsbury 
is attempting. 

Murray will be the key to making it 
work. 

Though undersized for an NFL quar¬ 
terback at 5-foot-10, he’s a pinpoint passer 
who can avoid long-armed defensive line¬ 
man by changing arm angles, similar to 
Kansas City’s Patrick Mahomes. He’s an 
adept passer on the run and can use his 
agility to escape oncoming pass rushers, a 
la Seattle’s Russell Wilson. 

Murray also has the speed to turn an in¬ 
nocuous scramble into a game-changing 
touchdown run, as Michael Vick did in his 
prime. 

Whether Murray can live up to those 
lofty comparisons remains to be seen. He 
hasn’t been hit in practice, much less in a 
game, nor has he seen the speed and feroc¬ 
ity of a live NFL game. 

He does have confidence. Lots of it. 

Not the hollow, chest-puffing, look-at-me 



Matt York/AP 


Arizona Cardinals rookie quarterback 
Kyler Murray runs drills during training 
camp on Thursday in Glendale, Ariz. 

type of confidence. The type of confidence 
that comes with being successful at every 
level he’s played; winning a Heisman Tro¬ 
phy after one year as a starter; becoming 
the first person drafted in the top 10 of the 
NFL and Major League Baseball drafts. 

“When you look in his eyes, there’s noth¬ 
ing timid about him,” Cardinals veteran 
receiver Larry Fitzgerald said. “He looks 
confident, he looks ready to go and that’s a 
great sign for a young quarterback.” 


Murray also has a pair of advantag¬ 
es over other would-be rookie starting 
quarterbacks. 

The first is Kingsbury’s system. 

Though new to the NFL, Murray knows 
it inside out. Oklahoma ran a similar of¬ 
fensive system as Kingsbury did at Texas 
Tech and Murray did pretty well with it, 
racking up more than 5,300 combined 
yards and 53 touchdowns. 

Murray also knows the terminology, put¬ 
ting him ahead of Arizona’s veteran play¬ 
ers, at least during the offseason. 

“It’s helped me a lot, coming in and 
being more comfortable,” Murray said. “If 
I was to go anywhere else, play for another 
guy, have to learn a whole new system, a 
whole new offense, it would be a lot hard, 
obviously. For me coming into this system, 
Day 1 and through rookie minicamp, I’m 
probably more comfortable than any other 
quarterback out there.” 

Murray also enters the season as Ar¬ 
izona’s undisputed starter. No quarter¬ 
back battle, no waiting his turn behind a 
veteran. 

The downside could be immediately 
throwing a rookie into the NFL fire, but 
the upside is he has no distractions during 
camp, no questions about his role. He’s also 
had the support of his teammates from the 
day he first stepped on the practice field, 
further bolstering his confidence. 

“Everybody in this locker room knows 
he’s going to be here,” Fitzgerald said. 
“First pick overall, guys understand, it’s 
going to be his show. You want to be a part 
of it? Get on board.” 


Briefly 

7-time champ 
Johnson gets 
new crew chief 

Associated Press 

Seven-time NASCAR champion Jimmie 
Johnson is moving on to another new crew 
chief. 

Hendrick Motorsports has replaced 
Kevin Meendering with Cliff Daniels, who 
will be atop the pit box for Sunday’s road 
course race at Watkins Glen International 
in New York. 

Johnson won seven championships with 
crew chief Chad Knaus over 17 years before 
they were split up after last season. Meen¬ 
dering failed to steer Johnson into victory 
lane this season. Johnson is 12 points out of 
the 16-driver playoff field with five races 
left before the cutoff. 

The 31-year-old Daniels was Johnson’s 
race engineer on the 2016 championship 
team. 

Lightning extend Vasilevskiy 

TAMPA, Fla. — Goaltender Andrei 
Vasilevskiy has signed an eight-year, $76 
million contract extension with the Tampa 
Bay Lightning. 

The team announced the deal—worth an 
average of $9.5 million per season — with 
the Vezina Trophy winner on Monday. 

The 25-year-old two-time All-Star ap¬ 
peared in 53 games last season, going 
39-10-4 with a 2.40 goals-against average 
and a .919 save percentage while helping 
Tampa Bay match the NHL single-season 
record with 62 wins. 

In addition to setting career highs for 
goals-against average and save percent¬ 
age, Vasilevskiy led the NHL in wins and 
tied for fourth with six shutouts. 

Fortnite world champ wins $3M 

NEW YORK — All those hours play¬ 
ing video games have paid off for a 
16-year-old. 

Kyle Giersdorf, of Pottsgrove, Pennsyl¬ 
vania, racked up the most points and won 
$3 million as the first Fortnite World Cup 
solo champion. The competition took place 
Sunday at Arthur Ashe Stadium in New 
York. 

Some 40 million players competed for 
a chance to play in the finals, which was 
narrowed down to 100 contestants from 30 
countries. 

The tournament offered $30 million in 
cash prizes. 

In second place, 24-year-old Harri¬ 
son Chang, of the United States, won $1.8 
million. 

The duo competition was won by 17-year- 
old David Wang, of Austria, and 16-year- 
old Emil Pedersen, of Norway. They’ll split 
the $3 million prize. 

Koepka wins first WGC title 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Brooks Koepka 
had three birdies in a four-hole stretch on 
the front nine and cruised to a three-stroke 
victory in the FedEx St. Jude Invitational 
on Sunday for his first World Golf Cham¬ 
pionships title. 

Playing with Rory Mcllroy in their first 
final-group pairing, the top-ranked Koep¬ 
ka closed with a bogey-free 5-under 65 at 
TPC Southwind for his seventh PGA Tour 
title. He finished at 16-under 264. 

Mcllroy followed his third-round 62 
with a 71 to drop into a tie for fourth at 11 
under. 

Webb Simpson had a 64 to finish sec¬ 
ond. Marc Leishman (67) was third, four 
strokes back. 
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TRACK AND FIELD 



Charlie Neibergall/AP 


Noah Lyles won the 200-meter dash Sunday in Des Moines, Iowa. 


World class: Lyles leads 
group ready to impress 


By Pat Graham 

Associated. Press 

DES MOINES, Iowa — Noah Lyles 
showed off his superior speed in the 200 
meters at nationals. Then, his dance 
moves. 

Both are in world-class form. 

The 22-year-old Lyles, Christian 
Coleman, Rai Benjamin and Shakima 
Wimbley are part of the next wave of 
athletes ready to make their mark. 

For now, at the world championships 
this fall in Doha, Qatar. 

In a year, they just might be some of 
the names bringing home medals at the 
Tokyo Olympics, too. 

“They’re younger and they can get 
out of bed and feel nothing. I feel new 
stuff every day,” lamented 34-year Mi¬ 
chael Rodgers, who’s qualified in the 
100 for worlds. “But they push me to 
work harder.” 

Coleman vs. Lyles. 

Now that should be an entertain¬ 
ing showdown for years to come. They 
gave a glimpse at nationals, with Lyles 
cruising to the win over Coleman. After 
crossing the finish line, Lyles, still on 
the run, reached over to shake hands 
with Coleman. 

After that, the real show was on. 
Lyles held one finger up to the crowd as 
if to say, wait a second, something big 
is about to go down — and proceeded to 
break out a high-energy dance. Later, 
he perched himself on a railing as he 
took selfie after selfie with the fans. 

Lyles possesses plenty of personality 
and panache. He even colored his hair 
silver just for nationals. Obviously, the 
more fitting choice would’ve been gold. 

“This was one of the things I wanted 
to happen this year and the highest on 
the list,” Lyles said. 

Time to update that list. 

Coleman captured the 100 title at 
nationals. His main adversary in Doha 
just might be 37-year-old Justin Gatlin, 
who’s the defending champion. 

“He’s a beast,” Coleman said of Gat¬ 
lin. “He’s going to go down as an all- 
time great.” 

Some new names to know heading 
into world championships: 

Michael Norman 
and Benjamin 

They’re roommates in Los Angeles 
and practice rivals. Norman runs the 
400, finishing second behind Fred Ker- 
ley at nationals. Benjamin specializes 
in the 400 hurdles, winning the event 
on his 22nd birthday. 


When he was younger, Benjamin rep¬ 
resented Antigua on the international 
stage. But after a lengthy process, he 
was cleared in October to compete for 
the red, white and blue. 

“I know what to expect and how to 
handle the nerves and how to race when 
everyone is watching you,” Benjamin 
said. 

Wimbley and the 
women’s 400 crew 

Allyson Felix didn’t race her way into 
the top three in the 400 as she worked 
her way back from giving birth. The 
field remains strong, led by the 24-year- 
old Wimbley. Also going are Kendall 
Ellis — who won a gold medal as part 
of the 4x400 world relay team — and 
Wadeline Jonathas, the NCAA champ. 

Daniel Roberts 
and Grant Holloway 

Florida’s Holloway edged Kentucky’s 
Roberts in the 110-meter hurdles at the 
NCAA championships in June. Both 
then went pro. 

At nationals, Roberts edged 
Holloway. 

Teahna Daniels 

Daniels was a surprise winner in the 
100 after taking fourth at NCAA cham¬ 
pionships a month earlier. The Uni¬ 
versity of Texas product will be joined 
in Doha by English Gardner and Mo- 
rolake Akinosun, who’s rounding into 
form after tearing her Achilles in Feb¬ 
ruary 2018. 

“I spent the last year not just train¬ 
ing, but rehabbing and doubting myself 
and trusting in myself and just figuring 
out how to get back to where I know I 
should be and where I can be,” Akino¬ 
sun said. 

Lopez Lomong 

OK, so maybe this isn’t a new name. 
It’s good to get reacquainted, though. 
The 34-year-old Lomong was the U.S. 
flag bearer in the opening ceremonies 
at the 2008 Beijing Games. He’s one of 
the “Lost Boys from Sudan,” fleeing 
Sudan to avoid a militia group when he 
was a kid. He lived in a refugee camp 
for 10 years and became an American 
citizen in 2007. 

Lomong made the 2012 Olympic 
team, but injuries have hampered him 
for years. Healthy again, he made the 
team by winning the 10,000 meters. 


Muhammad sets record 

Olympic champ breaks 16-year-old mark in 400 hurdles 


By Pat Graham 

Associated Press 

DES MOINES, Iowa — The running joke 
between Dalilah Muhammad and some of her 
competitors goes like this: She orders the wet 
conditions. 

Because she reigns in the rain. 

On a drizzly Sunday night, Muhammad 
broke a 16-year-old world record in the 400- 
meter hurdles by finishing in 52.20 seconds at 
the U.S. championships. 

“I’m just shocked,” Muhammad said. “I 
broke the world record.” 

With puddles formed on the track, the de¬ 
fending Olympic champion sloshed her way 
around the track to eclipse the mark of 52.34 
set by Yuliya Pechonkina of Russia on Aug. 8, 
2003. 

Running out of the fourth lane, Muhammad 
didn’t let the rain drops deter her. She looked 
at her time and was almost taken aback. 

No way that can be real, right? 

It was. 

Muhammad smiled, briefly put her hands 
on her hips and then slumped down when her 
time flashed on the screen at Drake Stadium. 
Third-place finisher Ashley Spencer em¬ 
phatically celebrated behind her and teenager 
Sydney McLaughlin came over to hug Mu¬ 
hammad after finishing second. 

It was also lightly raining when Muhammad 
won the Olympic gold at the 2016 Rio Games. 
Her competitors might want to start looking 
at the weather reports for the Tokyo Games, 
which are a year away. 

“Ashley said, ‘You’re the one that brings the 
rain,”’ the 29-year-old Muhammad cracked. 
“I don’t know what it is.” 

In workouts, Muhammad has often been on 
world-record pace. 

She put it all together for real. 

To think, Muhammad fell in a training ses¬ 
sion two weeks ago and suffered a mild con¬ 
cussion. She missed three days of workouts to 
heal. 

She lost none of her speed. Then again, the 
level of the competition brought out the best 
in her. 

Muhammad believes it mark may not last 
too long. It may even fall again at the world 
championships this fall in Doha, Qatar. De¬ 
fending world champion Kori Carter didn’t 
even compete at nationals in the event since 
she has an automatic bye into worlds. 

McLaughlin finished in 52.88. 

“It was a really fast race and I could feel the 
pace being pushed,” said McLaughlin, who 


turns 20 next month. “I’m happy to be a part 
of a world-record race.” 

Muhammad’s performance stole the show 
on a big final night. 

Soon after, Dezerea Bryant won the 200 in 
22.47 seconds. 

“I woke up this morning and I’m like, ‘I’m 
not going to be denied,”’ Bryant said. “That 
was my attitude.” 

Noah Lyles closed out the competition in 
style by doing a nifty little dance after tak¬ 
ing the men’s 200 title in 19.78. He held off 
Christian Coleman and, after crossing the 
line, shook his rival’s hand before breaking 
off some dance moves. 

The 22-year-old Lyles can certainly 
celebrate. 

“Joy? Tons of joy. This is the hardest team to 
make,” said Lyles, who sprayed his hair silver. 
“The saying is, once you make the U.S. team, 
you better come away with a medal.” 

Things to know on the final day of 
nationals: 

Coburn's dominance: Reigning world 
champion Emma Coburn captured her sixth 
straight national title in the steeplechase 
(eighth overall). She finished in 9 minutes, 
25.63 seconds to narrowly edge Courtney Fre- 
richs. Colleen Quigley was third. With Coburn 
getting an automatic bye, fourth-place finish¬ 
er Allie Ostrander also is going to Doha. 

Gone fishing: Donavan Brazier is celebrat¬ 
ing his berth to worlds by taking a fishing trip 
to Michigan. 

“I would’ve gone either way,” he cracked. 

The 22-year-old Brazier won the 800 in 
1:45.62 to beat Clayton Murphy. University of 
Kansas runner was Bryce Hoppel was third. 

Houlihan’s double: Cheered on by a friend¬ 
ly Shelby Houlihan, a Sioux City, Iowa, native, 
won the 5,000 and 1,500. 

“Iowa strong, baby!” Houlihan said. 

Nice ‘stache: Craig Engels stands out 
with his mullet even if it may not be the most 
aerodynamic haircut. He’s also rocking a 
mustache. 

“I just wanted to be different,” said Engels, 
who won the men’s 1,500 over Matthew Cen- 
trowitz. “This is what I landed on.” 

More winners: Nick Christie (men’s race 
walk), Katie Burnett (women’s race walk), 
Valarie Allman (discus), Erica Bougard (hep¬ 
tathlon), Ajee Wilson (800), Daniel Roberts 
(110 hurdles), Chase Ealey (shot put), Ja’Mari 
Ward (long jump), Jeron Robinson (high jump) 
and Sandi Morris (pole vault) earned titles. 



Charlie Neibergall/AP 


Dalilah Muhammad, center, crosses the finish line to win the 400-meter hurdles at the U.S. 
Championships on Sunday in Des Moines, Iowa. 
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Murray impressing 
fans, teammates as 
camp gets underway 


GLENDALE, Ariz. 
yler Murray took off around the 
left end of the line, made a quick 
cut and raced through the sec¬ 
ondary for a big gain, drawing 
a rising roar from the fans 
who watched it unfold right below them. 

OK, so it was one run during a training 
camp practice. Murray wasn’t allowed to be 
hit, wasn’t even wearing pads. 

Even so, the burst and bolt was what the 
Cardinals and their fans had hoped to see 
from the No. 1 overall pick in this year’s draft. 

The next step is doing it against NFL teams 
intent on squashing Arizona’s diminutive 
quarterback. 

After an offseason of seeing what Murray 
can do firsthand, Cardinals players have no 
doubt the show he put on at Oklahoma 
will continue in the pros. 

“He’s been really impres¬ 
sive, on and off the field,” 

Cardinals receiver 
Trent Herfieldsaid A 
Saturday before . ^ ™ 

Arizona’s first g t _ 

SEE HEADS 
ON PAGE 30 


Arizona 
Cardinals 
rookie QB 
Kyler Murray 
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